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INTRODUCTION. 



Thsrb's a smart chance of people in the world that's 
of very little account, who can't speak to a human 
without a introduction, & I write this peecMS in the big- 
gim'ng of my book to tell 'em what I intend to do, 
though I think a introduction is of no more use than 
horns on a horse's head. 

Everybody has heard of my Arteemass, k sum has 
heard a gray deal too much of him, & espeshuUy of the 
way he speaks of his own wife, his better haff which he 
is bound to dierish & purtect her more 'n all other fair 
seeks be they black or be they white. At first I was 
advised to git out a conjunction agin his book A hev the 
publication contradicted by the law which ought 2 be 
done or what's the use of the mariage vow, because 
why ? She is his better haff as he says hisself, " the 
partner of his goys & the sharer of his sorrei-s." Yes, 
indeed, there's no miss take abeout the sorrers; he's 
allwise let me share them, & a perticklar big share 2. 
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vi. Introduction, 

Finally, I thought Fd git out a histeny myself, 4 
that would be better than goin' inter the law which is 
kunsidurd pocarious. Having done Somethin at lek- 
tring & having been a mem bur of the Women's rites for 
9 yeers past, and having got my edecation at the s&me 
collidge as Arteemass, I bleeved I could write in jest as 
good style as him^ though he were allvvays noted for 
being a smart skollar. 

If there's any truth in the wife being the better 1-2, 
my book ought 2 be jest 1-2 -as good agin as his'n. 

There's a Sosiety in our villidge which I am a mem- 
bur that have jest been put in opperation 2 make an- 
other ammendment in the constitution, . that is very 
much needed, particularly in our parts, Jb it is 2 the 
effect that all books got out, hereafter, by the male 
speshiz shall bee inspectted by hiz wife B4 the printer 
shall hev a rite to put a single tipe 2 the paper ; & there's 
half a duzzen more amendments consarnin^ married life 
& the duty of husbands that our Sosiety intends to 
petition congress for. 

It's not jinerally known that I am a orphan, which 
gives me a greater claim on the Patronage of the public 
than arteemas whose parients are most all of them alive ; 
only 1 of them is dead, & the diseased left him a good 
Patrimoney consistin' of a dress kote,2 pair of britches, 
<!^ a unfinished perpetual motion masheen ; arteemas has 
only 2 finish tt, <!^ he could make his fortune by it. 

Insted of that, he is running a round with his wacks 
figgurs whitch is a sort of heathen idoUarty, making of 
grave imidges & settin them up B4 the people. He had 
better finish off the perpetual motion masheen which 
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Introduction, yii. 

only wants 3 more wheels 2 be kompleet, though soma 
thinks there must be a great manj ammendments 
made in it B4 it's all rite & will go a loan. Other some 
says that the more ammendments is made in it the wuss 
it will be ; but it's a very valuable piece of property 
wether it goes or not. 

Arteemass is perptual motion enuff hisself, is had 
better stay at home & kumfort up his better 1-2, or, it 
runs into my head that he will git sitch a blessin in this 
book that he'll be glad to cry P. K. V. 

Mb8. Bstsit Jans Wabd. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



BETSEY JANE WARD 

HUR BOOK OF GOAKS. 



[One of Betsey Jane's Family Lettenk] 
To Miss JerusJui Wing of Injunnapylus ; 

CuzziN Jbrusha: 

I tak up the pen to let 'you know that we are 
pritty well in helth at present, <k hope these fu lines 
will find yu injoyin' the same blessin'. 

You C Pve took the hint that you give, me the 
last time we scene each other for that I shood rite a 
histerry & give a serious of ritings 2 the edditorial 
corpse in the poplar stile, which I concluded that 2 giv 
out a volyume in the fashionabul stile wood be more 
precocious than for to deliver a skatterin' fire thro' the 
noospapers; & it wood knot be so likely 2 hit the 
mark, which yu no who I mean that has proved on- 
faithful accordin' 2 hiz own confession & has promull- 
gated it 2 the wurld, <Ss me hiz own lawful wife & uus 
sin a pare of twin babes this blessed minnit ! 

The way I've been a true & faithful wife too him 
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10 BETSEY JAKE WARD 

into season & outer season, standin' at the door of the 
tent & takin the munny as fast as it cum in, & always 
in immejit contact with him, distribittin^ handbills & 
gittin* up a tremenjus excitement with my leckturs 
on wimmins Eites d; the cold water kure, all over 
the country whichever he went, that sum of the sisters 
said X was a parfeck mafvle, & other sum said I was 
a parfeck fool too make myself a packhoss for the likes 
of arteemass. 

But I had that feelin for him, seeing that I was hiz 
lawful wife, which made me turn a deaf ear two all 
those^ advice ; is when our Society for the promotion of 
Equallity voted a rezzulution that we shood ware the 
bloomer is ride astradle of bosses, arteemass took it in 
hi dudgeon & forbid me ewer 2 stradle a boss, which 
he said Were goin it too steep and stretching the thing 
too fur. 

This were what I called retrenchin on I's principles, 
& I lookt at arteemass rite in the eye with a picrcin' 
gaze like a eagle survayin' the sun. 

That he shood speak thus two the wife of his boozum 
was accounted pumishus by me, his better halC I 
lookt rite at arteemass, jest a^ I mite be lookin at you 
this minnit, & rite in the eye as a4said, that he mite no 
I were addrcssin my discourse to him individooally. 

I: 

"Arteemass!'* 
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HUB BOOK OP GOAKS. H 

" What ?" ansured my lawful spouse. 

. " Do you see that kangaroo ?" said I. 

" What does it signerfy ?" said he, 

" There be 1 pint, arteemass," sed I ; " that I never 
promised when I stood up with you be4 the Rev. Mr 
Twangtext in our natyve Baldinsville. You may ob- 
sarve conclusively that yander kangaroo knows nothin' 
about principles bein' ^ onletterd child of the forrest, & 
you may make him obey you permiscussly, & larrip him 
when he areunobejiunt; but, the wife of your buzzuni 
are not a dum beast, & have hur oan principles, & them 
air hur own property & not yuren." 

" Leastwise," said arteemass ; " there are no principle 
in mak^n a stradle-bug of yourself." 

^ What's sauce for the goose are sauce for the gan^ 
dur," said I ; " how do you ride a boss ?" 

That hit him, & he hitched up his trowsis as he alius 
doos when he is nonplushed. He seen the pint of the 
argument direckly, and he skooted. 

Yours with respeks 

BsTSiT Janb Wabd. 
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12 BETSEY JANE WAED 



COURTSHIP & MARRIAGE. 

Arteemass have rit somethin' about coartship ie 
mariage, which it is what mite be exspected from 1 of 
the male kind when he goze for te expound a subjee' of 
sech importance* 

He says into his book that our parients' farms jined 
onto I anuther & that the cows squehcht their thirst at 
the same spring, <fe John Golden could tell a diflferent 
story, for he driv our cows to a spring down by All- 
fierce Brown's stun house where our cows drunk fropi 
time imemorable. 

But Arteemas have an objeck in this, to purtend that 
he wouldn't have took no trubble to go any dis- 
tunsearter me, & ef I'd been only a mild off he'd never 
bav footed it to git a women like me, & 1 his own 1 law. 
ful wife who forsook father, mother, an' aunt Kcziah. 

But, he knows plane as preechin' that he took a pesky 
site more pains two git me than ever I'd have took to 
git him, with all his monkeys & leppurds & tigers, & 
wax figgures, with the kangaroo to boot. 

As to arteemass, when I fust knowed the crittur he 
ware a good-for-nothin boy with a short round boddy & 
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HUB BOOK OF GOAKS. 13 

long legs 8s looks as neer as you can giss like a big 
bloo spider straddling along throo the mud two the 
• little red bildin where we went two the same skool. 

As he newer noo his lessing, & was alius at the tale 
of his class,' I kinder pitted the poor dunse, for the 
teecher had a sorter spite agin him, & yuse two set him 
on. our form betwixt 2 gals, for punishment. 

Arteemass purtended that he mist his lessing a prop- 
pas that he mite git sot among the gals, but I newer 
bleeved a word of it. It's ver • onlikely that sech a 
spindel shankt little cuss keered so mutch about the 
fare seek at his aje. I newer found him noon two af^ 
ekshunate at n o time, tho I bleeve he has a sortten 
liking for his cangaroo. 

He*s the most ornery husband' that any femail was 
ewer plagged with; but its knot my fawlt that Fm 
marrid two him, tho he tries two maik it out that he 
had nor thin to doo/but open his mouth & I d rapped in 
it like a ripe sweeting ! that's the most awdashas thing 
he ewer rit. 

I giss he fuggits how he cum over my susceptibuU 
hart by puttin his handkercher to his ize <fe belluring 
like a grete kaff ; he fuggits how he went down onto 
his neze & swore that I was lik the pinks in June, as 
&re as the sno on the top of punnasters, <&; and as 
the wawters of helly<jom. 

Praps he doant reemembur that kold day when the 
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14 , BETSEY JANE WARD 

sno y^aa blowin awl throo the air & he cum two our 
house with a sla & begged the onur of riding me two 
church, & I refoosed rite up & down beekaws I sposed 
he wanted to take me thare two be marred, & I 
diddend kornsent two go till he tolled me he wasn't 
half reddy two be marred yit. 

Every boddy in Baldinsville can tell how out he was 
about me & how he use 2 hang around the tavoun & 
tawk two everybody about me, & tell how he'd laws, 
forty pound in wait on akkownt of my crewelty in knot 
lissening two his soot. 

The fust time that arteemass maid inny impresshun 
onto my tender buzzum was in killin hog time. It wuz 
orful kold wether & he cum two the house, along with 
the rest, two help. I gut up yarly & went out two see 
'em stick. 

They wuz a allfired squeelin when I gut on the 
ground. 1 big barrar hog wuz down, & arteemass 
stoed over him brandishing his long nife & axing to go 
in jest lik some grate millentary hero that we rode on. 
It put me in mind of Sur Willy um Walrus <fe Thad- 
yeous of Wawsaw, &; when the hog wuz kilt <fe skawlt, 
arteemass skraped off a passul of good long brussels & 
did 'em up in a bunch <& brawt 'em to me. Isold 
them brussuls arteward for ate punse to Bichard 
Whitsuti the shoonmaker. 

It were these dellicut attenshuns onto the part of 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUB BOOK OF GOAKS. 15 

arteemass that won my hart mourn awl his snufHin & 
cryin 6s kattywawlin down onto his neze, which it 
mite soot some sitty ladies well cnaff, but my vurjin 
hart alius purfurd sumthing more sollidur than those 
galluntry ^urformans, when he koUed me a angel, I 
node he were praisin me a little two steep & I iarfed 
rite in hiz ^e, but when he tuk me in2 the tnVoun 6s 
gin me a hunk of cold pork & a big peas of punkin p*« 
I feh my bowils yarn for him mourn ewer. 

Finully, muther kolled me into the West rheum ) 
sabbaoth arfturnoon & sot me down in the arm cheert 
which I reemembur it as well as yisturday^. & sez she : 

"My dawter Betsey, the picktur of yure oan be- 
loved muther/' 

Sez I : "Go in, muther — what air the matter ? what 
isupr 

Sez she : " It's the dooty of parients two purvide for 
their awfspring & two purteckt their morruls from 
harm." 

"That's your part of the. bargain, muther," sez I; 
" it's know komsarn of mine. Now, what is it yu heV 
tur say to me, for I no yu haint put on that long fuse 
for northing." 

"My dawter Betsey the very picktur of yure beloved 
muther " 

"Yu've sed that be4. Go in, mother, what's upl 
Sling out the grit of the subjeck at onct !'' 
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le BETSEY JANE WABD 

"There's be«n goings on around hear, my dawter 
that's gove rize to my obsarvashuns* They say that 
yu've gut a affinerty." 

"Lord sakes, what's that, muther?'* sdreemed I, 
jumpin up ; "I hoap it's northing lik tie kollffpy." 

"No, my dawter Betsey, but it air somethin that 
may take yu orf as quick as the koUary. It's, that big 
he crittur that they kawl arteemass Ward." 

I coulddend say nothing to that. I were stumped as 
much as ef she'd put a hot purtater in2 my mouth, & 
I sot strate uprite Ilk a clock run down, & weighted two 
hear what she would turn out next. 

She continued hur discoarse; "My dawter Betsey, 
maridge are a series matter for the young mind to con- 
template ; the care of a fammuly & the variyus dootiz 
that are into the maridge relashun is arduous in the^x- 
treme, & as Hamlick says in thecommidyof Perlonius, 
it grows by what it fed onto. Listen, my dawter, it 
are very important for you to bear into mind the wurds 
of instruction as they flow from the lips^of maturnil 
affection. 

I lookt round the room with a peekant expressien of 
countenance, for a rose-bud, which it would be proper 
for me to be pickin to pieces whilst listening to the 
leckture on love & maridge, but it were winter time 
is no roses around, leastwise some artifishul flowers, on 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUB BOOK OF GOAR8. 17 

my bonnet, which it being up stairs were out my reach, 
in th^ nick of time when they were wanted. 

She continued as follows. 

" That sneakin', pussy lanermus arteemass of yuren 
are forbid the house by me & your father on account of 
his good-for-nothing conduct, d? his want of the neces- 
sary tin. Yu are forbid to love him or to ever two 
think of him agin the longest day you have to live." 

Then I busted in 2 tears «b wrung my hands, which 
it is the only way that a young person of the fare 
seciis are expected to do on sech occasions. 

Then my affectionate matumil parient said : " Now, 
my dawter, I expect you to promise never to see that 
destroyer of your peace agin." 

"He will come— I know he will, for his love are so 
strong that he can't keep away," said I, ^ith 1 sob be- 
twixt every two words, & a heavy sigh at the end. 

'^ Listen to the langwidge of matumil affection my 
dawter," continued she ; " if that infamale booby dark- 
ens those door again, he'll be hosswhipt within a inch 
of his life." 

"He will come," said L 

" Then I'll be bound he'll git a lacing !" cried the 
matumil parient. 

So saying, she riz up A walked out of the room like 
1 who has fulfilled hur duty to the rising generashun^ 
hur dawter Betsy a4sed. 
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19 BETSBT JANE WAltD 

I sot still in Pensive Mood & hegaxt to think what it 
were best to do, as peeple always does when they know 
they can't do nothing. 

Whilst I were thinkin over the wnrds of matumil 
wisdom which I had jest been listening un2, 1 perceived 
a shadder at the winder, h when I looked up, I se^i the 
the head of my affinity inside the room whilst the rest 
of his body were onto the outside. 

I riz tip &; flew to his side, & said : " Run for your 
life, arteemass, for if you are found here, yc/u'li be 
hosswhipt within a inch of your natteral life !" 

Instead of takin' my advice, he jumpt in2i the win- 
der. 

" Go— run — escape, arteemass," cried I versifurusly; 
^ or you'll be larrupt— ** 

" Hoo'll larrup me ?" cried he, " no, no, Betsey, I 
shall not be larrupt; bet your life onto it.** 

** But, arteemass, you wouldn't hurt my parlent — the 
parieht of your Betsey ?" 

** Hurrah !" hoUurd arteemass as he cotch me round 
the waist ; " my Betsey, are you ? I heVn't beam that 
word be4. Ef you're my Betsey, I'll defy the hull unU 
versal creation. Hurrah !" ' 

Then he huggd is kissed me with such a parsimonus 
fury that I could only ketch my breath by spells, is so 
it were unpossible for me to leckture him on the mon 
stracious wickidness of his behavior. 
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HUB BOOK OF GOAKS. 19 

I perceived that in my anxiety I had let the feline 
animal escape from the bag, & I was purpostrusly 
motified to think that, in those word my, I had govi^ 
arteemass the conceit that I would agree to tie the 
nuptual knot. 

" When will you go in, my cove 1" asked the young 
man. " Dalays are danjerus; & the sooner we can be- 
^in too increase &: multiply, which are. as good scriptur- 
ns you'll (ind in all Baldinsville." 

I knowed he telled the truth, for I had read those 
pious langwidge in the Bible myself, & I said to the 
young man : 

'^ Now, arteemass^ you are something, on the speak, I 
know ; but, will you deklair onto your sollem word & 
honor that in takin^ me for your loVin' & obedient 
wife, you are only doing it from a pious motive & from 
a cents of dutyl" 

" Y€», I'll swear it solleto," says be j "the scriptiir 
teUs us to increase & multiply, & I bleave its my duty 
to obey the scriptur, else I'd never think of bein' mar* 
riedatall." 

" Then if those is your pious motifs," says I, " there 
can't be no further objecktion, & I'll go in, hurry up, 
arteemass, for I are pesky afeard of that hosswhip." 

** So am I," said arteemass ; and he hurried me off 
dredful, as, if he wa? onakkountably skeered at what I 
had telled him about the hosswhip. 
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30 BST8SY JANE WABD 

When we got to Squire Gooding's house we found he 
were gene awaj, to see his son who was sick of the 
ploorissy. 

Arteemass swore like seven footed nigger^ but I 
asked Mrs. Gooding where his son lived, is ef she had 
a hoss and shay to let. 

She said her son lived 5 miles off, is her husband 
had got the hoss. 

" Never mind, arteemass," says I ; " We ean foot it, 
if you deklair that you are actuated by the pious mo- 
tif you telled about." 

" Sartingly," said arteemass, is we footed it down to 
the place where the squire's son lived is got married. 

Father and mother was as mad as a hot ckillet when 
they heered of our cuttings-up, but they couldn't do- 
nothin' & they concluded not to make a kupple of fools 
of themselves. So they let us intirely alone, only 
£Etther look^ as sour as swill whenever arteemass cum 
near him$ is muther hid the l-4d quince behind the 
sugar bowl whenever he sot down to tea with us. 
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HUB BOOB^OF GOAKS. 21 



A GENIUS FOB SILVER SPOONS. 

1 day when arteemass & me had arrove in a villidge 
called Worstur, is I were engaged in ficksing up the 
wax figgurs, & trying to make jineral Washington 
stand alone without leaning agin Georje the Third, who 
should make his appearance but my pesky man artee- 
mass, in company with a critter about 1-2 a foofrtaller 
than himself, with a awfull long chin, a big roman nose, 
& a long-tail coat that came enermost down to his 
heels. 

He had on 1 boot that come above his knee, & on 
the tuther foot was nothing but a injur rubber overshoe. 
He wei^ the queerest lookin' critter that ever come 
down, &; I says to arteemass : 

" What upon yarth are you goin' to. do with that 
critter, artemass ? Is he to be put into the i^ow 1" 

" Whist — pish — hish !" said my man, lookin' back at 
. the fellow as if he were afeard he would hear what I 
' said about him ; •* hold your tongue my love, or you'll 
spile all." 
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Then I knowed something were up, as arteemass 
never called me his love only when he were goin' to do 
some foolish thing tKat I did not like. 

I said no more, but used my eyes in loo of my tung. 

The tall splice come poking along toward the door 
of the Tent & peeked in. I was jest goin' to hold out 
my hand fpr the 15 scents rwliich it is our unvaryble 
charge, children accepted who are half prise, wlien 
arteemass took hold of his hand & led him rite in2 
the show. / 

As he went in, the fellow make a bough of sich a 
aimbiggus description that it are unpossible to tell 
whether the bough was made to me or to keep his head 
froiti strikin' agin the upper sill of the door. 

P'raps it were intended to answer both purposes, so 
that if arteemass were jellus he could say he bent 
down his head to keep clear of spiashin' it at the same 
time he'd git credit fjrom me for his politeness. 

I concluded that he were some kin lo the Yank that 
scent warming-pans to the West Injiz to be used for 
mollasses bailers. "^ 

As I stood jn the door, I heered the fellow prazing 
everything 5 the Kangeroo were the most elegunt critur 
in the hull world, the wax iiggurs was twist as nateral 
as life, & the figgur of jineral Washington must have . 
been maid in Urope or Chyner it were such a fine re- 
zemblance. 
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When he oome out^ I asked kim if he'd ever seen 
jineral Washington. He said no^ that grate & loyal 
patriot died be4 he were bornd* 

" Then how upon yarth do you know it looks like 
him so exactly !" . 

" Oh, I seed a old kullud lady in New York which 
she described his looks to me exactly,'' answered the 
the fellow. 

" Who was she?' I asked him. 

'^Hur name were Joyce Heath, & she were nuis of 
thAt grate military hero, ^ knowed all about his looks." 

"How do you know she were his nuss 1" I asked. 

"How *do I know, indeed; why Mister Bamum 
tolled me so with his own lips," says he. 

" Ah ! Well, that's eniiff, of course ; very," says I ; 
" for Bamum's a very spektable man & a temppruns 
leckturer. Anything he says are as true as gospile, of 
course.'* 

I vfixs glad to lam that a man who pronounsed our 
Wax figur such a fine likeness, had got a correct des- 
cripshun of Washington's looks from the nuss at whose 
buzzuni he drew lackteel stream which it^ made him 
what he was* 

" I'll say that for jinural Washington," says the fel- 
low; " he were a very fine man is a smart man, & 1 
don't keer who hears me, I'll maintain what I say !" 

I seed he were a man of grate independense for he 
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said he diddend care Vfho heard him say it* It was like 
Martin Luther when he dieted on worms. 

The fellow cotch arteemas hy the button & asked 
him for eighteen pence to git some dinner, whilst he 
were gone to his feed, arteemass says to me : 
' ' We must cherish th^t gentleman as the apples into 
our eyes." 

I thought it it were a conundrum, is says I : '^ I giY4 
it up." 

Arteemas continued : ^ That man I fell in with in a 
stromerry, providenshell manner, & I think he'll be^the 
makin' of my fortin. He's a genus." 

" A what ?" says I, with proper revurrence, for I . 
knowd it was something dreadful grand. 

'' A genus, Betsey. You've heard of a genus, Shak- 
spear were a ^nus, Columbus that discovered Ameriker 
was a genus, A Harry CJay was a genus." 

" Mitey !" suz I ; " is those stranger 1 of that sort 1" 

"Skurcely the same," answered arteemass; "he*s 
a genus more like Baffie that drew all the picktures in 
Bome. He'll be of great use here in giving his opin- 
yun upon stattooz is painters & sitch." 

I'm free to confess there seemed to be some miste- 
erious about this, is I felt kinder squirmish about 
this stranger arter aH that arteemas divulged. I never 
knowed no good of having fellows around the show as 
had opinyuns about it^ The less opinyuns they had, the 
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better they was pleased, & so I concluded that a genus 
must be some ornery cuss that went about the country 
'spressing his opinyuns & making trubble &; exputcs, db 
borrowing eighteen pense of everybody to pay for bis 
grub. 

But arteemass said he would grapple this fellow to 
him with ho<^s of steal, A; so he did as the seequiU 
shoze. 

His name was Marsellus Stainbrook, &; he purtended 
to be ascended from some lord, & stayed around the 
show a long time, prayzing the kangaroo & the wax 
figgurs, & whenever arteemass did anything, he would 
say it were the most ingenus thing that were ever done, 
db then he "would look at the pot where we bifed our 
vittles. He'd eat more nor ten laboring men, & praise 
the vittles all the time & tell arteemass that his wife 
were the best cook out, that she have been in France ; 
he'd never tasted such a good soop sense he dined with 
Prinse Nappolyun. 

Onct when he knowd I were standing close by him 
behind the canvass, he telled 1 of the men that cum to 
see the show that Mr. Ward's wife were 1 of the most 
noble-lookin' wimmin in the hull country. That day 
we had appel dumplings for dinner, & he ett 12 of 'em 
all hisself. 

I think he must know that I formed 1 of his audiance 
when ^ were praising me so steep, but if he thought 
3 
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I were lifted up on account of it, he made ft greiAt mis- 
talk ; for I alius conceited that he had a sinister eX- 
preshun of countenance^ k it is rarely seldotti Fm de- 
ceived with any I's looks. 

Arter the end of a month, Mr. Marsellus Stainbrook 
makes out a bill & hands- it in to the amount of 45 dol- 
ars for his services. 

Arteemass couldn't keep skinning his eyes, hisself, in 
spite of them hooks of ste&l, & he kinder hinted to his 
honorable friend that' man diddend grow on razbry 
bushes, is that it had never rained sixpences within the 
memory of the oldest inhabitant. 

To all that, arteemass said that Marsellus were a very 
useful toan, Ar he*d tolled him the Dutch names for 
every annimul in the diow & had* talked of sendit^ a 
first rate notice of the wax figgur to the Bugle Horn of 
Liberty. 

FinnuUy, arteemus paid Mr. Marsellus Stainbrook 
his 45 dollars, but, the next day, he gove him a job of 
righting to do. That night he vamoosed, db we seen no* 
more of Marsellus ; and there-were something also that 
we seed no more of, & that were a duzzen of silver tabel 
spoons left me by my mother. They went with Mar- 
sellus. 1 told arteemass that I sposed his friend had 
grappled them with hooks of steal. 

So it seemed that as soon as the genus were asked to 
do 8(HnetMng to pay for hk vit^es 4 Us wages h% 
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launched hisself onct more on the cold onfeelin world db 
our spoons with him to remember arteemass by. 
Praps he seed a strikin' resemblance* 
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A NEV\r YEAR'S GIFT. 

Them as are in the show biznis, like arteemass & me 
have a chance to pick up a grate deal of infurmashuos 
that other folks know nothin about, espeshully in the 
line of dumb creturs, which are given us for our use, 
sech as porter-house stakes, pot pie, pigs foot gelly, & 
shoulder of muttin. , 

But some is give us for a higher purpose, such as 
lions, tigers, bears, snaiks, & kanggerroos. But a 
elefunt is highest of all in the show line & the biggest 
curiosity a-going. 

There were a man of our acquanetuns named Sylus 
joy who had a elefant that he bought of a showman, & 
he made him a present unto a young gurl whose parients 
were diseased, & had lefb hur alone in the warld, to 
kombat the terurs of poverty, like the last rose of sum- 
mer left a bluming on the grate desert of araby. 

The weigh of it were that a pesky landlord in human 
shape threatened to turn hur in2 the street because hur 
rent were due ^ she haddend the mea'bs to defray the 
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same. Sylus heard of it & his bowils was moved with 
koraparshun for the poor young critter. 

The girl cum from a hi-strung family db Sylus knowd 
that ef he ofikred . hur money, hur feelins would bee 
hurted in the most plaguedleyesh manner. So he scent 
her a present. 

First, she received a litter .from him sayin that he 
hed scent hur a new-yeer present db wishing hur, hapy 
new-yeer. Then cum a colored bruther, driving a great 
monstfasious elefant in2 hur door-yard. 

She were 2 astonished 2 say a ward at first. Then 
she axt the colored pusson what she should do with the 
cretur. She coulddend git vittles enuff for hurself, let 
alone feedin a elefant. 

Whilst she were talking with the contraband, a fellow 
in a green jacket <& long boots cuin up <& begun to ex- 
amin the elefant. At last he says : 

** I had some noshun of settiu' up a minajjirye, &; in 
thet kase I shall want a elefant ; what'll yu take for the 
cretur r 

She knowd nothing about the price of elefants, never 
having been in that line be4. So, he tolled hur he'd 
giv hur to Uiousand dolars for him, is she agreed right 
off. He pulled out the greenbacks Sc paid hur on the 
spot. 

Arterwad, it cum out thet Sylus had scent the fellow 
in the long boots right arter the contuband to buy the 
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(ft^fant b*6k agakt, St it wers JSyhis's emn monej that 
paid for the cretiir. 

hi this way dylus contrived to gite the poor gurl two 
thousand dolars without hattin' her feelinks. 

She nerer fonnd out the trick to th?s day. Some 
fellow hev been blamed very mutch for dccehring poor 
orphans, but it were thought down out* way, that Sylus 
ougbto be eoomed ef he would nevet do so agiiu 
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FORREST IN OTHELLO. ^ 

Artkbma^ perseveered in sayin thet I orttoo go 2 
the theeatyr, & see the great Americane Tracyedean. I 
hung fire a long time, for I hed been brought up virtu- 
tously, & hed never done sech a thing as 2 go to the 
theeatyr, where I were alway tollfed there were a grate 
deal of sin purpretrated into it. 

Wen we gat 2 the theeatyr, arteemass put his hand 
in a little square hole & pulled out 2 tikets. He gin 
the tikits 2 a fellow thet sot just inside the door, & then 
we went in2 the bocks, which it were a great ring full 
of seats. 

There were a hule row of lamps onto the edge of the 
floor, and under the lamps were the fiddlers and fluters 
A homers who played those music which it charms the 
savage beast, like awfus did. 

* This were not l!ke our show, for there w^ no beest- 
esses except a fellow kolt kasshy that made a beast of 
hisself by gettin' intoxucated db trying to fight a man 
that were named Embargo or some such like. 

I diddend like the tradjedean at all, cause into the 

4^ 
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first place he was a niggur, is then he got into a passion 
like arteemass dood sometimes/ so that I thought he 
was intoxucated as well as the tuther fellow, & then he 
cholted a young lady with a pillures, & for that he 
ortter been scent to the dry Taught-you-gas, as well as 
the one that they called Embai^o. 

There was 1 ornery cuss named Bhodariggor who 
had plenty of money, but diddend know how 2 take care 
of it, & he were in love with the young girl that was 
choked with the pillure. 

I diddend see mucth use in2 this play, is wisht that 
our show was in town as that the people could chose 
betwixt that is the theeatyr, which it is more true to 
nature, for a wild beast is parfectly true to nature, is 
always cuts tip butiful, ' speshuUy the Kangeroo. ^ 

But the bestest 1 in the play was a femial called 
Emilyur, wbo gin the niggur his beans most allfiredly, 
was a r^ular wimmins rites. 
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THE SORROWS ib TRIAL? OF MARRIAGE- 

After artemass & me had been married about 10 
weeks, I commenced 2 find tJiat all the fine things he'd 
said to me whilst I was a gurl, 2 win my tendur heart 
was like the mist of the mountin' that is vaporated hy 
the morning sun. 

Howsomcver, when we get into the sheer and is 
yaller leaf we remembur that all is vanity Ss vexashun 
of speerit, & then when we don't find t^e comfort in 
our husband that begyld our youthfull fancy, we jine 
the meeting-house, on the moral re^m, and make our- 
selves useful in our day &; jineration. 

Mine were the Common lots. 

After arteemass had got through with the Billing is 
cooing of the honey-moon, he begun 2 me tell that he 
were boss, is it was my sphere to obey him as the head 
of the famuly. 

Then I jined the Femail Morrill Reform is Wim- 
min's Rites Society, is belcame 1 of the bright shinin' 
lights of that assoshiashim* 

' 2* 
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But arteemass was like the dog in the manger, he 
woodend jine the society hesself nor let me attend the 
meetins thereof. 

What gave me a great dee! of consam, dr^he db I had 
frequent altarkashuns on account of it, in all of which 
arteemass was to blame, as the old iiddidge says: 
'^Ibe gray mayor is the hettet* hoes.'' 

We had a serious of disputes, tile I very naturally 
tefused to btle arteemass's meat and taters or 2 put any 
water in2Uhe tikkittle less he'd promise to attend the 
meetang Arith me. 

Arteemass stuck it out as long as he could, hut I oon« 
quered at last, whitch showed that the finger of Provl* 
deuce was into iU 

He got so hungry at last thai he was glad to capita 
terlate, is he said he'd go onct with me 2 this meeting 
of the Morrill Reform Society. 

So I put on the tikkittle, made T, and boiled some 
meat and taters. 

After we was concluded our frugal repast, arteemass 
tackled up the spekled mayor to the shay ^ we both 
got in is sot out 

The place where the meeting was to be held was 
about 10 miles off, & there was good slaying, there 
being snow on the ground. But we had no slay, is 
there4 we went iti i^e shay. 

We had got about 2 miles on our way when tiie 
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Iftoss WAS A*itened -at something & ]ike 2 have backed 
the shay off a pr«oipjce that would have dasht us all to 
peices. 

As my narves was alius delical», I felt pleggidly 
terrified. 

I seed that arteemafis wasn't fit 2 drive, db so I ketched 
holt of the reins myself. The hoss sot out on the run, 
it arteemas akted like a nianiac is tried 2 git the reins 
aweigh from me, but I knowd that if I couldend stop 
the bo$s nobody eke could, ^ so I held onto unlike 
death 2 a defunkt countrabimd. 

The pesky hoss got off the road & run right betwixt 
2 trees which brought up each side of the shay, i tuk 
the 2 wheels right off kersmack. 

The tihay body cum 2 t)^ ground when the 2 wheels 
was gone, of, p'haps its more propperer to say that it 
sot on the axselltree, & away we went like the world was 
coming t<^|^ker. 

The hoss run faster than ever, diragging us through 
the snow & the shay lookt some like a slay as the hoss 
dragged it along. 

I screeched for help, & arteemass said his prayers as 
loud as he Could holler, but when we came 2 the Fore 
Koruers where Obid Qhoars keeps tavern, I was sarting 
that the people would run out «k stop the hoss, tho' I was 
pesky near swounding when we got there. 

Away went the hoss likitikut right hy the tavern, the 
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end of the axselltree scraping up the snow ic sending it 
all over us & we hollering for help like all possest but 
the audacious crowd at the tavern, ipstead of stoppin' 
the hoss, gin us three cheers h sung out:. "Go it, old 
fellers ! Go in & win, old wax figgurs." 

At first, I thought them fellers had no feelinks for a 
fellow-cretur, but as we turned the comer I heard 1 of 
um say : " That's 1 of them patent slays Pll be bound, 
which they have all kinds & all shapes down to York, 
this old wax figgurs- thinks to cut us all out ^ith his 
grate display that he's a-makin' on. ^ 

But the hoss kept on as if she diddent keer what 
people said about us, till the shay was full of snow, h 
me & arteemas was so kivverd up by it, which it was 
like bein' wrapt intoo our winding sheet. 

At Jast, however, we hit kuUumpus agin a trunk of a 
tree that knokt me right into art^mass's lap, ic broke 
the shafts of like a pipe stem, & the hoss cut as if he 
was. after a shoddy contract k left us squarting right in 
the snow. 

Then arteemass showed the evil nater of man ic give 
way to loud laflure instead of consoling the wife of his 
buzzum & thankin the lord for hur murackulus preser- 
vation. 

I asked him if he was not ashamed of himself, h then 
he larfed louder than ever. 

I tolled him that ef it haddend been for me seizing 
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the reins we should never have escape with our valyu- 
able lives, & then he gave way to such awbstropolus 
laflure that I believed he was an infirmed lunatick. 

The boss was ketched & brought back by Duterono- 
my Stayple, who lived in a little cabin hard by, db 
artcemass give him a teenpencefor his trouble as soon as 
he ari-ove withi the onruly beast. . 

Arteemass said he could borry a saddle db we could 
go to the meetin arter all, both ridin on the boss. But 
that did not soot my ideas of what is bekuming in mar* 
ried life. My frock was in a sad plite, db my buzzum 
was full of snow. The poetizers may talk as much as 
they please about a snowy buzzum, but it is more 
ornery in fakt than in poetry. 
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THE TRIAL. 

I hadend skurcely sot our black hen on the eggs, be4 
I missed hur from the nest. 

^ It run into my head, right off, that some sneaking 
vagabohe had had the profanity to steal that hen, for I'd 
never known bur to be obstinate about sitting 64, 

I'd no sooner gat the consate of it, then I suspishund 
1 Simony Brown, which it was him that sassed me bnct 
up by the old brick meeting-house. 

He hed a hooked nose in little. small black eyes & I 
knowed by them marks that he was a thief. He had 
long slim legs which they was jest the thing for running 
away from a policeman, & that showed that natur hed 
cut him out for a pickerrune. - 

I run to Squire Oyes & hed Simony tuk up, & gat a 
lawyer to convict him, and we had the greatest trial 
ever known in Baldinsville, is it was reported in the 
Bugle with the speeches of the lawyers. My lawyer 
talked butiful, all about fiery facet dk/em koovit cum 
multi9 Slias, <t deuce take um. 
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But the lawyer thjit pledded the cause of the pesky 
thief got his speech hi the Bugle, whilst my lawyer's 
speech was only haff printed, & so the pesky villain 
got cleer after all, for they gin him a verdict of not 
guilty. 

Then my dandur was riz, & I tolled the court that 
they knowed nothing about law, nor gospil nyther, <k 
that wiramin ought to set onto the jury, for that any 
feemail jury in the country would have convicted the 
iellow on suspishon, on account of his crooked nose & 
little spitefuU eyes. 

My lawyer spoke up & tolled em the defendant was 
cleared on expert testimony, is that be was willing to 
sware the hen had ben in the hands of the defendant. 

Tlio follering is the Report as it was printed in the 
BafdinsvUle Bugle: 
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EXTRAORDINARY TRIAL. 

What are wb coming to ! Has jubtick fled to 
BRUTISH beasts? Onc of the most remarkable trials 
ever knowti in this country has just been concluded at 
the Court House in Baldinsvflle. It is the painful duty 
of the Bugle to differ entirely in opinion from the jury, 
who failed to convict the defendant. As the highly res- 
pected prosecutor observed at the time, his face was 
sufficient proof of guilt & ought to have convicted him. 
But, contrary to all precedent, & to universal custom 
in this village, which is to convict & acquit alternately, 
here have - been two consecutive acquittals ! The pre- 
ceding trial was that of Jenkings on a charge of inter- 
rupting divine service by pinching a cat's tail at a 
Camp Meeting, thus causing her to squall aloud at the 
important juncture when the Rev. Mr. Claptrap was 
entering upon his Fifteenthly. 

Now follows this other acquittal right on the heel of 
the first. Our feelings overpowers us when we call to 
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miticl the disconsolate visage of the prosecutor on hear- 
the verdict. 

The parties are highly respectable. We mean of 
course the prosecuting parties. M - Artemus Ward is 
a gentleman well known to the co*. munity, as a highly 
accomplished exhibitor of Wax Jgu^^s, lions, kanga- 
roos,and monkeys. The imihense . 6rvic<» that he has been 
to science, in these patriotic end avora to improve his 
countrymen in the knowledge o ' natural history, can- 
not be over estimated. The parti er of hl«' labors and of 
his renown, Mrs. Betsey Ward, ' s also a very extraor- 
dinary personage. ' Five feet six nches in hHght, and in- 
clining to embonpoint, she ranks among the ^lite of the 
country in which she was brought up and «,ducated. 
Mr. Ward always travels with the wife of his bosom, 
Indeed, with a devotion and tenderness unexampled since 
the days of Dido vAio perished for love of -/Eneas, she 
insists upon relieving him of the task of receiving ^ees 
from customers. Placing herself at the door of the 
pavilion, in all weather and at all hours, she welcomes 
^ectators and demand from each the sum of 15 cents^ 
children half price. 

Yet no sooner does this pattern of wives, this para- 
gon of womanly virtue, set her hen on a few humble 
eggs that she has gathered together in a spirit of meek- 
ness and submission to the ways of Providence — which 
we are informed are past finding out— than this Brown 



Digitized by 



Google 



4^ BXT6SY JAm WABD 

(for we betieve in hi9 guilty lurkieg^ like tbe pcstiknoe 
that walketh in darkness, round the hallowed precincts 
of lovely woman, pounoes on the hen amd bears it off 
to parts unknown. To give the words of tl^ learned 
counsel, which wopld compare favwably witii those of 
Cicero against Verres: 

'*' Was it in the deep silence of the night when thi^ 
terraqueous globe is baptized in thick d^trkness, or was 
it in the broad effulgence of the noonday sun, that 
this purloiner, stooping like a savage vulture from the 
skies, pounced upon the maternal hen affeotionatdy sit- 
ting upon her brood, and snatched her from her perch| 
thus depriving her of her natural rest ?" 

Mr. LogroU, the lawyer on the other side, spoke 
with an eloquence deserving of a better caupe. We 
give its speech for its eloquence, not for its justice : 

^Gentlbmsv of thb Jubt:— Seldom has it been 
my good fortune to address a dogen of my fellow-citi- 
zens under happier auspices. All we want is the vindi- 
cation of Truth ; and, therefore, we want a jury of strict- 
ly honest and intelligent men. • 

" Such are the gentlemen now before me, and we musti 
win our case. Our cause is good and those worthy geti* 
tlemen who try that cause are good also-— good moral- 
ly, good intellectually. 

** Gentlemen, when I look upon your countenances, 
when I see so much intelligence in your eyes — so much 
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moral goodness in the exprassioii of your countenuicesy 
such noble brows, such lofty and eapacious foreheads, 
such an air of distinction abont &v&ry one of you, I 
must acfenoMrledge that I was never before so forcibly 
struck with: the dignity of human nature. I scarcely 
know you by name ; nor is it necessary, for your coun- 
tenances would give you a welcome from the king on 
his throne. 

''Gentlemen, I will not so £ir insult your eommon 
sense as to suspect you, for one moment, of leaning to 
the side of the prosecution ; for that would be an act 
like that found in JefiHes page 80, 000 : ' Cum proboscis 
capere, quintem, quentem, poforifiery junquinquas-— 
parly voo frenchay V 

''A case like that, gentlemen, I am happy to say has 
never yet eusted in this country* It is only in the 
dark ages, the mid-devil ages of the world that such a 
deed could be perpetrated by an intelligent jury. In 
that detestable case the prisoner was convicted on cir* 
cumstantial evidence aod hung »afterwards. Seven 
• days after his death, a ^rit communication was re- 
ceived by the judge announcing the entire innocence of 
the martyred victim. Shall this be a case of the kind 
gentleuken? I ask emphatically, shall Uiis be a case 
of the kind ? 

'' Therefore gentlemen, we confidentially look for an 
acquittal. We have not seen the black hen ; w^ never- 
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heard of the black hen, and we donH beliere that aiij 
such a hen ever existed. That black hen is a myth, 
gentlemen ; it smacks of the Apocalypse, when the bot- 
tomless pit was opened and men's eyes blinded by the 
smoke that ascended therefrom. Bat, gentlemen, you 
will not be blinded and bamboozled in that way. I 
know it. I know your intelligence. I know youV vir- 
ture and your honesty, and with the utmost confidence I 
submit the case to the conscript fathers of Baldinsville." 

The jury acquitted the prisoner without leaving their 
seats. 

We are shocked at the result of this trial. We took 
tea at the Pavilion on the same eveninig and conversed 
confidentially with Mr. and Mrs. Ward on the subject. 

The amiable lady is disconsolate for the loss of her 
hen, and great, excitement has been the result of the pris- 
oners liberation. 

The infamous reporter of the Eagle of Freedom sug- 
gested that Mrs. Ward was sitb po testi vivi ; but we 
don't believe anything of the kind. 

If there ever was a true, faithful, virtuous woman, it 
is Mrs. Betsy Jane Ward, and we believe the Eagle of 
Liberty could be mulcted .in heavy damages for trying 
to injure the reputation of the highly respectable lady ^ 
of the highly distinguished exhibitor. 

We hope never to be obliged to refer to a case of 
^is kind again, for justice has been outraged beyond 
redemption in the temple of justice in Baldinsville. 
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THE NIGGER MEETINa 

Artebmasb was never giUy of so mutch lafture as 
he was the other night ; but he took my blesson for it 
arfter he got home, when, as the poet says, the kurting 
of home rapt the wprld in his obliverous vale & the an- 
gels looked down upon a pitying world; the stars 
shedded their silver light, <&. the twinkling moon air 
full of the memory of days that are parsed. 

There was 2 be a meeting of the kullud brethren 
d; sisters in the red shoolhowse in Baldinsville, & the 
publidk was invyted to attend the same. Arteemass 
went there knot for the perfecting of the iner man in 
varchoo, but for the purpose of settin into the seet of 
theskomur. 

A jentlemen of kullur by the name of Cyrus Lilly 
was going 2 improve on the ockkazhun, & giv out invi 
tations 2 the respeck table portion of the inhabitunz of 
Baldinsville. Of coarse our wax figgur establishment 
reseeved a invite to come. 
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I tolled arteemass it was our dootj to be smart on 
this ockkazhun & dress up in our best, in order 2 show 
our respeckt for the kaws. . Arteemas put on his swal- 
low-taled black cote whitch was willed him by his 
granther 30 year aggo, & had alius been kept in first rate 
awdur ever sense. He brushed it up and beet it with 
a stick 2 get awl the dust out of it. 

Then he put on his kordirey pasl^oaiis^ir greesed up 
his boots, & he lookt quite smart, tho I say it that did- 
dend awt to sciy it. 

As for mcy I wore my blaok silk, whitch I mver put 
onto me except when I am g<Hng 2 nieeiting, I aliso 
wt)re my greea bunnit with a plenty of artifishul 
6owers into it, is put on my red shawl whitch it air the 
one I wore in Old Long Sign where I used 2 go to par^ 
tiz, & arteemas tolled me in kornfidunse thatl Io<4ed like 
a angel. I hit him a slap with my fan, for it «eemd au- 
dashtts like 2 praise me so steep when I was jest about 
to enter the sankohuary, when awl sitdli vanity is outer 
plaioe. 

When the fokes that i^od around the door seed me 
& arteemass cumming, they begun to stair ic to stand 
asighed, 2 let us parse, for they seed that we want none 
of the common sort. 

So we walked near to the desk ; is when Cyrus Lilly 
the minister seed us, he come down from the desk is 
shook hans with us, is arsked us how did we doo. 
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When arteemass arsked him 3 come k visit the wax 
figgurs. 

Mr. Lilly asked ef any of the kullnd heroze was into 
the koUecshun^ sitch as Nat Turner^ Kristophe, k Fred- 
rick Duglass. 

Arteemass toU^ him he haddent got intkj of thim 
yet, & that none sitch had been made^ 

'^ Then I can't oome konshienshasly," said Rev. M. 
Lilly; "it's inkurridging a distipkshun of kullur to 
visit wax « figgurs which it has only i kullnr into it, & 
I can't come. I attended u sorrp in Washington tother 
night where there was a tremei\jus numbur of kullud 
pussons, 6s some of the fust men is winunin of Boston 
in their compuny.^ 

So arteemass prommist 2 get some niggurs into the 
establishment, & I'll see that he keeps his word 3^ else 
he'll get my blesson* 

The minister said that his feelinks was muchihurt 2 
seci the prejudis against kullur all threw the country $ 
he said he was paned at his hart 2 see sitch biggottry 
Then I advised him to put on a white bread polltus on 
his brest & live on a milk diet, which would releave 
the pane. 

So when Mr. Lilly seen that I had a feeling for him, 
he said: "Thou air not &r from the kingdom." 

"I'm very much obliged 2 yer, I'm shure," said I, 
" whether you are in earnest or only in fun, it air a com- 
plement anyhow." 
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Whilst we were talking, 2 drunking sailures come in 
h sot down jest by the side of the desk, and I node by 
the weigh they winked at each other that they was 
there for no good ; so I kep my i onto um. 

I've got a look that goes rite threw people when they 
have got a gilty konshuns ; so I fixed my pursing gase 
rite onto their kountenanses all the time, till 1 of um 
asked me ef I woodent go out with him & take some- 
thing. 

He'd hev got my blesson ef the minister hadent be- 
gun to preech just at that minnit. He preeched buti- 
fuller than anybody that ever held 4th in that skool- 
house. His sarmint was took down for the Bugle 
Horn of Liberty, & was printed in that paper, 2 wit: 

Ladies b, Gembl'men ob bout cullurs: On dis 
solium 'casion I 'dress you breefly, bekuz, arter de 
'sembly am 'spersed, I is got to 'tend a torry at de 
house of de Hon, Massa Bluelight, which are gibben in , 
honor ob de 'lection ob a kiiUud pusson to de offis ob 
hog-reeve. 

I hope the time come shortly wen nobody hold ofiiii 
'cept de poppy lation ob kuUur. [Amen from several 
colored individuals.] I tell you gembl'men & lady, dat 
dis child Weaves in rotoration in offis. De white fokes 
hab had all de t)ffis dis eighty year, & now de time is 
come for kuUud pussons to hab dar turn. But dar is 
some who isn't willin dat de people of kullur should 
have siifTrage. Dey not 'low you to vote at all. 
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But we see 'bout dat. De debble-^ JeC Davis am 
overfrooe. Dey make war i^aiust de Narf & dey 
coudn't parwail ; dey call upon de fadder, de ole Beelze- 
bub for help &; he fki^ to come to time. J)ey get licked 
ebery whar, & now dey's got to gib suffage to de peeple 
ob knller whadder dey like it or not. 

Wot do you spose we want de suffage for ? Dar am 
reason enough for dat, we wants de sufikge dat we may 
hang Jeff. Davis in de fust' place; den we wants de 
Buffage dat we may hang all de rest ob dem dat hav 
been 'gaged in de rebellion ; den we wants de suffage 
dat we may hang all dem folks at the Norf dat simutize 
wid de rebals & dat wote agin Marse Linkum. 

Den we wants de suffage to make law dat anyboddy 
dat gibs sass to a pusson ob kuller shall be hung right 
off widout benefit ob clargy. Den we wants de suflSige 
so dat white fellers shall be de sarvints ob de kullud 
poppylation, & so dat white gals shall be 'bliged to make 
manners to kullud ladies whenebber dey meet de 
same in de 'treet. [" Go it, blacksnake T' from a sailor 
near the desk.] 

Who dat yarel Who sings out blacksnake on dis 
solium 'casion I Blacksnake you'seff, you onsarcumsiz- 
ed philistion! Put dat scorpion out ob de house? 
[Here two lank gentlemen with long hair rose to turn 
out^two rowdy sailors who xrere near the desk, Ss one 
of whom had caused the interruption. The sailors 
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squared off is aimed a blow at the g^tlemen with hair 
when the latter fled amain, leaping over benches and near- 
1y upsetting the highly respected lady of Mr. Ward, the 
distinguished exhibitor of wax figures.] Why you no 
put dera monster out ob de house? — Dey hab been 
guilty ob capital 'fence — dey sturb kullud gembl'man. 
We gwine to hab a law to hang ebery white fokes dat 
'suit de poppj^lation ob kullur. 

I 'fuse to 'peak nudder Wbrd till dem 'stroplus reper- 
bate is gwine out ob dis sakid edufice. 

[Here, the two sailors, encouraged by the jmpunity 
with which they had already offended, assailed the color 
ed gentlemen, and. caught him by the wool.] 

L^go my hair, I tell you ! Wot dis congrergation 
'bout to see a holy pusson pressecuted in dis manner I 
I am a martyr ob kullur ! 

[Here the ladies began to disperse, and the lailors« 
perceiving that the meeting was broken up, chang^ 
their tune, pretended friendship for the reverend gen- 
tlemen, and invited him to the tavern where his wrongs 
were redressed and his lacerated feelings soothed with 
frequent potations of com whiskey. He was heard to 
remark, as he tossed off the seventh glass : " Ah, brud- 
dring, I always knowd dar was balm in Gilhead — ^pasa 
de water, landlord."]— SH^e Bugle Horn of Liberty. 

lliat's the weigh the sarmint air printed in the Bugle 
But the edditor havn't put down tiie kondw k of artee- 
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mas, hoo larfl out loud when the mihnister was pulled 
out of his plaice by the hare of the hed. 

Think of the enormus konduct of a man like artee- 
mass, the respeckted profession of lions, tygers, is wax 
' iiggurs, & the father of twins. 

Whilst they were abusing the kullud bruthur, I riz up 
in my seat kawled on all the wimmin's rites femail 
present to come to the resqueue of the holy man, but 
they seemed 3 be all dumb founded, & cleared out of 
like a flock of sheep skeart by a wolf. 

But arfture I got arteemas home, I gin him setdi a 
leckchure that FU be bound he'll never be guilty of 
seteh opful komduck agin. 

And they wuz anuthur thing 2. When arteemas 
wuz going into the house, a yellure dorg call Toby bit 
him on the kaff of the laig. I telled arteemass that were 
a gudgment onto^him for the misskornduck which he 
were guilty of in larfing in the skoolhouse, ^ I tawkt 
2 him that were a gudgment on him 2. At larat, 
when he promist to be a obeedyunt huzband in footur^ 
I let him go to sleep. 
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peTarmacy extraordinary. 

It air about S yeer ago ^hich arteemass konsayted 
he were going 2 liev the kollery. He komplaned of 
panes in his hart, & his laigs, & compression of sperrits. 

I telled him that were not the simtoms off the kollery. 
but nothing wood sattisfy arteemass ; he must be dock- 
tured lite off. 

So we lookt over a docktur book itogether^ is found 
tfiat brandy were a grate meddysin for the kollery. 
Arteemass jumpt rite up & d^klored that it was jest 
the meddysin he'd been longing for. Natur had pinted 
it 2 his own mind be4 he had red a word about it onto 
the docktur book. 

But I had 2 words to say 2 that bargain. Arteemas 
kewrd by brandy would be arteemass drunk as a koot, 
& I couldn't think onto it, no how. 

I telled him that we'd send for a docktur & larn of 
him, fust, whether the brandy was kneaded or knot 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUB BOOK OF GOAKS. 68 

Arteemas kung ou a long speU, but I wouldn't heer 2 
it, finelly he gove in & agreed 2 hev the docktur. 

The raal docktur want at home, & so we had 2 get 
his mail, a yung feUure that were studdying for a dock- 
tur iu the orfiss. 

This yung felure wore a high hat & rufle^shurt, and 
high-heel boots, & straps to his pantyloons that was so 
tite that he couldn't stupe down 2 pick up his hat when 
It bloQ orf, <b was obieqjed 2 pay a boy 2 pick it up for 
him. "^ 

The peple were afeard 2 speak 2 him, he were sich a 
monstracious grate man, & when he come to our tent, 
he akted as ef he thort it very small biznis 2 docktur ar- 
teemas, & had something onto hiz mind of grater im- 
portence than that, <Se were into a hurry 2 go aweigh 
ag«iin. 

" What air yure komplaynt t" sea be. 

•* The koUery,'^ sez arteemass. 

He jumpt rite up & busted 1 of the straps of his 
trowzez, & ax for some vinnigger 2 smell of whilst he 
stayed, for fear of ketchin the disees, & loozing his val« 
ubel life. 

When he sez, ^ Less see yure tung," arteemass telled 
him nothing was the matter with his tung ; the disees 
were in his head & kaffs of his laigs. 

" Run out yure tung !" sez he in a loud voyce, as ef he 
was Captlttg of t^e Baldiusvilk miUishy. 
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So arteemass stuck it oat. He lookt at the king, is 
shook his head as ef he were trying to shake awl his 
bare orf. 

Then he ketched holt of arteemass's rist & squeezed 
that^ a little wile, is held his hed a 1 side as ef he was 
lissening 2 something. 

" How doo you sleep ?" sez he. 

" Two in a bed," ansured arteemass. 

"That's knot what I meen,*' sez he; "doo you sleep 
welir 

" Why, yes — kind o' well," sez arteemass ; ** that air 
is to say, I sleep well when Betsey Jane don't akt 
ornery ^'* 

1 gove arteemass a puroing look is he shut up. 

" Well, docktur," sez I ; " what meddysin must he 
take?" 

" Never mind meddysin," sez he ; "in the fust place, 
bathe his extreemities a quartur of an our in hot 
water." 

He cleared rite out is left us both nonplussed. We 
was appeerently left into a fix, for we dikn't know 
what he meant by extreemities. 

I concluded we'd best to inquire of the ministur. 

I sot out for the ministur's house which it is called 
the parsinedge in these parts, is I met him haff weigh 
in the street. 
. I arsked him to tell me what was the extreemitiea 
of a human criter. 
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^'^Whj/' sez he; '^ in the langgukilge of a grate 
author, * Man's extreemity air God's opportunity." 
- So I went back to arteemas^^ telled him what the 
paraon said. He said there were no cents into it, 
4 that we must arsk the squire what the extreemities 
of a hooman was ; A the squire sed the head A the 
feet of a man air his 2 eltreemities. 

So I put the tikkittle full of water onto the fire, ie 
when it biled, we b^^un for to kalqulate how to bathe 
arteeemass's 2 extremities a quartur of an our. 

Arteemass sed he didn't like 2 put his bed in hot water 
a quarter of an our, is he had serus dowts whether he 
could holt his breth so long as that without choking. I 
diddend see how we could put his bed & feet both into 
the hot water, at onct, without he was doubled up, 
whitdi it is the weigh they carry a pig to market. 

At last w^ pored out the water from the tikkittle 
into a tub, is arteemass put his bed in, but it were 2 
hot and skolt him so thet he pulled it out. 

Jest then, the old dpktor come in hisself, is arsked us 
what we were doing on. 

I telled him that we was goii^ to baUie the 2 ex« 
tremities of arteemass in hot water. 

He arsked us what put sioh a strange noshun into our 
beds, is I telled him it were his young jentleman. 

He telled us it wore all wrong, d; then hearskd artee- 
mass what were his komplaint. 
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" The kollery," sez arteemass. 

« The what?" sez the doktor. 

" The kollery," sez arteemassy louder'n ever. 

" What's yure simtoms 1" asked the doktor. 

" Head-ake & pains in my kafi^," sez arteemas^ 

** Yure a kaff yurself," sez he j " that's know kollery ; 
but if you ain't keerful you may have the dipthury, or 
the brown-keetus, or the kronnecfc or the billgos, or the 
the dusppersy, but as for the aahyottuck kollery yu've 
got know more of it as my boss*" 

When arteemass sed he was sure it must be the 
kollery, & wanted the doktor to describe for it. 

" It's no use to deseride for a disorder which is n<>t in 
yure sistem," sez the doktor ; " the whole material me 
duca wouldn't dp you know good without you hit onto 
the rite disees. Less see yur tung." 

"They's ktiow use looking at my tung, whitch is 
nothing the matter into it," sez arteemass ; " though ef 
yu can doo anything in that line, I wish you'd look at 
Betsey Jane's & describe something for that." 

Then the doktor was struck with larftur, & said he 
would give a sedative, & he supposed the attakts was in* 
tromittrent. 

At larst he obsarved that as arteemass node a gray 
deal mourn he did about the heeling art & the pracktus 
of meddysin, j? about the kollery and other diseesaa, he 
diddent see know use in his staying any longer. 
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' Then aH^eemass asked him for 15 scents, d: the dok- 
tor looked'up astonicht & wanted to no what he ment. 

" Bekaws yuVe seen all my beastesses, A wax Hggurs 
here," sez arteemass, ** <fc haint gove me no meddysins 
to take. Therefore you have had the.bennifit'of the 
sho for nothing, is must pay like any other individo- 
val." 

" No, I charge for the visit,'* sez the doktor. 

"'But you haint done nothing,"*sez arteemass; "so, 
pay for what you have seen — 15 scents, diildren 1-2 
price," 

Then the doktor storked out of the tent without 
another word, as ef we was nobody, and arteemass the 
father of twins and me nussin the same this blessed 
miunit." 
8* 
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THE DUEL. 

Nbvsb, sepce Amerikj were invented by Columbyus, 
were they a more skandlus thing done than when a big 
Dutchman come into our parts with his sho, & sot up 
nte under our knows, is got out his ban-bill jest like 
oum,is h^ um printed by the same typester thet 
printed ourn. 

He had a little tent that were not haff as big as ourn, 
& had nothing in it but five munkees, a woodchuek, a 
Paul parrut, & some sliterhand. tricks, like eating toe, 
A spurting fire out of his mouth, ^ torking through 
his knows, which it was calt ventrilokwissum. 

Me and Arteemass held a talk together about it, & 
kornkluded that it was best 2 make those imposture 
hand in his reezignation, or pull his tent down by 
forsing arms, espeshully as lots of peple went to his 
sho, which they seemed to undervally durn akkor- 
dently. 
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Fust of ally we kornkluded to try morrill swaysuluu 
We driest up into our best kloze, 4 I put on mj blade 
silk, which it were rarely seldom wore eggsept on the 
Sabbath A on Forther July. 

We started for the Dutchman's tent is kornkluded to 
foot it, tho arteemass thort it wood be more jenteal 3 
go into a wagging or a shaze. But it were only a 
kwartur of a mile 2 the place, 4 I was for footing it on 
shank's mayor. 

So we walked up to the Dutchman's tent, 4 found 
him setting outside 4 smoking his doodeen. 

Arteemass took off his hat very perlite, A made his 
manners. The Dutchman stared rite at him, 4 kept on 
smoking without sayne a word. 

When arteemas seen he behaved so ornery, he put^ 
on his hat agin, 4 sed : " Good morning." 

''Guten morgen," sez the Dutchman, but kept on 
smoking awl the time. 

Then arteemass wfm appeerently a little stuck, 4 
kaufl, bekawse he couldn't think of nothing else to say. 

Then I stept forrud, 4 I fixt my purcing gaze onto 
the Dutchman, 4 sez I : 

'^Mister, we've cum to see you about that little 
efiare, wludi they say you air going two take root in 
this yere spot, tho for that you're big enuff now without 
growing iny more." 

He smoked away till he seen I was intirely done 
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speekingy & t^en he turned to arteemas^, as inn^rsent 
£^ the angle Gabberrell^ <fe sez : " Woven spricht sie 1^ 

"What is he a-talking abputi" hollurd arteemass, 
which his dandy was riz at this insult to his better half^ 
& she nussin a pair o' twins this blessed minnit. ** I'll 
let you no what she air talking about, you leather hed* 
ded son of a dorg, that's, a come squarting onto these 
permlsses Ss interfearing with the rites o' man in the 
m.ost ongodly manner." 

" Mine tent — she ^all stay, already,** ansurd the 

Dutchman, & th6n kprntinyude 2 smoke as ef nothing 

was the matter. 
t 
That riled nie & arteemass mourn ef he'd spit in our 

faces, <fe arteemass obsarved to the IXutchman that it 

was only the tost up of a- copper with him whether to 

jump down his throat or kut both his ^ars orf. 

Then the Dutchman jumpt up & thumped onto* his 
breast with his thumb, and began to talk about " Mind 
honor — ^mine honor," & tiiat air awl we could compre- 
hend of his tawk. 

Then he went inside his tent, & a boy come out, <fe 
said the boss would send us a letter. 

So, bot^ on us went back to our tent in high dungeon, 
^ pritty soon arteemass gut a letter. He red it & put 
it in2 his buzzina without sayne a wdrd 2 me about the 
korntents of the same. 

So, I suspicioncd they was something rong, which he 
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would her shode it 2 me ef awl was rite in those 
letter. 

I watehed on the slj that night, when arteemass was 
rapped in pieoeful slumbers, I gut holt of the letter & 
red as followers : . 

" Mynheer Wadds : Dundar & blixen, it vash mine 
honor as shall be put in de fire von tausendste times 
yen you shall told me vat ish say von time te day af^r 
yesterday;, von tam ! 

"Vat you call in your tam Englische ven you vash 
%ht mlt von gewehr, von, awey, drey — ^bang ! 

" I vash fight mit you, & see vat come ef your wax 
figgure, ha ! In to-morrow's morning drey o'clock at 
sundowns, pehind mine tent. 1 shoot you in te head & 
kill you in te face, py tam ! 

" Henrich Gotleib Von Vanbenschoten." 

As sane as I red that, I node it W£» a dual, Ss I spose 
irteemass eggspekted to get orf & fite that Dutchman 
without my nolidge ; but I node how it wouM cam out 
ef he went alone. Arteemass is northing better as an 
orfin when he is divided from his better half, <fe so I 
watched for the dual with the intarmination 2 hev a 
fingger in the pye. 

Tords morning, I fen^ 2 be a vicktim two the 
drowsee god, <k snored as ef awl- creation had got the 
croop. I kept 1 i half open, & seen arteemass put on 
his close in a hurry, <fe take an epistle out of his trunk, 
is lode it up two the mussle with powder k bawl. 

Then he come along <fe looked at me & the twins is 
they a nussin awl the time. 
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Then he lift up his eyes tords the plastering, ^ scz 
he: 

^ Fm going, like Boiler, to meet Piazza on the field 
of battle, ^ 2 leave this onpurtected widder ds orfins 
to a cold, onfeeling world, which it air a solium moment 
to leave them & my wild beastesses A w«c figgers, 
which they air to be seen for 15 scents— children half 
price. 

Then he went on is bid a verj affective farewell to 
the kangeroo^ A arflure that I beam htm go out is shet 
the door. 

I slipped on my short gownd is Ibllowered him 
immejuntly. 

I node where the dual was to be fout, 4; so I kept 
well behind, but I got to the plaice at last, and the 
Dutchman was there with his epistle in his hand, whidi 
it shook as ef his body were a personified erthquake. 

I walked rite up 2 the side of arteemass, is as sune 
as the Dutchman seen me, he begun 2 be as brave as a 
lyon, is he strutted about the ground is begun nokking 
his breast with his epistle d;. hollering out: ^'Mine 
honour ! mine honour ! I vash kill you tead in te fiice 
like von slaughter- house, py tam !" 

Then I sez to him : '^ Why don't you take your place 
is prepair 2 exchanje shot, with iirteemass f 

^ I never fites von fraus,*^ sez he ; *^ Te fraus is too 
scared of te fires: Go away is leave te grounds toet 
mans." 
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^N^ver mind, mister," aez arteemass; ^she can't 
doo no hurt here, is when Betsy Jane makes up her 
mind to a thing, you couldn't draw her out of the idee 
ef you put on awl the ox-teams in Injinnapylus." 

The Dutchman sed he never heam of sich like, is he 

spoeed the wife would alius hinder her husband from 

fiting a dual, ds he groo paler is paler, is trimbled 

mourn more, wen he found I haddend come for 2 pre- 

Tent arteemass from fiting the duel. 

/'Come, Mynheer Vanbeuschoten," sec arteemass; 

** stand off, is let's hev a crack at 1 anuther." 

Then, awl at onct, the Dutchman throo up his hands 
is sex: 

'' Oh ! mein Gott ! vot a misherable sinner I am !" 

•'What's the matter?" sez I. 

** Oh ! I ish hev forgot," sez he ; "dish is von holy 
day in my chu^h ! I shall forgot all apout tfi holy 
days — I shall pe so vicked as never shall pe, already, to 
fight von duels on te holy day. Te duel must pe put 
ofif till to-morrow in the arfture noon, two o'clock tay 
afber yesterday morning." y^ 

" Well," sed arteemass ; " I must abserve that I don't 
think inny the less of no man for attendin' two his re- 
lljus dooties, is ef that's your reezing for delay, we'll 
make the aflfare posthumous for the present. But wen 
you fixes the time, nabur, please be partikular that it 
don't com on no holy day agin, else I'll shoot you per- 
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miscuoas, rite down, may where I can ketch you, & 
here's Betsey Jane two prove I tolled yon so. 

So they fixt on the next, morning for the duel ; ^ ar 
teemass A me got up rite uriy A went onto the ground : 
but they was no Dutchman left. His tent were gone & 
his munkees, & his Paul parmt, ^ he were gone his-, 
self. 

That was the last we ever seed of Mynheer Von 
Vanbenschoten. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUB BOOK OF GOAXA. 05 



VISIT TO NEW YORK CTTY, 



Larst summer, arteemass's cuisipe^ Belief Stafibrd, 
oome onto a Tisit at Baldinaville, dc tolled va she ^ad 
been two New York whare every boddy that air got 2 
grains of common sense can pick up munny like the 
moonbeams that shines ibr awl. 

She shode us lots of ellegunt goold Jewelry that she 
bawt in Chaltum street at a awkshun store, enemast 
nothing at awl, & said that iny thing yu wanted yu kood 
get dorg cheap into New York. 

That sot me & arteemass 2 komsiddering, for Belief 
was iK> grate surkumstans, ^ ef she cood do so well 
into the city, we'd ought two make a fbrshune in 1 
week ; for arteemass was alius noan for his talons into 
the sho biznis, & as for me, I was grate at providing d^ 
giving good advice, which it was arteemass's dooty two 
take, ef he didn't want what paddy gove the drum. 

So arteemass, he drest up into his best, & I put on 
my black silk which it is rarely seldom it goes onto my 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 BXTSET JANX WAXD 

back eggsept for the Sabbaoth & other holly days, is 
we sot out for the grate city of New York, like Paul 
going up to Jerusalem. 

When we arrove in New York, we looked around 
upon the peple, k arteemass he sirvayd them with a 
sort of grfishus smile at there ignurrens, fo^ey little 
node that ht was the grate wax 6ggur man from Bal- 
dinsville, is the women awl hurrid by without kerdiee- 
ing two me for they little node that I was the wife to 
the grate sho man hisself. 

Fusty we come to a grate lot that was f^ced in, ie 
in the middle of it there stood^n allfired big ho^ose awl 
made of marvel, & they called it the city haul. It is 
the place wheire the mare lives, Sc they holt the court. 
Whilst we was looking at this big bilding, they eotnt 
along a woman in a check gownd with a baskit onto 
hur arm. She was about my haithe, is wore a cap with 
a laije bordur, and her arms was bear ^ was very big 
and fat. I never node hur name, is forgut two arsk 
hur what it was.^ But she arsked arteemass ef he 
would hev some whofHes ; he looked into hur baskit 4s 
seen something there that lookd pritty nice — a sort of 
cakes with dents into um, it he bort six of um, is we 
sot down onto a bench is ete um. 

So, the woman sot hur baskit down, ^ arsked us ef 
we'd been long in the city. We tolled hur we'd jist 
come down, is arsked hur ef she'd been there long. 
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She said she was brawt up there Sc was born in 
orringe street. Then arteemass & me lookt at hur 
with addmurashun, and she sez 2 Ihih: ''Does your 
mother no yu're out 1" 

Arteemass tilled hur he hadn't gut know muther A 
mat A : *^ It's a smart piece sense the good woman dide. 
She was 25 yeer old when she war marrid, h she jined 
the meeting house when she was 44 yeer old. Komse- 
kwentially, she made a good eend." 

" Yu don't say V sez the woman ; ** h what did yer 
pay for yer noo kote V 

^ I took it in barter for a wax (iggurof Tekumsin, h 
got this kote h a picktur of Mr. Buchanan^ the Presi- 
dent." 

'' Yu.must be grite onto a trade^,^ sez she ; ^ did yu 
ever no Mr. Buchanan." 

** Not personified/' ansurd arteemass " but we've got 
his bock." 

•What book is thatt" sez she. 

''It's a big book of meddysin for fitmellieSy'^ ses 
atteemass. 

So. she sed she must4>e going, h got up. Arteemass 
& me both shook hans with hur, k give a invite to call 
^ see us when she come two Baldinsville, h arteemass 
sez : " Ef ever yu come up our weigh, yu shall be wel- 
come to see the sho for ten scents, whitch it is 5 scents 
took orf from moty ves of frendship." 
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She sed she'd try 2 come. 

" Doo so," sez artdemas ; " sense you'll make & 
scents by the oppurashun." 

We never found out hoo that womaa was, only tH^ 
had good strong horse sense, is was abc^t my haiAe ; 
that Fm sure on as I stood up dose to hur two ti^ th^ 
eggsperim^tr 

At inny rate, she'd found out hoo we were which she 
would, no doubt, tell awl the people, & arteemass kept 
lookin behind kim, eggspecting every minnit two see 
the crowd come running arftur him to inkwire about 
the kangaroo. 

Then me <fe arteemass went up aad stood by a 
pesky big wring like a sirkuss, &; they tolled us it wiw 
l^e Fountain. It was the first Fountain I ever ^een. 
It was a big round hole in the ground, <fe a lot of old 
irun in the middle of it. We oouldn't find out what 
they did with it. 

A felure into gray klose about a ineh taller than ar- 
teema^s came along & sez to him : *^ HuQo I naistur ! 
hev you dropt yer pockit book." 

Arteemas put his hand in his pockit for 2 fee], & «ez 
he : " Know-^here 'tis," is he pulled out his puss & 
shode it to the felure. 

Then the felure shode arteemass a pockit-book stuil 
full of notes, & sed he'd jist pickt it up, & he might 
hev it & awl the munny inside of it for 10 dollufs." 
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" What heV yu found Ihare, nabur ?" said anuthur 
felure ia black klose hoo <KHnie up jest at those mo- 
ment. 

" A pockit-book — air it yourn ?" sez the first felure. 

** No, I koosayte it's knot," « but I'll give yer 10 dol- 
lurs for it, if yer'll trade." 

.** No, I'm bound in onur to let this jentlemun her it, 
as be had the refuzle of it h&4 yu eome up« What doo 
yer say, naburf 

I winked with both ize 2 arteemasa, for I seen that 
the pockit-book had mourn 20 bank notes into it ; but 
arteemass sez : 

" Stranger, I wish to make a obsarvation which it 
seems onakkountable that ef it kontayns so much mun- 
uy as yu pertend, that you doant keep the pockit-book 
yerself insted of sellin it for 10 doUurs. 

** Bless my ize !" sed the felure ; " did I fuggit tw<t tell 
you that I'm going to Kalyurforny to-morrow morning, 
& these yere bills being as how they air awl on kuntry 
banks will be of no mortel use tur me ' whatsomever ? 
ten doliuz in Noo York munny is worth awl of um 2 
me, yer no." 

^' Less look at the bills," sez arteemass. 

** Doo yer go for 2 dowt my word & onor 1" sez the 
felure, & he begun to pull up his sleeves for a fite. 

But a kupple of men in Bloo klose, with a peace of 
brass hnngin on their surtoot kotes, happent to come 
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that weigh, Ss the felure chucked the pockit-book in 2 
his pock it Sc made tracts across the field, gratelj to the 
arshtonishment of me d? arteemass hoo hollurd two 
him 2 come back. 

** That's the felure — arfture him r sez 1 of these men 
in the bloo klose. 

They run Sc the felure run, Sc arteemass arsked the 
other felure hoo stood still, what thej were g<Hn two 
doo with the felure that had git the pockit-book. 

** Why, you see,** sez he^ "they want to ketch him 
Sc put him in 2 some orfiss, but he's 2 moddest two 
eggsept of it, d? so he cuts awl he nose." 
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THE CANDIDATE. 

Whsk Jethro Fish was put up lor a candydate for 
the lejislachure, arteemass took a very aokty ve part in 
pollutiksy for he had node Jethro, man is boi, mourn 80 
veer. They was both bom in Baldinsville, is been out 
cat-shooting together, many air the time, till they sawn 
the mune go down, is the tinkling lites of the villidge 
go out 1 by ] , like the aujiunz when the komtribushun 
plate is coming round in the meeting house. 

Arteemass was hot for putting Jethro rite in 2 ot^ns 
without asking him inny kwestions about his footur 
kornduck ; but, as I were a member of the Wimmins 
Bites I couldn't think <^ trusting him till I iK>de what he 
was going 2 doo arfture his election. 

I tolled arteemass that I would put some kwestions 2 
the candydate, is ef he ansurd em rite, I would give my 
komsent for him two vote for him. 

So, I took a peace of righting-paper is a led pensile is 
rit as follows : 

llr. Jethro Fish, Sir : As you air up for candydate 
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two the Lejislatoor, I rekuire yu two ansur the folio w- 
ering kwestions be4 I shall let my husband vote for yu. 
—2 whit : 

4 

1. Air you of opinion that pink-root is good for worms, 
& do you no how to pikkle pigs' feet 1 

2. Do yu believe that wimmin air as mutch rite to 



vote k holt orfiss as men, & will yu use yure infloounz 
two hev the' wimmin eleckted two l^omgress? 

8. Do yu believe that the wooman is the hed of the 
man, & that a disobedunt husband should be ducked 
into the hoss-pond 6c put in jale arfturewads till his wife 
sees fit 2 let him out. 

4. Do you believe that Paul was only using sarkasm 
when he sed the man was the hed 6f the wooman, be- 
'kaws it air presisely the revarse. 

5. Do yu believe that we awt 2 believe every word 
of the Bible, eggsept whare It eomes in kornflikt ^ith 
wimniins Rites docturings ? 

9. Do yu alius let yure wife hev the middle of the 
bed, or do you serowge hur 2 won sighed 6s take the 
best place yourself? 

7. Do you beiieve that whare a man is up foi* the 
Lejislatoor, a kuraunity should be appinted two insult 
with his wife & diskivvei^ wether she thinks him worthy 

of the onor 1 i 

By ansuring awl these qwestions r|<b, yu may get the 
vote of my husband arteemass ; but, oQierwise, you may 
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look out for squalsy let me here from yu as qwick as 
possible, ife I remaney respectively. 

Bbtset Jaitb Wabd. 

It took Jethro a hull week two compose his ansur as 
followering — 2 whit : 

. MiRB. Bbtst Jakk Ward : Madam: I was agreeably 
surprised by a communication from you — ^an honor a? 
little reciprocated as it was merited.' Having always 
regarded you as a lady of astonishing intelligence as* 
well as moral worth, and, as I am a family man, you 
will permit me to say, adorned with every charm and 
grace both of person and of mind. Beautiful without 
affectation, graceful without hypocrisy, and dignified 
without pride, I envy my friend Ward the possession 
of such unparalleled excellence — ^not to say angelic 
attributes, though I might say it in truth, had I not set 
my. face as a flint against even the appearance of flattery. 
But who can ^pend an hour in your society without feel- 
ing as if he had been in Paradise, talking with one of the 
heavenly host, who so often visited Adam and Eve 
amid the roseate bowers, and instructed them in virtue, 
in true wisdom ? May I have the honor to subscribe 
myself, very respectfully. 

Your humble servant and ardent admirer, 

Jethro Fish. 
4 
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When I reeseaved that letter from Mr. Fish, I seen 
that he had the root of the matter In him. It was a 
ansur in full 2 awl that I rekwired, k tolled arteemiass 
that he mite put in 2 votes, or half a duzzin, for Jethro, 
if he pleased. 

So Jethro was elected, k I may take kreddit to my- 
self for having eggzurted myself pursennelly 2 seacure 
his elekshun. 
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SPIRITUAL SIANCE. 

EvEB^ v'lOT what nose inything of wimmins rites, 
nose that fperritoolism is 1 of the most pertikklar 
pint« of thhi purswazhun. , 

Thare4 I thort it my dooty to^enkurridge arteemass 
2 get a insight into the sperritmeejiams. 

Sez I : '' arteemass, yu air now of an age 2 improve 
yure introlects; & ever sense I took yu under my 
charge, I hev felt that I was 2 blame for not instructing 
yu in the hire branches of eddikation." 

Then arteemass took out hiz hankurcher & blode hiz 
knows as ef heaven Ss urth were coming together. I 
node by thet thet he didn't preshiate my obsarvation. 
It was the only weigh in which he dast two express hiz 
descent from my views. 

I pade know attention two this little buy play onto 
his part, which it is natchural 2 the onrejinerot man as 
haz never took lessings in hooman proggress. 

I tolled him, in few Words, the( he must go with me 
to the house of Miss Charity Whipple & see the pur- 
formunz of the sperrits, as Miss Whipple was 1 of the 
most exstrornary trance mejiums that there was out. 
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" It air immiteral 2 me," sez ai-teemass, " I dornt no 
northing about none of um, I takes no interest into it 
whatsomever. I'm a' sho man by trade & a professur 
of wax figgurs, & not of the sperrit shoze, which it is 
something out of my line, leastwise yu could get 1 or 
2 sperrits in2 the tent & plaice um alongside of the 
wax figgurs, they mite doo as well as iny other qurios- 
sity." 

I tolled arteemass that sitch tall^ was profannity, & 
thet the sperrits was invissubble & couldn't be kept for 
a sho, only the demonstrayshuns, sitch as tipping tables 
rapping, playing onto the gittar, d: righting yure name 
with a pensile under the table. 

" Well," sez arteemass ; " stop till I can put on a 
cleen biled rag & I'm with yer in a jifFy, & you'd better 
put on yure thick shawl, or yu'U ketch cold & be' hora 
de combaV^ 

" Arteemass !" I obsarved, fixing onto his kowntin- 
nunz my purcing gaze ; " arteemass, is thet the weigh 
for 2 speak two the wife of your buzzim — to call me a . 
horse, & me riussin twins at this blessed moment 1" 

Howsumever, we got reddy & started orf. 

When we got 2 the house of the Whipples, we foun^ 
all the ladiz at home, <fe about a duzzing spentovals ol 
both secksez, & they was way ting for me & arteema» 
2 come. 

Then we awl sot around a little pine table, for %hi 
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•peirits likio 2 hev^a table that is eezy two lift. Pritty 
soon it begun 2 tip, & I tolled arteemass 2 arsk a 
kwestion. 

He arsked the sperrit ef his kangaroo was a parfeokt- 
ly hartnless beest, & the table lifted 3 times, whitch it 
air in the effirmitive. 

Then arteemass sed it was rong, & was going to tell 
how the kangaroo had bit his finger enurmost orf ; but 
I kicked him, under the table, onto the shin, <fe made 
him shet up ; becaws I think it my oooty 2 enkurridge 
the sperrits & knot 2 korn tray diet them, . 

At larst, arteemass konsayted that he seen the 
mejium lift up the table by placing his foot aginst a 
kortier of the leg. 

He whispurd 2 an onbeleever skepticule that sot 
nixt 2 him, <fc they watched and seen him doo it, <fe 
made him take a weigh his foot, k and when he did, he 
couldn't ma^e t^e table lift at awl. 

I node it was all rite, & Miss Whipple took me in2 
the other room k eggsplaned it 2 me most beautiful. 
She sed that the table had a sperrit as well as a human, 
k the sperrit of the table air in the same shape as the 
table. But the sperrit, having no fleshly hands, can't 
move the table itself without employing the hands or 
feet of some human hoo is into the body. 

But the sperrit ansurs iny kwestion you ask him by 
lifting the spit .t of the table, & then he impresses the 
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mejium k tells him when the sperrit of the table is 
lifled, then the mejium uses his hands 2 lift the table 
itself, & lifts it j)ist as minny times as the sperrit tells^ 
him 2. 

I seen it awl as plane as daj, for, in koarse, the 
sperrit can't deal with materul substances without Using 
the hands of a materul being hoo is in the body. But 
it is the sperrit hoo tips the table becaws it is done by 
hiz ordurs, jest as noe bilt the ark, tho he hired 100 
men 2 doo it for hitn, h never tutched hammer gnaw 
chizzle with his oan hand. 

Then I tolled Miss Whipple that I would eggsplane it 
awl 2 arteemass, but she sed : oh, no, thet the oninishi- 
ated wouldn't beleeve thet the sperret had inything 2 
doo with it ef they node that the table was lifted by the 
mejiums's hands or feet. They would say it air awl 
done by musquelar force, whereas the musquelar force 
isn't appiide to the visible table till arfture the sperrit 
of the table has been liftied by sperrit hands, ti the 
mejium air instructed by the spirrits 2 lift the visible 
table with his visible hands, so as 2 make the outward 
korrespond with the inward. 

Were4 she tolled me I must be very keerful knot 2 
let arteemass or iny other outsider no how it were 
done. 

Then we went back into the rheum, and Miss Charity 
Whipple went in2 a tranz & begun 2 talk butiful. She 
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sed we mite arsk .questions, & arteemass arsked hur 
how old she waji. 

"Mortal, sez she; "you air ignorunt o£ the fust 
principuls of the sperrits. This is knot Miss Whipple 
what air speaking two you now ; it air a sperrit that is 
^>eeking through hur, & the mejium herself don't no 
whet she sez, nor whet yu air arsjcing hur. Yu must 
arsk some kwestion that air sootable 2 put 2 a sperrit. 

" Very well, Mister Sperrit," sez arteemass ; " I will 
arsk only sitch kwestions as oppurtanes 2 sperritooal 
subjects. I didn't arsk the age of Miss Whipple be- 
kaws I kneaded iny informashun onto the subject, for I 
noee hur age as well as sh# i^ose it hurself ; she is jest 
48 year of age." 

Then Miss Whipple sprung up in hur cheer & turned 
as red as fire, & looked round onto awl the men that 
was present, & she hoUurd out : " It air a lie ! it air a 
pesky lie. I never seen 30 yeer yet. Get out of this 
rheum, you ornery, good-for-nothing wax figgure ped- 
dler." 

Then arteemass sez : "I arsk pardon of the mejium 
for telling hur age ; but I thort I were speeking to the 
sperrit, & thort she didn't no what I sed, gnaw what 
ansurs she was making, it was the sperrit speeking 
through hur. But praps it's only the sperrit hoo air so 
mad bekawse I tolled the mejium's age." 

Then there were some loud laflure hearn from 1 or 2 
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skepticulls hoo was present, ^ the other pursons- sigsi- 
fide that arteemass had better make hisself skuroe, as 
sitoh talk were nerer aloud in sperrit-surkles, & that free 
speech was aloud in the surkles purvided they didn't 
speak inything that was kontrary to the truth. 

Then I fixed my purcing gaze on arteemass, without 
sayen anuthur wor J, &; he node it ^ere best for him 2 
shut up, for everything could be ^gsplained, Uiough 
the karnal-minded wouldn't understand. It's only the 
wise that can understand these misteries, A when they 
onct git nishiated it's awl as plane as day ; but artee- 
mass never had my good strong horse sense, but was 
alius a little shaky about tiie intrelledcs. 

Howsomever, he dasn't say northing agin the troo 
docturing be4 me, fbc sperritoolism i; wimmins rites has 
got 2 flote togetiier where they air established onto the 
same sollid rook. 
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A FAMILY SQUABLE, 

It air sometimes the case that the wife-^-hoo air na- 
ehurally the head of the fammily-^ has got awl the in- 
trellect that thej air in the hull establishment. Sitoh 
air the case with me ft arteemass. He air got some 
talons for wax figgurs k kangaroos, bat my gift air al- 
together of the intelleetooal specie^ 

Larst Friday, I had a sellect party of the lltturary 
at our tent, ft we^nsohed together about the best weigh 
of governing the kuntry \ ft konduded two prepare a 
pittion to kongress sitting 4th the ronge that airsuffurd 
by the fare sect, 

Arteemass wanted that I should attend to the bizniss 
of taking munny at the door, as tbey were a hoss-race 
in the neighborhood ft minny foks coming d our 
show. 

A little dispute grode up out of it, like GonafC^ 
gourd, ft arteemass behaved into the scandillust man- 
ner, ft I'd better leeve holding perlittikul meetings to 

the other sect. So, we went on from one thing 2 
4» 
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another, till he incinnivated that I uegleted his klose, &; 
that his storkings was never darned, is it was onpossi- 
ble to no whitch weigh 2 put um on. 

That was the most insultingest story that was ever 
tolled about a pare of storkings, for I took pertikyou- 
lar panes 2 mark the tops of the storkings with a peace 
of red chawk that he mite no at which end 2 put in his 
foot, & I did this bekaws he was kontinyoually getting 
um on upsighed down, though for that it made little dif- 
furunce, ^ggsept into the idee of the thing, as the open- 
ing in the foot was as big as the opening at the top. 

The chawk mark at the top ansurd every purpuss is it 
air knot 2 be eggspected that a wooman hoo has 2 at- 
tend 2 the reforms of the day, can attend 2 sitch ornery 
matter as the mending of a pare of storkings. 

The pressident of our sossiety took up for me, & she 
tolled arteemass that thay was onfumished logings in 
his head, & that he'd better let out the top part of it for 
a Police Station, & he telled hur that the top part of bur 
head was used for that all reddy, awl but the fust 
syflabuU. 

But I giv him my purcing gaze, is he m^d hisself 
skurce. 
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THE SAILING PARTY. 

1 morning they cum 2 our place^ a cuisine of artee- 
mass from down 2 Banggaw, whare he caries on the solt- 
ing down-kodfish biznissl 

Arfture we had ett our brekfust, the cuisine, hooze 
name was Benjimmin Chace, sed he'd like 2 toke a sale 
up & down the river, is he node a man thali had a small 
slupe with 1 mast hoo would let us hev it for a trifle of 
munny 2 use awl day. 

Arteemass sed he was willing, for he'd orfen thought 
he would like 2 ride on the water ; & so it was aggreed 
2 by me & arteemass. 

Benjimmin sed we needunt dress up at awl, as we * 
would see noboddy but the fishes, & they yras a scaly 
set theirselves and wouldn't notiss our klose. 

Akkorduntly, we kookt a plate of saucyjiz, & put \m 
in a baskit, is went down <fe got into the bote. 

Benjimmin histed up the cloths, which they were 
qallod sales, is 1 was bigger than the tother is was tyed 
2 a big stick that swung about every onct into a wile as 
nokt arteemass's hat orf 2 or 3 times. We rid down 
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the river in the bote, tho it tipt down 2 mutch onto 1 
sighed, which it seamed as ef it was going over, & would 
plunge us into those watery grave. 

Benjimmim was the cappin, & arteemass & me was 
the passiiijers, so thet I didn't like 2 inturfear with the 
mannidgement of the bote, thq I seen that Benjimmin 
was doing rong. When 1 arsked him 2 go in tords the 
land, he put the steering-stick the rong weigh Ss pinted 
it rite orf from the land. 

Ef it had been arteemass lusself, I would hev took 
the stick rite out of his hands & turned it the rite way. 

When I wanted him to sale strate up the river, ho 
Baled tord the land, fust 1 sighed Ss then the other. I 
arsked him why he didn't go strate ahead. He sed it 
air on akkownt of the wind, & he were obleejd 2 beat. 

I tolled him he would be ^hure knot 2 beat ef he 
saled so krooked, & I tride 2 make him understand that 
he should pint the eend of the bote rite up the river, <fe 
then he would get along fiister, but he woodent heer 2 
me, & at. last I detekted him in looking at arteemass <li 
grinning at my obsarvationau - 

Arteemass grinned at him back agin^ ^, into that 
way, I was made a larfing-stock betwixt um. 

Then my dander riz, & I seezd the stick that turns 
the bote, and put it the other weigh. Benjiinmi^ 
hoUurd out like fury, is tolled me 2 let go, but I hung 
onto it with all my mite, & ef he had only let me done 
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weed hev gone rite strate wp the river most butiful, but 
his interfearing made the shiest shake and flap, & the 
bote quiwurd & kind o' turned haff round, <fe the wind 
blode the bote rite down on 1 sighed Ss the water come 
into my face, A the fust I node I was <mto the bottom 
of the bote, & Benjimmin & arteemass holding me on 
for fe^ I should slide or^ <fe get drowned into a watery 
grave. 

I was wet to the skin, & 1 of my shoes had come 
iHf & was gone down to the bottom of the river. 

" What air the matter?" sez 1 2 arteemass, 

"The bote is kapsized," sez he, " bekaws you would 
mannidge t&e rudder, & we had pesky hard work 2 
save yu from getting drowned ^ but we've got yu up 
onto the bottom of thO bote now, <b cf you keep quiet 
yu may be saved." 

"Oh, goodness graahus!" sez I; "I hope they air 
know danjur." 

" No," sez B(^jimmin ; " th^ air know danjur ef 
they see us from the shore, & come orf 2 take- us from I 
the reck f but ef noboddy seed us thay will be ^ grate 
deel of danjur." 

Then I skreeched d3 loud as a yung kettimdunt^ 
which it was the best thing as could be done as my 
voyce mite be hearn by somebody hoo would come for 
our delivveruas ; for noboddy could hev the hart 2 see 
a onpurtekted feemail choked with the salt water, ef 
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she could be snatched from the devouryDg ellementSk 

But I seen noboddy coming, Ss were afoared I should 
be drowned. Then I thort it mite doo some good 2 
adress the throne o' grace, & so I sed 2 or 3 prayers as 
loud as I could holler. For, tho I never jined the 
meeting house gnaw thawt it worth while to make ^ 
purfession, yit I think it's very well 2 hev a little 
rillijun stowed away somewhere, like Sunday klose, or 
like a life-presarver in yure trunk, to be used in case 
of ship-reck, or inny sitch solium awkkashun, when 
praying comes natterrall. 

I felt orful bad about gitting drownded, it must be so 
onpleasant 2 be ate up by the fishiz. But that wamt 
my cheaf konsarn, whitch it was the loss that poor 
arteemass would suffer to be left awl alone into the 
world, & 2 be depriveed of the wife of his boozum. 

It was a very effecting thought, what poor arteemass 
would doo when he were lefl; awl to hisself into the 
world like an orfin, & I was afeared it would bripg down 
bis few hares with sorrur 2 the grave. 

So I screeched for help, & at larst a little skifl were 
scene coming tords us. As soon as the skifl got close 
2 us, I telled arteemass knot to forgit that I was a poor 
onpurtected feemail & put me safe in 2 the skift be4 he 
got in hisself. Akkorduntly, we was taken in & brawt 
safe 2 the land, is the wife of arteemass's boozum were 
presarved alive. 
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THE BAD BILL. 

1 Saturday arfturnoon, when I were tending at tbe 
do6r of the tent, 2 take munny of customers akawding 
2 my uzhal will knot, Barny Hobbs the shewmaker 
come along & arsked 2 go in. 

I held out my hand for the munny which it air my 
uzhal will knot. He larfed Ss sed : ^' yu must trust 
me this time, Miss Ward, as times air hard & taxes air 
hi." 

I jist pulled down my under i-lid with my fingger, & 
sez I : " Doo yu see inything green there, Mr. Hobbs 1" 

"But Vm in rale arnist, Miss Ward," sez he; "I 
can't raze a scent jist this minnit." 

" Ef times air hard with yu," sez I, givir^ bim a 
purcing gaze ; " they air jist as hard with us, Ss taxes 
air ekally hi in these yere diggins, sur. Thare4, 1 cant 
kornshienshusly let yu in without the munny." 

"But, remember old Long Sign," sez he; "yuVe 
node me this 10 year." 

"It's in kornsekwunz of knowing yu so long that I 
cant trust yu," sez I ; "ef I'd node loss about you, pre- 
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hsCps I would feel safer in chawking it up to yure 
akkownt." 

Then he straitened rite up like a jerraff, &; he slung a 
'<}hor of tobakker out of his cheek, as big as a child's 
head, & dashed it down onto the ground, and sez he : 

"My kreddit's good ennff 2 git munny jnywhares 
into Baldinsville, & Til get the 15 scents <Sc go into the 
sho in spite of yu : see ef I don't." 

Orf he went like a stecmbote under hi precun^, & 
enormost immeduntly he come back into the most ez- 
citedest passion, is jerked down a 10 scent & a6 scent 
stamp. 

** Thare's yure munny," sez he. 

He were going rite in, but I held out nay S arms & 
kept him back. Sez I : 

" Mr. Hobbs, on akkownt of the nolidge I hev of 
yure murrallities, I must eggzamune these yere bills in 
the most purtickularest manner, be4 I can let yu 
, parse." 

That made him so mad he was reddy 2 bust his wes- 
kit, it I kornsayte that ef arteemass's head haddent 
been in sight over the top of the purtition, heed hev 
rushed rite in, in spight of me. 

So he stood still & glowered at me like Pd been 1 of 
the kewriossities of thp sho myself. 

I ketched up the 10 scent stamp, & I preseeved it 
were kowntyrfit at the fust glimps into it. 
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Sez I: "It's a bad bill." 

Sez he : " Miss Ward, knot wishing to give you a ill 
answur, I must tell ya that yure nyther a witch gnaw a 
angle, or yu'd a node it were a good bill. I jest got it 
from the square hisself." 

When h& sed that, I rikkognirized the bill at onct, 
for I'd parsed it orf 2 the square myself on that very 
morning, in duuige for half a dollar. So I'd the best 
rezins 2 no it were a bad bill, d$ sez I : 

"Mr. Hobbs yu hev behaved here into a very 
onuseyourawl manner. Fust yu wanted 2 get trusted 
& then yu bring a kownturfit 10 scent stamp. It's 
my advice that yu go strate home 2 yure shop, be4 yu 
get a dose of stirrup-ile," & 1 knodded my head into 
the direction of arteemass. 

" Never mind yure husband," sez he ; " yure a pare 
of noboddies inyhow, & the villidge of Baldinsville 
would be well rid of you both." 

Then arteemass come out, when he hearn that, & 
asked what air the matter. 

Sez I : " This yere kobbler hev spoke misrespecktM 
2 the wife of your buzzim, & she nussin a pare of twins 
this blessed moment." 

" Ef I had my ryefuU hear, I'd shute yu like a dorg !" 
sez arteemass to Hobbs. 

" Yu couldn't doo nothing," see Hobbs, " ef yu had 
yure gun hear on the spot." 
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"Yu'd find out,'* sez arteemass; "yu wouldn't be 
80 lucky as Sam Flynn was, which he had a bullet go 
rite through his head, & air alive & well this minnit.** 

" There would be know danjur in shuting ju through 
the head, inyhow/* sez Hobbs; "it wouldn't kill yu 
at awl." 

" What's the reezin?" sez arteemassu 

" Bekaws the ball wouldn't be in iny danjur of 
tetching any brain," sez he, 

" What doo yu mean 1" sez arteemass. 

"That yure skull air as MT as a sukt egg-^hell," sez 
Hobbs. 

" You pesky wax-knows, ornery cuss !" sez artee- 
mass ; " for 2 pins I'd kut both yure ears orf & skin 
yu alive. But yure beneath my notus." 

" Ef I air beneath yure notus, I'll never be bit by 
dorgs," an surd the purvarse felure ; " for iny body that's 
bemeath yure notus must be inferm 2 a puppy dorg, & 
the animiles wouldn^t soshiate with him. As for yu, 
yu air along with yure proppur kumpanyuns, monkeys* 
& kangaroos & sitch like. As the poem sez : " Birds 
of a fether flocks together." 

lliat riled arteemass so bad that he lookt onto the 
felure with porffect korntempt & walked rite away, 
followered by the wife of his buzzim. 
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THE VOLUNTEER. 

It air 2 yeer come nixt munth, when they came in2 
Baldinsville a loyal patrott by the name of Silvaneous 
Gabble. 

He were in hopes of getting a sitty vation 2 go as 
minister 2 Chili, or 2 some other outlandish place that 
nobody never hearn about. That kept his patrottism 
up 2 the biling pint Ss made it slop over onct into a 
while. 

At larst he come 2 our-villidge & appinted a grate 
meetin 2 addres the peple <fe purs wade um awl to 
volunteer. 

The parson opened the meeting house for him 2 
speechify into, & everybody went 2 hear him eggscpt 
me. I was obleeged to stay & tend the sho into the 
absense of arteemass. 

Arfture arteemass had been 2 hear him onct, he was 
awl possest, & deklared that he would bukkle on his 
se-woard & go for 2 fite the inimy ef it cost him his 
life. 

When I seen the speech published into the Bugle 
Horn of Liberty I felt a little tetched up myself for it 
red butiful, espeslially these lines — 2 whit : — 
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" FsLLEB-ciTizENS ! If there's any of those infarnal 
copperhead in this sacred village, that believes Chris- 
tianity is against skinning rebels aliv'e, hanging um with- 
out judge or jury, & sculping their wives & children 
before their eyes, haul him out & send him on to 
Washington to be tried for treason & hung till he is 
dead — dead — dead. 

"If there's any one in your parts that holds his 
peace <fe that don't cry, day & night, against rebels & 
copperheads, & pray God to withhold from them the 
means of salvation, & send them to h — in spite of re- 
pentance, let him be incarcerated forthwith; & if you 
can't prove anything against him, so much the better 
for it is a sign that the devil takes his part & helps 
him to escape the law. Turn him over to the first 
colonel or brigadier that you can scare up, who will 
deal with him as he deserves & hang him on suspicion. 
What if the fellow is proved to be innocent after he is 
hung 1 That won't bring him to life again, & thd 
officer who hung him will be promoted for his zeal in 
the good cause ; & his blunder will be set down as an 
, excess of virtue, as unlimited patriotism which neither 
law nor gospel could circumscribe. 

"Why, sir, any man who refuses to volunteer in 
such times as these ia already guilty of treason. He 
ought to be willing to shed tbe last drop of his blbod 
<fe the blood of all his friends & relations, neighbors, & 
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countrymen for the cause of our glorious party, & 
throw in his mother & grandmother into the bargain. I 
say it, sir, in terrible earnestness ; I say it with flaming 
eyes, with glowing cheeks, & with a tremendous voice. 

" A man once asked why I did not volunteer, myself. 
Nobody but a copperhead would ask such a question as 
that of a true patriot like me. I denounced him at the 
first military station for aiding & abetting the enetoy. 
He was arrested Ss sent off to prison at once. 

" Feller-citizens, my country is all & everything to 
me, asleep or awake, dead or alive. I think of my 
country, I dream of my country, I speak for my coun- 
try, I dwell on my country, & I live on my country." 

When I red the above butiful sentiments, I wundurd 
wether the orritor was only a hooman or an angle in 
the hooman form. 

As for arteemass, he was filled so full of*patr6ttism 
that he could enermost tetch it when he poked his 
fingger down hiz throte.* He was for going rite orf & 
jining the home guard, so as 2 be near by, whare he 
could attend to his kuntry & his wax figgurs both at 
onct. 

But arflure enkwiring what wajiz they give two a 
volunteer, & finding that he could make more by hte 
wax figgers, he felt that he could knot kornshierishasly 
leevc the wife of his boozum & his pare of twins 2 go 
2 the war. 
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/^Ef I should get kilt," sez arteemass, with, tears^ 
into his eyes ; '^I should be obleeged 2 leave Betsey 
ann 2 the kold charrottey of the onfeeling world, & why 
should I go more than anuther? There's a plenty of 
felures what has know ties 2 bind um 2 the earth, &, 
besides, twelve dollars a week & living onto hard tack 
& salt boss air outragius at my time of life." 

As for me, I lade the matter be4 the wimmins Bites 

Society, & the President, hoo air a Millcrite & mity 

' into the Skripturs, sed that the law of Moses aloud a 

noo-marrid man 2 stop at home from the war 1 yeer & 

kumfort his wife. 

I tolled hur we had been marrid more than 1 year ; 
but she ansurd & sed that, in the Skriptur, one day 
stopd for a yeer ; thare4, arteemass could stay at home 
365 of our yeers with the feemai] hoo he had took two 
his hart. 

That sattisfied my kornshunz ontirely ; as for artee- 
mass, the hard tack & salt boss sattisfide his'n, & so we 
was both sattisfide. 
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AUTHORSHIP. 

The square sez thare air 2 kinds of authors — 1 rights 
for Fame, & the tother rights for munny, which it is 
their weigii of jerking out a lively Hood. 

It air about ate yeer aggo, when arteemass sez 2 me, 
sez he : 

"Betsey Jane, bone of my bone ^ flesh of my 
flesh." 

Sez I: "whatr 

Sez arteemass : "I've had it into my head a long 
time, an idee that will astonish the natyves & make me 
immortal, & you will be proud to call yourself my 
wife." 

" Sling it out, afteemass," sez r; " & don't go for 2 
being dubus, for yu no I cant bare long speeches as 
sounds grand, but sinnifies nothing, like the pote 
Ocean sez, when a thousand ghostesses, hollurs like 
thunder on the hollow wind." 

" Yure obsarvation is 2 the pint," sez he ; " yu kote 
the pote, whilst I'm thinking of righting prose." 
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"Yu old fool," sez I; "yu'd better stick to yure 
heastesses & your wax figgurs, & leaf prose 2 them 
that's got good larning." 

**Why not me right as well as others?" sez he; 
"I've got a mmd, &I no how 2 'spress it 2. I will 
right a book, Betsey Jane, & yu'il tell me then what 
yu think of it." 

" Arteemass !" sez I, & I fixt my purcing gaze onto 
his kowntinnunz; " mark my words, is don't yu fuggit 
um the longest day yu hev 2 live : ef yu right a book 
I'll right one two, for what is sauce for the guse air 
sauce for the gander.** 

Sez he : Yu'd better lam yure n^other tung be4 yu 
talk about righting a book." 

" Ditto," sez I. 

" Ef I thawt yu'd right a book, I wouldn^t hev Sny- 
thing 2 doo with it," sez he. 

Hiat's jist what I wanted. Hoo would stir up the 
beastesses & explane the wax figgurs 2 visitors whilst 
he was righting his book, &, in coarse, noboddy would 
by a book that was rit by him. So I was very glad 
that I had put him orf the notion ef it. 

But the fust I node, he fotch me a nooeepaper, called 
the Marquery^ into whitch he had put a peace & sined 
his name 2 it. ( 

I red the peace be4 I slept that nite, & I found that 
arflure awl, it was not so bad as it mite hev been, cs- 
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peshally as it spoke hily of the wife of his bbozim 
whitch tiir myself, Mrs. Betsy Jane Ward. I didu't 
find but 1 word spelt rong & that word was bought 
whitch it ortto been spelt thus — 2 whit : bawt. 

But that air a very different thing from a book. They 
air as much differunz as a pertater patch & a laije farnu 

It must take a pesky good righter 2 right a big book, 
thare air so minny words into it; but inny body can 
right a short peace for the noosepapers. But arteemass 
were alius pretty strong in the rist & in the finggers, 
or he'd never been abel 2 right them 2 volums, whitch 
air got his name put onto um. 

When theni -books come out & was printed in sitch 
good stile, I was so nmlch astonisht that I run & put 
on my black silk rite orf, for I was ashamed to be seen 
in ray dimmitty pettykote & short gound, seeing I was 
the wife of a grate author. 

I kalkerlated that arteemas would be 2 proud 2 speak 
2 me ; & then the idee come into my hed that ef I rit 
a book 2, 1 should be as good as he was ; & I node that 
ef he could doo it, I could doo the same; for there's 
nothing arteemass can doo that I can't doo, whitch it is 
natchural as I am his better haff. 

Ware4, it is 2 them kornsiderations that the reeder 

air indetted for this book, which it will hand down my 

name with arteemass, to suck a ceding jinurashuns, & 

' proqure me the frendship of the grate righters of the 
6 
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day — ^2 whit : Miss Anny Sterings, Miss Fern, Lady 
Maria Childs, Miss Herrings the pote, Lizzy Cook, 
Miss Bronte, Ss awl them air big righters. 

Somebody must be found that wants 2 by the wax 
figgurs & kangaroOj^ for now that arteemass hev got 
fame, & the wife of his boozim air following in the 
footsteps of hur : illifistfious prediicessor, the sho must 
be soled out instant ure. 
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THE HIGHER LAW. 

EvEET 1 of the progresivcs of the present day hev 
got the hire law, which it sooperceeds awl other laws 
jist as the clouds air above thd earth, or the head is 
hire than the feet. 

The kornservatiffs may talk about the laws & komsti- 
tutions that was made by our 4 fathers, till the crows 
comes for um, but what does awl that sinnify when 
we've got a hire law that puts um awl down ? 

The square found out the tother ^ay, that I parsed a 
kownturfit JO scent stamp orf onto him, by weigh of 
diange for half a dollar, & he arsked me ef I didn't no 
it air agin the law. 

Sez I : "Square, look a hear ; don't tell me inny- 
thing about yure Jaws; they'll doo wellenufF when we 
hev nothing better, as the decking sed when he used the 
pot-kivver for an umbrella ; but, I've a hire law into 
my brest that tells me ef I can permote the kaws of 
science & murallity by parsing orf a kownturfit bill, 
the end justifize the means." 
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" Yu'rc very fortriight 2 hev a hire law, awl 2 yuro- 
self, that sooperseeds the laws of the land," sez the 
square ; " but, suppose my hire law tells me that yure 
wa^ figgurs air a noosinse, & I smash 'em awl two 
peaces, will yu exquse me for doing on it, seeing that I 
only obey my hire law ?" 

"Sich a hire law as tJiat is agin awl rczin," sez I; 
" & I allow that ef you smash these wax figgurs, yu'U 
hev two come down hansum, squared' 

" But boo is 2 judge betwixt my hire law & yureni" 
sez the square. ♦ 

" Oh ! ril judge by my own hire law," sez I; 

" Of coarse, ef we go two the hire law," sez the 
square ; **;etery 1 must judge for hisself, by his own 
hire law, &, in that case, they con be know laws or 
kornstistutiott for the kuntry, sense every 1 can oppeel 
to his hire law, &*set asighed the judgment of the Soo- 
p^eam Court itself. A hire law may guvvun an 
individoool in his own privit affa^es, but it cant guvvun 
the kormunity bekaws it isn't rit down no-whares, & 
yu cant rede the hart of another. It would doo know 
good ef yu could, sense each man would hev his own 
hire law. Thare4, inyboddy that undertakes to con- 
nect the idee of a hire law with government is ah im- 
posts or a fool. As soon as you talk of being 
govvund by your hire law, yu set asighed awl visible 
rulers, courts, laws & kornstitutions. Know 1 has a 
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rite two take part in the government leastwise he 
acknolidges the law of the land 2 be suppreme into the 
government." 

" Now, square," sez I ; " what hev awl that lojick 2 
do with that 10 scent stamp?" 

" Jist this," sez he ; " the law fawbids yu two parse 
bad munny, <fe yu say that yu'll doo it, bekaws yure' 
hire law air above the law (?f the land." 

" Fd nothing 2 doo with making the 1^^ ^^ ^^® land," 
sez I ; " I never went 2 the poles and voted ; into my 
life,,<S!; so We nothing to doo with laws that air maid 
by other peple." 

'^ But, prehaps, yu've inflouensed arteemass & advis d 
him how to vote," sez the squared 

" Yes, sir-ee !" sez I ; " I should like 2 see arteema »s 
vote a lickit be4 he'd sbode it to me & got my komsent. 
It's important two the little hare he's got left onto his 
head that he never votes komtrary to my advice. Yu 
may bet yure life on it." 

" Mrs. Ward," sez he ; " I am so much penetrayted 
with the logical structure of your mind, & the fairness 
of your prooeeedings, that yu air hartily Welcome to the 
10 scents which yu hev kabbidge from me. Ef yure 
arguments kornvince nobody else, they air doubtless un- 
ansurable two yourself, & that air the mane pint. I 
trust that wile yure hire law purmits you two parse orf 
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bad bills bnto others, it will knot permit yu two re- 
secve them from others:" 

" Ditto !" scz I, & that was into him. He clawed 
orf, & I guess he'll never ondertake two argufy with 
Betsy Jane Ward agin. 
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THE BEGGAR. 

1 winter night, when arteemass & me was setting 
snug ife warm be4 a grate blazing fire, with wannuts & 
sider onto the lite-^tand, we were disturbed onto our 
varchuous sollituted, by a faint rap at the door. 

Fust on I thought it were sperrits, & eggspected 2 get 
a communication from some dear departed. 

Arteemass opened the door, <fe we seed a fecmail in 
a old tattured cloke & without know bunnit onto her 
head. Arteemass were filled with varchuous indigna- 
tion is I arsked hur what she wanted, in commanding 
tones sootibul to the awkashun. 

" 1 live in the little shanty oyer the hill," sez she ; 
" is we've got nary a stick of wood in the house, gnaw 
a bit of bread for my dawter, hoo air sick of the korn- 
sumption." 

" Tho shiftless crittur !" sez I, " shut 2 the door, im- 
mediately. To think of a crittur of that sort ventur- 
ing 2 disturb the varchuous repose of 2 sitch turcle 
doves as me is arteemass. 

" Por pity's sake, as yu air a woman," sez she ; 
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" hev mercy on a destitute mother hoo has nothing to 
give her dying dawter." 

" Nothing to give," sez I ; " yes, Fll give y u goo3 ad- 
vice, whitch it is worth more than munny, <fe a tract 
published by the Famail Morrill Reform Society 
which air worth its wait in goold." 

So I tostcd hur the tract Sc advised hur 2 go two 
work & get a honest living, & then arteemass sh&t the 
door in hur fece. 

• It's a abiding noosince that peple' of* those indignant 
condition should introod onto 1 hoo, like me, has know 
time 2 attend 2 sich komplaynts on akkount that I'm a 
member of 13 filanthropists societies, for improving 
the condition of the human family, & hev petitioned 
for 99 laws for the soopresshun of all the vices 2 which 
human nachur air interdicted. Besides awl that, I've 
gove more good ^dvice 2 those indignant, shiffless 
critters than inny other femail in the kountry. 
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THE MARTYR. 

THfe t-eadef ought 2 no by this tiine thet Pm ft inetn* 
feer of all the filanthropy societies las I heT tolled him 
orfin enutf Of that importaiit feckt. ^ 

WeVe had a mattute into our so^ety foriiiggr^sdiv^ 
missons. 

*rhe dooty of that bosiety is to hunt np peple thet 
hcv got a hole into liheii^ kotes. [Thh air a figgur of 
speech & means that there's some fault itito nm.] ^ % 
^ggspose the same, so that they may be hunted out of 
tiie villidge, or parsecuted aka^ding two law. 

The mattur's nanxe was Andrew Fish, and he madd 
it a pint S go atoutidarflur dark & peeic into folks 
winders, to see ef there was anything rong gomg on . 
into their housen. Sometiities, he got a chance to shy 
into an entry, & there he coald lissen at the ddor d; 
peek throo the kee-hole. In that weigh, he found out a 
grate minny things that was going on into the villidge, 
& made himself very yuceful 2 the sosiety, into his 
day is jinerashun. 
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1 nite when he was goiog parst the squm^s house^ he 
preseeved that a lite streeked out from the front win- 
dersy & then he node somebody was up, as it were 
parst leven o'clock, which our sosiety had resolved and 
parst by an overwhurlmen midgority, it was 2 late for 
yung peple 2 set up tuggether. 

Andrew clum up onto the moldings outsighed the 
, house, & found that he could see into the rheum whare 
1 comer of the curting was turned up. ' He was struck 
with varchuous indignation when he seed the Square's 
dawter Harriet setting into 1 comer of the fire place j; 
Bill Shute, the young docktur, setting into tother cor- 

He node that ef they sot up so late tuggether it was 
Trry improper, for our sosiety hev parsed 41 resolutions 
agin midnight coarting. 

Andrew held onto the blinds till his hands aked, that 
he might fulfil his aggressive dooties by seeing awl he 
could. There they sot talking two each other without 
blushing or seeming in the leastesjb bit ashamed of such 
kornduct. 

A week arflure that, Shute marrid Harriet, & Andrew 
tolled the Sosiety what he saw, a tour fust meeting af- 
terwards. 

Now, when they got marrid, everybody was sayne 
that Bill Shute was a very fine yung man, <fe that the 
Square's dawter had maid a very good mach. So, we 
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thawt it was hi time 3 let the peple of the villidge no 
what we thought of the pare of them. It was a 
nessessery dooty that we ode 2 the publick. So we 
parst the foUowering resolutions : 

Resolved — ^That the Society for Aggressive Missions 
has a grate dooty to perform to the publick — to hunt 
up evil wherever it is to be fouud — ^to cry aloud <fc 
^pare not — <b to expose all ill-doings, except that wo 
are not to expose each other, lest it should hurt the uso- 
fuhiess of the body, & bring reproach upon the society. 

Resolved — ^This society is the elite of the country, 
the cream of the community, <fe we ought to be very 
thankful that we have been preserved from the sins, the 
errors, &i short-comings of those sinners who surround 
us one every side, <fe are, therefore duly qualified, to ex- 
pose k bring to judgment all offenders against virtue & 
godliness. 

Resolved — ^That the thanks of this society are due to 
Mr. Andrew Fish for expoa^ing the sins, the errors, & 
general condition of many individuals in this commu- 
nity, & more especially for the discovery of the heinous 
ofience committed by one William Shute & ono 
Harriet W , both of this village. 

Resolved — ^That our eminently aggressive brother, 
Mr. Andrew Fish, be appointed, on the first convenient 
occasion, to make a public speech, in the town hall or 
elsewhere, against night courting, & that he take occa* 
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mon in that speech, to hold up Harriet W & Wil« 

liam Shute to the condemnation of the public, in order 
that nobody may employ Dr. Shute hereafter & that 
no respectable lady may associate with his wife.*' 

After these resolutions was parst traahnymusly, we 
ajumt ; & Andrew rit out his ^each. Re brought it 
into the tent is red it 2 me A arteema^to, is arsked us 
ef wd ever beam such a severe kastugation what he 
gove to Bhute is his wife. Then he carrid his speech 2 
a, grate ihinny others & red it two um, & they sed it 
was butiful, & arsked him 2 speek it rite ori. 

A week afterwards, there was a town meeting two 
kornsidder about the town poor boo had been soled 
twist is nobody wanted um. 

Arfture the bizness was over, Andrew Fish got up is 
delivurd his speech agin nite eoarting, is the weigh he 
put the licks into Dr. Shute is Harriet was very amooz^ 
ing 2-awl varchuous hearers. 

He telled the peple, rite out strait, that Harriet wunt 
know better than she should be, or she never wonld her 
been scene setting up till leven okklok with sich a fel- 
^re as Bill Shute, hoo goes 2 the theatre, is was scene 
into a bar-room tossing orf a glass of wisky punch, last 
Noo Year's day. 

Everybody was glad two hear Harriet put down, as 
she's a stuck-up thing, is refused 2 sine a pettition for 
sending 10,000 Moral Reform tracks 2 New Zealand. 
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So every one present clapt Ss stompt Ss gov6 8 cheers 
as loud as they could hollur. 

Arfhire that, Andrew Fish was hilj thawt onto by 
our sosiety ; but he was maid a marttir of, Arfture 
dooing so milch good and shoing so much varchuous in- 
dignation, he was creWily attacked onto the highway, 
betwixt the red skool-house, and John Barney's shoe- 
maker's shop. 

He was on the way tWo the orfiss of the Bugle Horn 
of tiiberty two get his grate speedi prihted into that 
paper, when he met Bill Shute, dt that uHskroppdlus in* 
diyidooal Utopt & arsked him ef his name was Fish. 

** Yes,** sez he, " my name air Fish ; but I doant 
W2mt nothing two say to inny sich as yu." 

"Why?" sez Shute. 

" Bekaws yu're a sinner," sez Andrew, ^ I doant keep 
kumpany with sinners." 

"It air yu, I take it, hoo traduced my wife at the 
town meeting, & slandurd me," sez Shute. 

" I tolled the hull truth about yu from a cents of 
dooty," sez Andrew. 

"Well, then, I hev my cents of dooty two," sez 
Shute, & he gove Andrew about 20 cuts with his riding 
whip over the legs & back. Ef Andrew hadn't run & 
got aweigh from him, I railly bleeve that Shute would 
hev cut awl the klose orf his back. 

Andrew come rite down 2 the teut, i( arteemasa let 
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him see the wax figgurs for 10 scents, bekaws he was 
a marture in the kaws of aggression. 

We went rite up two the Bugle & put in a call for a 
meeting of the Sosiety for aggressive ^ missions, stating 
that important biznis was two come be4 it. 

We held the meeting that very i^te, & parsed a reso- 
lution that Andrew Fish was a marture, & that peple 
hoo hev a cawl for aggressive missions hev a parfeckt 
rite two say & doo jist what they pleas, & it is the doo- 
ty of every one two suffur pashently whatever aggres- 
sive mazhurs air put in force agin um. But it were 
thought best to say nothing about Shute & Harriet in . 
our resolutions, as 1 marture air glory enuff for 1 So- 
siety. 
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MRS. WARD AS A POET. 

1 ^pell there was a great deal of talk, into Baldins- 
ville, about Miss Betsey Clark, which she wrote some 
varses, & the squire sed they was fust rate, & some of 
the yungsturs into the villidg© had um printed onto 
their arms with injee ink. 

Arteemass he spoke 4n favor of the critter, A sed she 
was the smartest feemail into the kuntry, is that he 
would giv his be^t wax figgur ef he had a wife which 
could right sich varses. 

When I beam of arteemass sajne thet, I was riled 
2 thet degree thet I was intarmind 2 show him I could 
perduce something fine, 2, in the weigh of poetness. 

I put on my black silk & clean white stockings, is 
fixed my hare up buttful, & went into the best rheum 
is soddown 2 the little myhoginy table is rote as fol- 
lowers : 

** How duth the litde "bizxy B 
improve each ghinmg our 
and gathur hunnj every day 
from every openmg flour. 

I would bo bizzy 2, 

in works of labor or of skill 

for Satan finds some miss diief still 

for idol bands two do.*' 
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ArftUre I had rit this poetness & koppid it orf nice, 
I stack it up with a pin over the mantel-piece. into the 
best rheum. 

Arteemass ketched sight of it onto that same arfture- 
noon, Ss wanted 2 no hoo put that pome up over the 
mantud-piece. 

I gove him a purcing look, A he sed : " It was jou 
— I no it was, I'll bet my boy constructor of it, or 
my tiger, or inny 6 of my munkies." • 

"Well, yes, I rote it, arteemass;" sez I; "<fe now* 
let me beer know more about Betsy Clark & hur poet- 
ness. When a man of yure ige is eksperunse goes 2 
praising a good-'for-nothing slip of a gurl like hur, & 
the wife of his boozim at home nussin a pare of twins, 
it's time for hqr 2 show him that she can doo some* 
thing as well as the tother." 

Arteemass red the peace over & over as ef he was 
trying 2 get it by hart, is then he sed it was horrid 
pritty, is he'd know idee thet I could rite like thet, 
whidi it was ekally as good as iny thing he had seep of 
lately, & he wisht there was a pote into the house that 
he mite sho it two him. 

He soddown & koppid it orf in red ink with butiful 
flurrishes awl around it, is « picktur of his kangaroo 
over the top. He lent it out 2 the naburs, hoo 
admired the piece verry much, till 1 day arteemass was 
reding a book, is sed the verry same words was into 
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the book which was into my peace, only that there was 
big liters at the end of all the lines. 

Then I was riled mourn ever. What rite had arteo- 
mass 2 be peeking round into books 1 His spear air 
wax figgurs is kangaroos, A sech. But he was alius 
willing two doo innythtng 2 vex hur that he had took 
2 his hart, is two doo everything 2 exonerate the wife 
of his boodm. 

Those disposition air not kalkulated two make the 
mirage rela^on happy^ which it should be his dooty 2 
obey his lawful wife, is knot 2 find folt with her poet* 
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A NEW MOVEMENT. 

BizNXSS was getting 2 be rather how come yvLso, is 
the visitunts at the sho was as few ic far between as an- 
gles visits Sc grumbled at 15 scents at that, though the 
wax figgur of G. Washington aloan air worth twist tiie 
munnj. 

We got so, at larst, that we could scurcely earn our 
daily peck, & something must be done, which arteemass 
had a foo hundreds stode aweigh into a kupple of old 
storkings that hung up in the garret & pot klosit, but 
that was for use into our old aje & a raynj day. 

Whilst we was deploying what were best two doo, 
we had a visetation from Decking Screwmouth, for the 
47th time, two try two indoose us two gine the Meet- 
>ing House. • 

He tolled us that northing helpt along a man like a 
profession of relijun, «fc that ef we would" jine the Meet- 
ing House, he'd know manner of dowt that our pros- 
pects in life would look up, like the end of a plank 
when a boy got onto the other cend. 

Arteemass was konsiderable orfish at fust, as his ge- 
nus never lade into that direction ; but findly he korn- 
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klutled that something must be done for the exhibtion, 
& ef the jining of the Meeting House would railly bo 
useful 2 the sho biznes, he'd better go in. 

So he tolkid the Deeking that he'd try relijun a 
little while, & see what would be the effeet on the wax 
%gurs ; he'd take it on trial awhile, & ef it pade in 
the way of bizness, he'd keep on. 

The Deeking shook hands onto it, & was grate friends 
with arteemass, which he called him " Brother Ward," 
is, the nixt time arteemas went up to his store, the 
Deeking gove him his blessing & a qwater of a pound 
of cheese. 

So arteemas & me begun two go two the Meeting 
House every Sunday, Ss the Deeking sot us on a sect 
klose to the pulpit, for two exibit his noo konvarts jist 
as we exibited our wax figgurs. 

. Some ornery cusses thet sot onto the back sects larft 
at arteemas & pinted their fingers at him, but he node 
ef it maid the sho bizness better, he'd hev the larft 
unto um. 

So arteemass is me sot neer the pulpit, & looked 
very solium, & now & then, arteemass rolled up the 
whites of his ize jist as the Deeking did, & he'd know 
dowt it would bring a plenty of costomers two the sho, 
as the Deeking had tolled hinr. 

We went on this way for about 3 months, when ar- 
teemass consay ted that it was a doing know good what- 
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somever. None of the members ever oome two the 
sho, k the bizness groo wuss is wuss. 

Then arteemass got his dandur np k he talked two 
the Decking like a Dutch father-in-law, k arsked the 
Square ef he couldn't soo him under false pretences, as 
he had put him two the trubble of going to Meeting 
every Sunday k putting on a elean biled rag onct a 
week, into the hope it would keep the ^o; but it* 
haddend brought a scent into arteemass's pocket. 

The Square was rather dubris, h arteemass per« 
seeved he'd been took in k left the Meeting House in 
disgust. 
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THE FUNERAL. 

It was in the kret part of May tihat Friny Johnson 
— cuKZing two arteemass^^parted this life, heving lived 
2 the aje of 50 yeears d? nerw done iny harm two iny- 
body. 

She beekwheethed two arteemass Ai me, a bag of 
check apuns, a file of the Friend of Virtue, a gimlet is 
hammer, haff of a han-«aw, two bunnits^ ^ 50 dollars 
in Nichol scents. 

Akawdingly, arteemass put a black kri^ onto his 
hat, & anuther 1 onto the waxfi^fur of G. Washington} 
in respekt for tiie deer departed. 

I put on my black silk is wore it to the lunerawl. 

The deer departed lived about 7 mild fixira the 
villidge, is we wa9 oble^^ to ^o into a wagging. 
When we got thare, we found tbare was know ministur 
to doo the preying. 

Tlie square pulled out a Common Prayer, is was 
going two rede it, but thet want aloud, for ant Friny 
was of the Purittan descent, is the hidy was 1 of her 
antcestus whjch fliwg the 5^ lesFged 8toc4 at the par- 
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son for intradoosing the englbh sarviss into the Kirk of 
Scotlan<). 

Hear was a nonplush, is we didn't no what two doo, 
till Mi«i Prim obsarved that arteemass was hur rela- 
tion, & was a man of hi standing, & he'd better say a 
foo words onto the okkazhun. 

Tharefore, arteemass took orf his hat, is stood up, is 
addressed the kumpinny as followers :— 

" Fbllbr-citizens : — ^Awltho I'm kiK>t accustomed 
two public speaking, which it ur my fort two exibit 
wax figgurs, kangaroos, tygers, lyons, is munkies — 
price 15 cents; children half price; yet as I'm exiled 
upon in this yere purmiskus weigh, two doo the sere- 
monies for our diseased sister what was jist 50 yeers is 
14 days old, thet is cut down into the flour of her life, 
which it ought to be a warning two awl them thet air 
in thare yung days, how they spend thare time going 
to halls, theayturs, is other vannities when they might 
attend the grate morrill exibition of the wax flggurs 
which air a grate saving of time is munuy. 

^' I hope this highly respected corpse will be a warn- 
ing two awl them thet is going astray in the way of 
Balaam, which it air said his ass spoke with the voice 
of a man, is it air the most remarkablest thing ever 
none. I've been engajed in the sho bizniss more yeers 
than some of yu is yeers old, is of awl the crittars that 
I've scene from awl parts of the world, monkies. 
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zebras, kangaroos, gireffs, guiiiee hens, turkey-buzzards, 
& boy constructors, I've never seed iny thing ekal 2 
t lie 'ass that spoke two Balaam. £f*I had thet critter 
in my collection, I could raze the price of admisshun 
two 40 scents to-morror. 

" Thare4, J hope yu'U awl take warning of yure 
weighs from this respectful corpse, which never did 
knT)W harm into its hull life, as it lays there breathing 
its last which it will be took up to heaven in the judg- 
ment day. 

" The time is now for every 1 two kornsidder the 
shortness of human life, how a man grows up like a 
punkin-vine, when awl, of a suddent the syth of death 
cuts him down like the flours of Paradise." 

" In komsidderation that the deer departed hev lefl 
tiie undesigned 50 dollars in Nichol scents, awl these 
congregation thet hev grettifide hur by coming to hur 
funerawl, may visit the sho, wax figgurs & awl, oftct 
apeace, for 10 scents, which it air five scents took orf 
in respect to the dear diseased/' 

Arfture this butiful lojum onto the deer departed was 
spoke by arteemass, everybody come to look at the 
corpse. 

Miss Prim spoke butiful, ds sed that she had come 
like a thief in' the night, Ss parsed away with the 
vapors. 

Miss Dorothy Go«)ding that keeps the candy empo- 



Digitized'by 



Google 



j.^ BETSEY JANE WABP 

rum, made some very jewdisbus obsarvations, is put 
hur handkerchur two hur ize. Tl^en ve awl put our 
handkurchuFs tw^ our ize^ for we'd foggut awl about 
that part of the seremuuij till Miss Gooding sot us the 
eggzample. 

Arfture that the deer diseaned yft^a karrid two a 
little hill into the pasture befiind the barn, is lorrid 
down into hur jiatural hom^ is i^r^emass hurrid back 
2 the hoi^e two get the Niohol ^ceEts. 
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THE HUNGARIAN PATRIOT. 

A GEBAT many yeers hev parsed into the gulp of 
oblivyun, sense the grate soger of the Hungryarians, 
Mister Kossithy was into this kuntry. 

I can remember it as well as ef it was only yister- 
day. Everyboddy was kontriving «ome weigh to doo 
him onur. Some peple got their hats maid arfbure the 
pattent that he wore, some run arfture him two giv 
him munny, & he paid for it in speeches is patrutism. 

Arteemass didn't no what two doo about it^ He 
seen it was his dooty 2 sho ^is respeckts 2 the big 
Hungry arian in some weigh, but then he was all-fired 
afeard of him, he was sich a monstrashus big jentleman. 
Into comparison with other grate men, he was a eller^ 
funt compared 2 a fox. 

At larst we beam that Kossith was going throo the 
town whare we were exibiting our sho, & arteemass 
sent for me 2 come rite aweigh & insult with him 
about what was best 2 be done. 

Arfter weed koggitayted awl the arfturenoon, we sot 
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down twogether (fe rit 2 this grate Hungryarian th« 
folio wering notice : 

" Most holt Man ! O ! Kino ! live forsyer f 
The 2 undesined being man & wife, of the town of 
Baldinsville, near Hull ; bow down with their noses in 
the dust, Ostrich-fashion, is with loud akklaim crj to 
thee, dread sovereign, & hope the onpardunable crime 
is knot committed ef they persoom two kiss yure 
august & sakkred feet. Into the meen time, they send 
an invite to yu two attend the sho&e^ graytio^ wax 
figgurs & awl. For pertieulars dee sm^l bills of the— n 
day — ^price to all others 15 cents; cfaUdrea half i^rioe. 

Bktskx Jaub. Waioh^ 

Arftur tUs was scent 2 Kossith, arteemass had it rit 
orf in letters of gould & put into a frame is hung up 
into the sho, is it did the bizness a gray deel of good, 
at minny^ peple come to see this letter which they 
wouldn't her come two see Iniiy thing else in the tent. 
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RETRIBUTION. 

Our sho had got so much notorosity that some othetid 
into ^e sho bizness tried Ptro do UiS a^I the hatm thej 
could. 1 nirani Buir'ch ptA a ^iec^ iiit<!> the Eagle of 
Freedom at Smootfiidd runnitig dowifi arteemass'id sho, 
A kornkladiiig^that Md Wax Stggva^ iir^ a lidiculu't^ set 
of imidges that lookt tike titfbodj ftbm Judtis Seariott 
to ih& Duke of WellingOon^ 

Arteemas eoddowa is rit Sk butiftd Mtei^ two' the 
Ea^le on the subject, but it w^ never took no notiss o^ 
is then arteemass went . to the square to insult him 
about sooing Hiram Burch for defumation of character. 

The square thought there couldn't be a gray deel 
made out of it, as it would be a. civil soot. Arteemass 
arsked him why he couldn't make it an oncivil soot, 
but the squire sed it was know use to do iny thing 
about it as arteemass had spoke agin Burch's sho too. 

About ^iwo weaks arflur that Hiram Burch was riding 
into a slay, when it oversot and broke his arm. 
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Arteemass was so glad to heer on it that he run into 
the house is drank a hull pint of com whisky. He 
seen it was a jujement onto the critter for running 
down his wax figgurs. 

There was another man into thiB slaj called Toby, is 
he had run down the wax iiggurs as bad as Burch. 
There come very near being a jujement onto him 2, for 
he fell within 2 inches of a sharp stake that would hev 
gone clean through him, ef he'd fell a little further 
forrid. 

This larst jvjem^it didn't come orf awl tiirew an 
aksident, but ef Toby had gone 2 inches further that 
would hev b^en a jujement. Know doubt it was in- 
tended 2 be a jujement unto him two, but the slay give 
a sort of twirl when it oversot is threw Toby 2 much 
2 1 sighed, & so the jujement on Toby was prevented 
by this yeer aksident. 
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ASTRONOMY. 

Tbqb varyus weighs thet peple contrives two get a 
living is a wonder two innjbody that hev good strong 
horse s^ise, is thinks of it in a fellowsofiG pint of view. 

There's a case happent neer us 1 wintur that is dis- 
tressing is there ought 2 be a law 2 puddown awl sich 
exibitions; 

A feiure called Smith come into Baldinsville wi& his 
sellestial globes, is his luminations is pickturs of awl 
sorts two larn the peple asstronimy, is ef he got away 
five peple from our sho, he got away iifly, is prehaps a 
hundred. 

The square's dawt^rs, Miss Hopkin's sister, is heeps 
of other feemails went 2 heer this asstronimy man, is 
pade 25 scents, when they might hev seen the wax fig- 
gurs for 15 cents. 

Smith sent a free parse 2 arteemass is me, but we 
wouldn't hev notting 2 do with him or his leckturs, we'd 
hearn enuiF about um from the nabors. Miss Persons 
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that went two 1 of um tolled me that he was crazy, is 
had awl sorts of strange notions, sich as know body 
ever beam tell of be4. 

He sed the world, this yere same world that we live 
onto was, as romid as a bawl. When Miss Persons 
beam him say that she got rite up & left the sallurey 
for she is a sponsible woman & is related 2 the Batts, 
which they air the greatest fokes in Smootsville, & she 
wouldn't set there 2 inkurridge a man into telling sich 
lyes 9 the rialng^ jiner^shuri of Bi^<|i<M|viUe^ ^hi^ fint 
% rem«raber their Creatur in the iAjB of tMi* yiitht 

Hien gurls would he afeaned <<o go to laeet}^, or 9^ 
skool, or to iaywhene else, Ibr fear ^ey would aUp orf 
of the world, ef |ie could i»ake upi bj^eave it Vi^^o 
round. What would become of awl the cattle 1 iEJow 
eould they clime up Uie sides ? The pepl^ iind^rp^h 
ns would lall o^f head-lbseiiDiOst, is wkfLV^wmld fttv^ygo 
two! 

He talked ^bout the sua| ir tks stars baving pe|^ 
onto um, is housen is churches, like this yere airtk ! 

That air anuther lye, for th^ mm is the mopil ife the 
stars was maid 2 giv light to this airth, is that'« awl 
they was ever intended fpr. 

Its strange how ignorant some peple mr, TberQ wmi 
mourn 70 or 80 p^ie that sot there is let them stuff 
sich nonsense down tb^ gi^zurds is they bl0eved ^yery 
word of it jist as mmk ^ ^f me pr ^fteera^s )is4 b^ea 
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telling um about the kangaroo ie the other will 
beastesses in the sho. 

What does peple want two no about them lites up in 
the clouds, the moon & stars & sich ? Suppose there 
was peple onto um, what good would that doo two us ? 
They don't come under the Constitution of the United 
States, & ef they node we was tawking about um they 
mite thro down stones & sich onto us, Ss we hev know 
weigh 2 sew um for dammijis. There's know police- 
man could clime up there two arrest um, 

Arteemass thinks he ought two be interdicted for get- 
ting munny under false pretences, leastwise he can 
prove to the court thet them peple's onto them plannets 
that he talks about. 
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A CITY girl; 

1 bleeve 1 haflF of the sitty foks air non compass 
mentus. Some on um air the onoreerst peple that air 
skeered tip iny where. 

There was a yung gurl come to Baldinsville from the 
sitty Jwo see her aunt. She was rigged out into si eh 
close as maid her look like a butterfly mourn a hooman 
crittur, & she never come a neer our sho, though it's 
only 15 cents— children haff price. 
• She was awl the time flying round the fields & pick- 
ing flours & sich like, & she called um Botany. That 
riz the dander of the nabors, for they bleeved thatshe 
njust hev come fromHBotany Bay. 

As soon as we suspicioned hur 2 be escaped from 
Botany Bay, we watched hur closer than ever. Then 
agin we korncluded she want rite in hur intellectual 
for when she went into a meddur wharo there was 
heeps of yallur flours, she held up her hands & maid a 
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tremeDJus .fuss over um, & called urn drops of goold 
on a emeruld robe. 

The nabors telled hur she was oleeti out there, as 
t^em was norTffing but flours which they was of no 
more use than the grass, & the grass was only fit for 
feeding the critturs afbure it was mowed & dried into hai. 

But they couldn^ beat notting into hur ; is she went 
onto the *big rocks & brooks a running oyer um, is 
praised um like fury, instead of admiring the com is 
pertaters which they were growing -up finely is sir 
good two eat. 

Then she went out with her pendl is paper is drawed 
on old b/irrack that was awl in ruins, when she might 
hev had tbat nice, tall, new brick house of Doctor 
Green's to draw, which air the only brick house into 
the villidge. Then we seen that the cirttur didn't no 
much. She hadn't much in hur garrit. [This is a fig- 
gur, <& means braines.] But the square's son took a 
grate fancy 2 hur, which it shode that he was a fool 2, 
since he mite hev had Mr. Edward's dawter, hoo can 
doo more house-work than inny gal in Baldinsville, is 
stands five foot eleven in her storkings, is ways over 
250 pounds. 

But the yung fokes into these days hev got know 
scents like when we was yung, & use to go a korting. 

The fust question was arsked them about a gurl was : 

" How many spoons has she got ? How many yards 
6* 
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of clot^ can she weeve int^ a day 1 B^ sbe hem 
brought up into the nurchure is admir^ipn <^ the 
Lord is be^ weU i^ianked whiBi^ die dkobade hur 
mother r 

Bui awl this has been a}tard of lately, & they larns 
two pl$y onto the fyw^ is run about M> bawln 4c 
theaytqvi, 4 teods leektim wted qf the morrill eid- 
bition of ^az figgure, which \t air for the improve^ 
ment of the Filing jinefation* 
. i^in^U^jT, the a^uare'« aun waa ao onkoQsidi'ate aa two 
pop the kwestion two this sitty gurl, is she had the im- 
per4wn« 3 refu*? hiift, Ai^ure ^at ev^ybody Ipoked 
onto hur with ^agusti 4 I dare say dsie'U dye. an old 
made. 
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AN ENTHUSIASTIC FRIEND. 

Thbbb's some peple thet don't bleeve in Friendship ; 
they think it's ftwl a pertenee got up like a meal o' 
drammy for the entertainment of them that can't see 
behind the scenes, is that takes tinsel for goold & red 
paint for the natteral eolor of the cheeks. 

But airteemass was nerer iny of that sort ; he alius 
bleered into Fiiendship, is maid awl the friends he 
could which it sAt the dooty of a showman, as his 
friends .will come to the sho;. - 

1 day arteemasa was standing in the door of his tent, 
when he seen a taH man into a short brown kote com- 
ing up the rode, is looking at him as ef he ode him 
something. 

As soon as the folure got opposit two arteemas, he 
smiled is pulled up his hat, is run up to arteemass 
holiuring out: 

" My ize don't deceive me ; it air — it air the distin- 
guished shomaii, the grate morill exibitor of wax 
figgurs is lyons, & monkies, & sich !** 
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Then he put out his hand, & took holt of artemass's 
hand & squeezed awl the blood out of it, & smiled agin 
& bowed & sez: "I think it a onur two make yure 
akwaintance — upon my sole !" 

Arteemass didn't no what 2 say at fust, but the man 
into the short kote Jeept on tawking & praising of 
arteemass so steep that he blushed like a red kabbidge 
& thought he'd found 1 of the biggest friends that ever 
fell two the lot of frale mortallity, as the pote 
obsarves. 

Arteemass begun two thaw out pritty fast & tolled 
the stranjer he was glad two see bim, & hoped bis wife 
is family was into good helth. 

" Well, I can't say much for that," aasurd the man 
into the short kote ; '' my wife is ruther the wuss for 
ware with the dipthury & my oldest gurl is down with 
the small pox, &, as for the baby, it had simptoms of 
the kroop when I lefl home ; but, heering that yu was 
into the nayburhood, I left um awl is hurrid up two 
take my distinguished frend by the hand. Well, how's 
times with yu, my good friend P* 

** Ruther ornery," sez arteemads; '' komsidring/ 
Munny air pesky skurce, & my grate morrill ezibition 
hev been sadly neglected of late ; but I'm into hopes 
it will look up, about krissmus." 

'* Don't say a word, my dear friend," sez the felure 
in the short Tcote. " Ef a few hundreds will be iny use 
two yu—now I'm knot into the habit of loning out 
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munny; Fve got a snug compittunz left me by my 
late uncle, the Hon. Thomas Weskot, & I meen 2 take 
keer of it; but whare there air an exibition like yourn 
that ought two be supported at awl haz2uds, & without 
distinction of party, it's the dooty of awl patriotick in- 
di vidooals 2 doo what they can 2 enkurridge it, and I 
wouldn't object 2 lone yu some 800 dollars — say, for 1 
year. I wouldn't offer it 2 yu as a pressent, tho my 
hart promts me 2 doo so, for I no whet would be the 
feelinks of a hi-minded jentleman lil^e yu — ^yu would 
feel insulted dowtless — espeshally from a stranjur ; tho 
yu air know stranjur 2 yure kuritrymen. Whet say 
yu, kind sir, is my offur indellikut ? Will yu except 
the lone of 800 r 

Arteemass jumpt ^t the chans, for it came in very 
good time, as he was eggspecting 2 be sood onto the 
next day for a little akkownt of 150 dollars that he ode 
2 John SLwain the karpentur. 

So be shook hands with the mail into the short tcote 
& sez: ** How can I repay yu for yure kindness, sur ; 
in so fur as my sho ^" 

" Not a word, distinguished sur," sez the other ; 
" I'm going rite over 2 the bank in Smootsville now 2 
draw out a korns|derable sum, & I'll stop as I come 
along back & let yu hev the 800." 

Then Arteemass thanked him agin, and sed, '^ You 
air, indeed, a frtend in need." 
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Tlie man seemed 2 be iato a pesky hurrj, & rHn rite 
down the rode, ^ ef he was going two Smootsvilley but 
he haddend got mourn 2 rod when he stopt awl of a 
suddant, & seemed to think baff a minnit; then he run 
back 2 Arteemass jb aez : 

*^ I jist remember that I owe the square 50 dcAIars 
for mannidging a oase lor m» into the Common Please, 
Ss as I'm going rite by his dore, I would prefer 2 stop 
in is pay him, inated of wating till I come bade from 
the bank. You have'nt that trifle about you, ha¥e 
youf 

^'I gueiss we can raze it," sez artefemass) ^iny thing 
2 obleege so good a fiaeud '^ 

'^ Put yourself to no trubble," sez the man into the 
short fcote, 

'^ No trubble into the woiid," se^ arteemass, & he 
went to his box insighed the tent, is seraped out every 
scent which it come 2 jist 51 dollars and 17 scents. 

^^ Tak^ it awl," sez arteemass ; '^ I can wei^t for it 
till yu come hack." 

"Jist so," sez the strangur; "it'll be but the y^y 
of haff^n our when Fm heer again." 

The man with the short kote put the munny ibto his 
pocket, is scampured down the rode. 

As soon as he was gone, sez I to arteemaeis : " Know 
doubt it air a very oneat man is a good 1, but yu fbg- 
gut to arsk his name, is now it can't do4cnow harm for 
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* • 
yu jist #( fcjiur him as fur as ibe b^ chas^ut tree 

yander^ & fix yure eye onto him, dc see if he stops at 

the square's house to pay him that 50 doUurs that. 

yu've let him hev." 

"That's ridiklus," sez arteemasa; " it's very ornery 
to be spying arfture a good friend like he^ Ss dogging 
his footsteps like a injun." 

" Then I'll go," sez I ; & I run orf without anuther 
word ; before Fd got as fur as the chasenut tree, I seen 
the mm turn down the crooked lane tha^ leads into the 
pine woods. He never went a>neer the square's house. 

Then I begun 2 suspicion him is konkluded that the 
siquaire wouldn't sie hyde gnaw hare of that munny thali 
arteemass had let him hev. 

Now arteemass air ruth^ shaky about the intdleoto- 
valsy is he's a poor onprotected orfin without me ; but 
when he sees a thing as plane aa d^ he believes in it. 

Akawdingly, when I went back & telled him that the 
felure had turned down the lane, arteemass run arflure 
him at full speed &, on the weigh, he picked up two oth- 
er men fapo jined into the pursoot. 

The felure turned his hed & seed um coming full 
split onto his tract, & then he komjecturd that artee- 
mass had some dowts of hisonesty. He run like a 
grai hound & would hev got aweigh ef he hadn't slumpt 
into a kwagmyer. That riled him and he begun two 
cuss &: kept on cussing till arteemass come up & ceased 
his body. 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 BETSEY JANE WAED 

a- 

Then I arsked 1 of the men to run & bring an 
offisser. He sinnifide he better cawl the square, & he 
cawled him. 

•When the square come, he sed he sposed the man 
would like two get out a homine replegiendo, 

I node what the hominy meant, heving et bushels of 
it with mullasses, but the rippleindigo was parst my 
gumption. 

So the square went in to talk with the raskil, <Sr 
arflure a little wile, he come out & sed the man into 
the short kote was non est inventus. 

A grate inventor know dowt into the weigh of lies. 
But arteemass seemed to hev some idee that awl wasn't 
rite, & run into the tent. A grate hole was ript with 
a nife into the back part of it, & the man was missing. 

Arfture that day, arteemass was ruiher dubus about 
trusting his good friends. 
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THE ACTRESS. 

When arte^ass fust set up his sho, he had an idee 
that I could doo well into acting out serting peaces in 
the dramraattick line. He sed he bleeved that I had 
the gifb of gab well enuff two exsell into the socks & 
l)rickskins. 

We got a few boards & eructated a platform in the 
back part of the tent, with seats sot in firont^ & 1 arm- 
cheer for the square. 

The play was to be Bomiro & Juliet. . Arteemas was 
2 act Bomiro & I was 2 act Juliet, whilst our hired 
gurl, Nancj Maclay, was 2 act the nuss, & run down 
Bomiro for 2 giv Juliet a chanse two say she hoped 
blisturs would gro out onto hur tung. 

I lamt the peace & so did arteemass, di? we got every 
thing awl reddy to speak it, the nuss was 2 put on a 
black kote, into a part of the pease & be a preest, &; 
then a potecary afturwards, & at larst I was two put on 
arteem&ss's oVerkote & be Mistur Capperlate. 

Be4 I acted Capperlate, I was 2 be put into a toom, 
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Jb make bleeve I was a corpse, & then I was 2 come 2 
life & speak a butiful peace, & awl that air. 

We got a big box from the store that was used to 
put kole & wood into & cleaned it out, & that was to 
be /the toom. 

The aujience was numeros, which it was a noo thing 
to act ^I'^i^i^&tists in them parts, & they come fr(jm 
aw] around 2 see the drammur. They called it the 
hiss-tonick act whi(^ I diddent no the why at fust, but 
I larnd it be4 we got threw^ ^ ^ , 

Immejuntly the aiyiense was awl in^ we begun to act, 
& it awl went well enuff as arteemass red his part out 
of the book, & tolled me what two say whenevver I 
got stuck. 

At krst, tjiey put me inio &b kole box ; that was 
the toom. It was awl dark in there, & fust I pefseeyed 
somethinf; scratched my leg <j(:. squalled out, is I pre* 
seeved that I had soddown on a cat that had gone to 
sleep there. 

I was nonplushed with fear at OQCt. Hie cat squalled^ 
& I screeched &; hollurd 2 arteemass 2 come & let me 
out ; but he oom& if whispered 2 me ji tolled me two 
shet^p or I would spile the drammer. 

The cat clung to my leg & scratched & squalled wuss 
than ever, is 1 was horrid frightened ; so I sot up a yell 
that yu mite Lev heam a mild, is at larst, I maid out 2 
scramble out of the box into the front of the aujience, 
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is begun 2 scold arteemass for desarting the wife of his 
boozim into the hour of her distress. The cat jumpt 
out at the same time & run under the sects, & some of 
the aujience hissed, some on em hollurd '' Scat !" is, at 
larst, a niggur wench yelped out that 1 of the wild 
beastesses bad broke loose. 

Then the aujience b^un two yell, the ladies fainted 
grasefully into the arms of their affinities, & every 1 
that want so f^i^ned they couldn't stir maid a bee-line 
for the door of the tent. 

That air the last dammatacks that I ever was indoosd 
2 sho my tackticks into. 
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THE DOCTOR. 

1 HOPE I needn't tell the publick, at this lately daj, 
that all the docktors of the riglar fackeltj are fools & 
purtendurs, hoo nose nothing about the hoomaQ sistim, 
& never -use notting but marq^uery for the qure of 
every decease. 

The ladies of our society were very much pleesed 4 
eddifide by a docktur of the noo skool, hoo was invited 
* 2 deliver an addres two us t^e other nite. 

He never redes iny books about the mittery medi- 
cinjBs, but has invented a weigh of hiz oan two " qure 
awl the ills that flesh is air 2," to yuse hiz oan orijinul 
languidge. 

He karries the flour of the field & other sarting 
qures into hiz saddle-hags, & can heel iny decease as 
eezy as he can heel a shu, for he mended shuze be4 he 
was inspired two qure the bodice of men. 

Arflure he had delivvurd his address two us ladies, a 
riglar fackelty hoo had been invyted two heer him, was 
aloud two arsk him a foo kwestions, .as followers : 
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^ Yu saj that saH should never be eaten ; do yu knot 
no that salt air a part of onr own komposition f ' 

" Well, tba^s a kwestion that's of know importunz," 
sez the wise fizishun; ''it's knot what's into us, but 
what ant two go into us that should be the kwestion 
among doctors. I never hearn of but 1 purson which 
salt was a part of hur komposition, Ss that was Lot's 
wife.'* 

" What do you say two. Niobe hoo was awl tears ? 
Tears are salt yu no." 

'' I never beam of her be4, but I suspicion it's the 
same individooal, only the tears was all froze solid ;^ 
that would make hur a pillow of salt, yu no." 

Here, I couldn't help putting in a word, & I riz up, 
with grate dignity, is sez Ir "As fur Lot's wife, ef 
koarse there was salt into hur komposition, for we hev 
Scriptur for that ; but she was 1 <rf the most remarka* 
blyest wimmin that was ever razed into this kuntry« I 
don't think it's a fare ai^yment 2 bring hur up beer, & 
as 1 of the ladies of this sosiety, I purtest agin it. 
Salt hav got nothing 2 doo with the subgect." 

"Bering yure pirdon, Madam," sez the riglar 
fackelty ; ^ salt is the subject under debate. I was in 
hopes, yu noo, sur, that salt formed a portion of the 
human bodd^." 

" We want none of yure potions heer," sez the grate 
fizishun ; ** they're awl marquery Ss notting else. The 
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hooman bodd j is under tbe ciontrofl of the sperntt is 
ifl subjeck two the will." -^ 

'* To a certain extent," said the rfglatr fackelty ; " but 
death cannot be stared off by the hooman will." 

**The hooman will can expell everything as the 
whale expelled Jonah from his inteirvals," sed the grate- 
fizishun. 

" Will the will expel catalepsy T 

" Surtingly, sur," anstird the grirte Mshtm ; •• so will 
cold water ?" 

** Did y« ever see a purson iii catalepsy appfy cold 
water to himself P* 

" No, but I Alius apply cold tr ater two irth, when hiy 
one suffring from that decease cawls upon me !" 

" Indeed, sur — ^yu hcv rem^kibble patients!" 

^ A docktur should alius hev patience, eiise how oould 
he bare so much as be does." 

'^ You misunderstand me, sur; But let that parser 
how do you qnre tetanus f* 

'^ The easiest thing into the w^orld," ansurd the gitate 
fizishun; "we keep hisstummick full two expell the 
wind; th^ we put hot bricks tw#his feet & bottles of 
water two the ^rt edfeokted, A; maike him talte a filenty 
of^exersise into the open air." 

" How doo yu qure aneurism)" 

"The whatr 

"AiMttriam^" 
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" Oh ! tjhat air— ^yes, when the fit oomes on — -" 

^^Vnx speaking of the pekulyur swelling: called 
aneurism^ sur." 

"Yes — ^yes— I see* Why, «ur, we put dn a hot- 
bread poltiss,^ of koarse^ 2 draw it ^ a head, ft when 
it'a rjf>e we lance it^ ft squeeze^out the juee^" 
. "Well, sur, awl I can say la that ytire modes of 
treatment are eotirdy or^nalr-^^-so mu*Qh so, that ef yu 
would like a purmanent position, I think you might be 
g^t imto the lanatao asylnm without mneh trubble.'' 

" Do you no of a vacirasy thesre^ sur ?" arsked the 
grate fizishunv 

" Thfiyre aii? alius room there for sioh as yu," sed the 
riglar ftok^lty ;, " ft the additioai of a stnaight jacket 
mite knot come amiss in yure case." 

" Yu air a reviler of the truth," sez the grate fizi- 
shun, hoose dandvu: rizrite up, ft I don't blecTe yu no 
how to qure iny of the things yu mentioned ;. yu: air an 
oi^ry qjoack that— — ." 

"Stop, atop, ar! 1 thing at a time. I hev men- 
tion catalepiiy, tetanus,, ft anenrismy ft yu say I don't 
no how two qure um. I can ansur yure k¥restions, ef 
yu can't answur miae. Firstly — oatelepsy : thie ia a 
trance in which the patient seems unoonselous, like a 
statue. It attacks females more frequently than males. 
Medicinea calculate to^ relieve nervotts irritation air 
good for it. Mustard pouitioea alwiig the spinal 
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s ■ 
coUum. Citrate of iron & strydnne taken witb syrup 
of oran;^ peel & sofb water— one terspoonful three 
times a day. Pills of iron & quinine, & other medi* 
cines too numerous to be mentioned now. Tetanus or 
locked-jaw. — ^For tiiis give chloroform is ether in quan- 
tijdes sufficient to control the spacm. Aneurism is a 
swelling caused by the coats of an artery becoming- 
weak, swelling put & causing a sdc or pouch. Stop 
the circulation through it by compression if possible, 
so as greatly to diminish its flow* If not, tie the artery 
between die aneurism is the heart. Use tincture of 
veratrum to reduce the force of the circulation." 

Arftur the riglar fackelty was done wiUi the hard 
words, which it made us awl larf, t^ great fizidiun riz 
np, & sez he : 

** Come on, as minny <^ yu as pleases ; Fve never 
been floored yet, k Tve disputed with more dockturs 
than yu can shake a stick at. As for awl yu've jist' 
Red, it's a mass of nonsense. It's like tiie armor of 
Soil, which I've cast orf & heyn't proved it. I plant 
my foot onto eternal rocks, A Til go on & am shure of 
victory is ^" 

Biglar Fackelty — ^** Yes, sur, I see yu are wiser than 
seven wise men hoo can render a reason — =^" 

Great Fizishutir^^ Reasons or figs, it air awl 1 two 
me. I've got a mission two go threK the airth konkur* 
ing d(. two konkur, is two pull down owl the high places 
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in Geenisylnm. I look onto this yere quack docktur 
with silent korntemt." 

. Then we all dapt our hands k waved our hankur- 
shurs, and took a vote thet Docktur Steeves was the 
great fizishun of the worlds thet he had never been 
floored into any argyment, <fe that the regilar fackelty 
was a quaek d? aut to be expelled out of the bilding as 
the whale expelled Jonas. 

Me tik al^b^ul Place was then appointed a kommitty 
to request* the riglar fackelty two make hisself skurce 
at hiz urliest komvenyunz, k he took up his bat & 
doored out with a flee into hiz ear. 

Then the great fizishun came down frox^ tl^e desk 4r 
shook hands with us ladies, 4? we komgrattoolated him 
onto his victory, k he arsked U9 if we didn't ae^ bow 
glad his advarserry was to sneak orf. 
" Oh !" sez he ; " ef be had stayed a little longur Pd 
hev anulated him ; there wouldn't have been a piece of 
him left big enuflTto sware by." 

Then Miss Abbigul White put up ber smiling mouth 

to him, k sed ; '^ Ah ! come, now, sho a little mursy. 

. I felt for the poor fplure whilst he was writhing und^r 

yure kastugashu(is. The strong should be mersifull." 

" No— no mercy for such as him !" cried the grate 
fizishun, nobly. 

OS ! I doo think he dr such a nice numl N^iboddy 
can help loving hinu 
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THE APPARITION. 

Whbn arteemass & me had been out 1 arftarnoon 
picidDg blueberries, jist as we turned into the 5 akur 
lot, we seen something white stanning up agin the 
big chasenut tree there in the komer, & arteemass was 
bkeert at the fust ; but we that are sperituals air never 
afeerd of seeing the departed. 

So I gets partly behind arteemass, two inkurridge 
him, & sez I two the speerit : 

"Hoo air thou that comes making the nite hiddus, 
two steel glimsiz of the moon, & makes a fool of na- 
chore. Avant, h truble us know more !" 

But there it stood h never a word, & then I seen it 
was the most obstinatest ghost that ever I sawn into 
my life ; b I winkt two arteemass two parse on & leaf 
it alone; but he didn't see me it was so dark, &, at 
larst, he was going rite up two the ghost two speek two 
it, but I kept him back by pulling on his kote-tale be- 
hind, for ef it shouldn't happen two be a ghost, it would 
hev inkurridged arteemass into his skeptuschism. 
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So I whisptrrd two him, & b&z I: "60 on, artee- 
mads, & don't run the wife of your boozum into dan- 
ger.'' 

But he hollurd out to the sperrit: ^Be thou a 
sperrit from heving, or goblet dammd, bring with yn 
hairs from heving or bliasts from hell, FU speek unto 
thee> 

Then the ghost kind o' moved, & arteemass jumpt 
back & like 2 nokt me over as I stood behind him ; is 
sez he tur me : 

" Betsey Jane, yu no I aint afeareid of that air thing. 
I'm sure it aint a sperrit, bekaws a sperrit air invissible 
is komsequentially he can't be scene know how. 
Hiat's reason enuff for not being afeared of the thing, 
whatsomever it air." 

** Well, then, arteemass, ef yu want to speek two the 
srperrit — ^for Pm shure it air a sperrit — I'll stop hear 
whilst yu go up and speek two it." 

** Betsey Jane," sez he, considurable riled — *^ Betsey 
Jane, doo yu think Pm going for two inkurridge yure 
silly notions by taking the panefei two go up is speek 
to thet air thing I- Yu make me larf with yure foolish 
ness." 

But he didn't larf; he shook like a leaf, tho. Pre- 
hapa he called that larfing, some fokes has sich queer 
names for things into these days. 

So we parsed on, is then I went be4 arteemass is let 
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him walk behind, tx> sbo bim that 1 wnon^t skeert the 
Icastest bit & could step orf $9 brisk |U9 ever, 

Nixt momiDg, arteemass got up brite & urly, is went 
two see ef the ghost was ther^ yet. But d^ ghost was 
g<me & had left in hiz place the thing that he wore, no 
dowt^ whilst he was staunieg the nite be4. It was a 
long strip of white cloth like it had been tQrn orf the 
whole length of a sheet, ip it hui^ by the lim of 4i U*ee, 
4 enormost tucht the ground. 

No dowt the ghost wore it the nite be4, d^ having no- 
further lUBc for it when he left the urth, he hung it up 
on the tree, 

Arteemass wanted to purtend that this peace of white 
cloth was aw| the ghost we had seen. It's strange how 
much onbelief there air into these days^ 

9e;z I two arteemass : '^ yu <mly giss that there want 
no ghost; that shoze yu hev a dowt. Very well^ as the 
ghost air on the trial, he should hev the benefit of the 
dowt; therefore yu may komklude that we, poor mor- 
tels, hev been fSivored with a sight of I of the dear de- 
parted.*' 
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THE VILLAGE BELLE. 

Ths best and prettiest gurl into Baldinsville was 

Miss Sarah . When she got alon^ 2 be 16 or 17 

yeer old awl the felures was flocking arfture hur as ef 
she had been a camp meeting or a hoss-race. 

But she was nythur 1 gnaw the othur. Everybody 
that looked at hur loved hur, bekaws she looked so 
good is so plezzant, & had sich a weigh with hur that 
yu couldn't get over it know how^ 

Her cheeks were like the roses in June, & her pout- 
ing red lips was so sweet that a bee lit onto um 1 day, 
& I'll be bound that he got sweeter hunny out of them 
than he ever got out of a rose-lea£ 

Sich a 1 was Sarah, ds everybody sawt her cumpany ; 
but there was 1 big lummux of a felure, called Jake 
Day brook, what kept into the store /k sold goods two 
customers & rit up the akkownts. He use two dress 
up spruce every Sunday is walk parst hur windur, into 
the hope that she would karst an eye onto him. 

But Sarah didn't seem two be much took with him, 
mourn with the rest. Prehaps she didn't like his big 
Knowa. 
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She was never proud, gnaw stuck up, but she had a 
rite to chuse for hurself hoo she would marry. Jake 
was dredfall down-harted when he found that Sarah 
didn't smile upon hiz soot, <fe he hung on like a snap- 
ping-turkle two a nigger's big toe. 

At larst Jake plucked up kurridge two rite hur a. 
peace of poetness, & put it into the Bugle Horn of 
Liberty, as followers : 

XINES ON MISS SAEAfl ^ 

Have you the gentle Sarah seen 
Come tripping o'er ^e village green, . 
Though scarce arrived at woman's age 
. Bobust in virtue as a sage, 

Like the martjT bravo who bore her name 
And soared to heaven in smoke and flamo ; 
In. Aspect kind, in bearing meek, 
Aurora's blush is on her oheok; 
Her brow like pure Italian skies, 
Grace in her step, heaven in her eyes. 
And fairer is her swelling breast 
Than pearly foam on ocean's ^rest. 
And her breath is like Arabian spice, 
Her mouth, the gate of Paradise, 
And her voice hath in its silvery swell 
The royal minstrel's magic spel'L 
And her smile is like the sunny ray 
When stormy clouds have passed away. 
As bees in summer's sultry hour. 
Come buzzing round the opening flower, 
So village swains from glen and niU 
Surround the Bose of BaldinsviUe. 

When Sarah read this poetness, she node hoo rit it^ 
as it "was just the weigh that Jake tawkt 2 hur ; but 
nobody node what she thought onto it, as she kept her 
mind to herself. 

As for Jake, he kept going about the villige groning 
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& taking on about Sarah. He come down to the ten^ 
1 rainy arfburenoon, & tolled us how he had lost 20 
pound of flesh on akkownt of Sarah's krewelty. He 
rapt his weskit around him & shode us that it lapt over 
about G inches. Arteemass sed ef he kept on so, ho 
would soon be as slim as a been-pole, is then know gurl 
would hev him. 

Arteemass advised him to try corn-whiskey which it 
would qure the bloos ef iny thing would; but, he ladf 
his hand upon his hart &; sed : ^ It won't qure what's 
iuto hear," & then he sithed like awl nachure. 

Some peple tolled him he'd better list into the army 
j&i fite for the union ; but he ansurd & sed there was 
only 1 union that he keerd for, & that was his union 
with Sarah. 

Fiuelly, he krawled into a hollur log & sed he'd stay 
there till he starved two deth ; but 1 of the nabors come 
d^ took holt of his ankel is hauled him out. 

It was thawt best two watch him for fear he mite 
commit sewiside ; they seen him, into the middle of the 
nite, laying down onto Sarah's door-stone, is a felure 
kawled Sam Stone, hoo wanted two hev a lark, went is 
got a pale of water, & flung it over him is then doged 
behind the corner of the house, is maid him bleeve that 
Sarah threw it onto him from her chamber windur. 

That finished him ; it broke his hart two think that 
Sarah scorned him two that deggree that she would par- 
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secute him while he was dying for love of hur; & he 
set out two commit sewiside in ded earnest. 

Tbcre was an apotyoucarry hj the. name of Tim 
Blake hoo sold awl sorts of meddysins, hoo lived up 
into Peter Chase's place, & Jake went two see the 
apotyoucarry, & ordurd a pnrscription two be made out, 
& Jake was so cunning about it that he Kke 2 hev suck- 
sfeeded into it. He ordurd three kinds of meddysins 
Ihat was harmless, & a little arsinnick along with the 
rest, jest as ef it Was intended two ^ure some sickness. 

But there was 1 Obed Swain hoo had his eye onto 
Jake, & when he seen him go into the apotyoucarry 
afeop, he node what he was arfture. 

So as soon as Jake was gone, he Went in & arsked 
Sim what Jake had been hying. Sim sed he hadn't got 
nothing yet, but he was two put him up some meddy- 
sUis & he was two call for um ill the evening. 

Now Obed was akwainted with Sarah, & he run rite 
orf two. hur &; tolled hur awl that Sim had tolled him, 
& sed he : " I'm Very mutch afeard, Sarah, th«it that 
yung man will kill hisself for yure sake.** 

Then Sarah's hart flutturd into hur boozim jlit like ^ 
little burd, & 1 big tear gathered into hur eye & It groo 
bigger & bigger till at la6t it fell down kerskp onto 
hur apun. 

Then she went up Stares a mhmit, & when she ciim 
down, she had a little note in hur hand, seeled up with 
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seelingVax, & there wasn't more than 3 or 4 words 
into it, & she gave it two Obed <k tolled him two tell 
the apotyouctrry two doo up that little note into the 
same packidge with the meddysins* 

So Sim Blake put up the meddysins A; the little note 
together, ^ tide the packidge with a little red string. 

In the evening, Jake come two the shop is took away 
' the packidge. 

Somebody heered a noise in Jake's room that nite. 
It sounded like somebody larfing and dancing for joy, 
& then Jake's door busted open is he run out, with not- 
ting onto him but his shirt & trowsis, is away he went 
up the street, is the jokes in the house sed he had gone 
mad for the love of Sarah, &; whet a pity it was, sich a 
nice yung man two ! 

But the nixt day, Jake is Sarah was scene walking 
arm is arm up the rode, is talking together as thick as 
2 pickpockets, is everybody was astonished. As fur 
the apotyoucarry, he sed he had never put up a pur- 
scription be4 which it affected a qure in sich a short 
time. 

Arteemass w^nt rite up two the apotyoucarry shop 
two enquire what was the meaning of it awl, but Sim 
could only tell him that a little pink-cullud note was 

scent two the shop by Sarah , is that it was 

done up into the packidge with the other meddysins, is 
so Jake took it away with the rest of the meddysins, 
7* 
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but which of um it was that qured him he couldn't tell. 

Arteemas atuddid it out a long time, A at larst he 
'komkluded it was the dose into the piniL note, taken 
farsting, o^to an emty stummick, that qured Jake. 

Into about 8 weeks, Jake & Sarah was marrid. 
They her now been 'marrid jist 1 year, <fe alius lived 
hapyy togeUier so fur. 
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ARISTOCRACY. 

A BUTiFUL wooman was Mistrus Nitingale, Iioo lived 
into the big white house onto the hill above the old 
berrying ground. 

She come down two the tent 2 or 8 times when thare 
was childum at hur house onto a visit, two sho um the 
wax figgnrs & kangaroo. 

Mistrus Nitingale was a monstrashus grate lady, isy 
ef koarse, she newer kep compinny with jny of the 
kommon sort. You wouldn't see hur stop & speek two 
inybody when she was goin' two meeting, without it 
was that she would kurchy, onct in a wile, two the 
'square's wife, bekaws she come of the Shaws hoo air 
\ery rich. , 

Mistrus Nitingale wouldn't ware iny of the noo 
fkshions, for they want stately enuff for hur. She was 
come from a grate iammily of the Revvolushun war, & 
she kep on the same dress that she wore when she was 
a gurl. 

One arfturnoon, she ccmie down two the tent, which 
it was a very Buo day i^ the walking was good, or she 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 BETSEY JANE WAfiD 

would hey rid into hur coach. She brought hur 2 
grandsons with hur, little boys, two sho um the sho. 

I wouldn't bleeve they was hur grandsons at fust as 
they was drest ruthur ornery. I expected, when I beam 
they was coming, two see um with beaver caps onto 
thare head with goold bands & tawsel, & their close awl 
guilt with goold, <fe with silver shuse onto thare feet. 
But they wore common kloth like the squ^e's children. 

But Midtrus Nitingale Was drettt butiful. She had on 
a lawn cap with a bordur of lace, with artifishawl ^urs 
onto the top of hur folrrid, & a vilet silk dreas ^ stom- 
tnicker, 4s hi-heeled sthuze. The sleeves <^ the dress sot 
close till they come two the elbows, where t^re was 
the bluest ruffles I ever seen. Down har arm was 
lawn trimmed with Drisdun lace. The dtesa was low, 
ibto ^ UBck, but she wore a lace hankurehur two hide 
Jiur boolram. Then she had a string of big purls round 
hut neck. 

I run & got a cheer ^ gore it two Mistrus Nitingale 
& smoothed down my apun two look tidy, bekaws I 
node she was sich a big lady, she Would take pertiokulure 
Botiss of my dress, which arteemass alliis sed was enuiT 
two sho iny 1 that I was a akomplished kdy. 

So wile tlie children was looking at the sho, Mistrus 
Nitingale she talks two me kuite free 2 be shure, & 
into the most kornfidentialest weigh yu may depend, 
for she scene thet I was none of the kommon sort, as 
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arteemass says, iny 1 that talks with me can't help pur- 
seeving that Fm a purson of refinements, & I spose 
she'd heam that I belonged two the Wimmin's Rites & 
awl the other sosieties, whidi ef that don't make a 
feeniail risspectable I i^tild like two no what doo. 

So says Miss Nitingale two me, scz she : " Mrs. Ward 
I presume that yu air akwainted with Silas Jonas's 
wifef 

** Jiaw, Madam," se« I ; ** Ws kuite a supprise that 
yu sKbuld think me akwainted with that feemail.'^ 

" I beg yure pardon," sez she ; " I had supposed, as 
yu was neer nabors, that you node hur." 

"No— no, Mistruis Nitingale," sez I; **I never 
assoshiates beneeth me. Yu no, madam, that peple like 
yu & me can't keep compinliy with sich. Hur hus- 
band's a blacksmith." 

" Very troo— he air a blacksmith," sez she ; ** I was 
not aware — I beg your pardon.'* 

" It's granted kindly," sez I ; " I spose yu forgot that 
my husband's the onur & pripriettur of thiis sho, & that 
I tend the door <fe take awl the munny. We couldn*t 
think of soshiating with a blacksmith's wife." 

" Do you keep a karridge ?" sez she. 

" Only the 1 boss cart that we moves our sho into 
when we travels," sez I ; " " but I must tell arteemass 
two get a karridge ; sich peple as us aught 2 hev that 
air." 
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'Mc would set yu orf some, sartingly,^' sez- sho ; 
" which it air the kusUiia £:)r peple into hi life two Ukc 
an airing in their karridge onct into a wile." 

''Now yu speek my mind eggzackly, Madam/' 
ansurd I; '^ib Fm glad two heer yu say so. Peple 
like ns, into hi life, as yu obsarred, autentoo go on foot 
like the conunon sort." 

Then she got up to go aweigh & I ^gspected 2 heer 
hur giv me a invite two call up at the house A take T 
with hur in a nice, soshible weigh awl 2 ourselves^ but 
I spose she f uggot it. 

When arteemass come in, I tolled him hoc had ben 
thare, is uez i: " Now, arteemass, lissen two the wife 
of yure boozim. Mistrus Nitingale sez that we must j 
keep a karridge. She sez we air in hi life, which it re- 
kuries 2 keep up our dignitty that we doo like others 
hoo don't want 2 be lookt uppon as the common sort." > 

" I can't afford it," sez arteemass ; " bekaws why ? 
Look adhere, Betsey Jane, the bosses & karridge ain't 
so much, fust on, but the feed of the bosses & the pay 
of the driver. Lord alive ! it would swallur up awl our 
umings, ^ whare could we go 2 ? we don't vissit 
noboddy but Cyrus Weeks, is he's going to move out 
of the villidge." 

" Arteemass," sez J, ^ I gove him a purcing glance ; 
^ don't komtredict the wife of yure boozim ; without 
me yu air an orfin alone into this cold world, & it's 
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ovilj my advice, which it aut two be took more orfienur, 
that keeps you out of diffikllty ." 

*^ Wbare will we get the hosses ?" 9ez arteemass two 
me. 

I ansurd k sed : "Get 1 of them Cleveland bays of 
Bill Smith, 6b another boss of the Square." 

" The square '11 not sell nary a boss," sez he ; " d? 
Bill Smith's got only 1 that he'll part with, I just 
tride Jhat boss by pinching bis giillet, & he gin a short 
kauf like he had the hectic fever." 

" And 80 would you, ef inybody pinched you in the 
gullet," sez I. 

" Yu don't no notbin' about a boss," sez be ; " which 
it takes a man's life time amcmgst the Varmount boss 
jockeys, as Fve ben, to tell a good boss from a bad 1. 
Those boss thet the square bev got aint worth much 
nytber. They've got puffs on their legs, & thare eyes 
look as ef they had ^e yallur jandurs. Hosses like 
them air don't live long. Carrots wouldn't make them 
look well, ef you fed um on notbin else. Give me a 
boss that's clear-eyed, with a thin main & thick tale, 
broad behind, broad breast, small head, wide nostrils, 
round-hoofed k short-jinted, h then I'll talk to yu." 

" Then get 2 sich bosses at onct," sez 1. 

" Yes, I will, when boss ranes down from the clouds," 
sez he ; " there's knot a good boss within fifty mild of 
you, this blessed minnit." 
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** Where there's a will, there's a way," sez I ; ** yu 
don't want 2 hev a karridge, d? that's the lodgiclt of 
yure obsarvationg." 

In course arteemass had 2 give in at larst. I node 
that Mistrus Nitingale was a propperer purson than 
arteemass to juge of what we wanted, & she drest up so 
rich Ss butiful. Arteemass finelly aggreed two start the 
next morning, Sc promist 2 come back- be4 dark riding 
into his karridge. 

I tolled him 2 be shure ^ get 1 boss white d? the 
tother black, bekaws I'd alius beam that rariety was 
pleasing. 

As soon as arteemass had cut out, I couldn't rest into 
my mind till Td put on ray black silk. Then I Uokt 
at myself into the glass, ^ korocluded that a string of 
purls would become me like a book. I korncluded two 
by um the fust oppurtunitty* 

Then I soddown mto the door of the tent, d? scene the 
square's wife go by. Loouldn't help larfing into my 
sleeve when I thawt how she would stare when she seen 
arteemass d? tne taking a drive up to Mistrus Nitingale's 
dp leeving our card, which it should be printed on pink 
paper Ss guilt around the ejiz with goold leave. 

I waited till it got enermoet dark, ^ then I felt riled 
bekaws Fd wanted to see the coach in broad day-lite. 
But I korncluded thet arteemass was so purtiokular about 
the bosses thdt it took him a grate wiie 2 pick um out. 
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I went insdde the tent, & sot out the table, <fe got my 
"T i*eady, & arflure a wile it was pitch dark & arteemass 
he hadn't come. I waited & wait^, <fe got madder Ss 
madder, till I hearn somebody coming into the tent. 

I jumpt up like a jack-in-the-box & run two meet him. 
It was a strange man, he seemed 2 be a little in likkur. 

" Yure husband has come home," sez he. 

" Yes," sez I ; yu air the driver, I korndude ; " artee- 
mass has rid home, of coarse." 

" Why, yes," sez the felure ; ** you may well say that 
— he's rid home, <fe I wants haff a dollar for the job." 

" Very well," sez I ; " we'll see about that air ; we 
may higher yon by the munth, ef yu keep steddy <fe aint 
2 saucy." 

"Saucy or knot," sez he; ** I won't leeve the shanty 
• till I hev my munny.*^^ 

" 111 go &: look at the karridge fust," sez I, «fe I intar- 
mind, into my own mind that this felure should knot be 
our driver. So I hurrid 2 the door, & seed A wheel- 
barrar with a man into it. 

« What's that?" sez I. 

The felure in the wheelbarrar tosted up his arms & 
begun to sing : 

*' We won't go home tiU mominjjr 
Tin daylight doth appear." 

Then I thawb the voyce sounded like the Voyce of 



Digitized by 



Google 



ie2 BETSEY JANE WARD . 

arteemass, though it was very thick^ with hikkups in 
betwixt the words. 

The man come out of the tent, h I arsked him what 
that wheelbarrar was there for. 

" Well, old woman," sez be ; " ef yu don't want yure 
husband, V\\ wheel him back again.". 

" Wheel my husband !" sez I. 

" To be shure," sez he ; " for he can't travel hlsself ; 
he's got about 9 inches of corn whiskey into him ^ 

*^ But whare's the coach, A the bosses V* sez I. 

The felure larfed into my face, & sez he : ** Fve scene 
know coach & bosses, only yure husband was up at the 
Hit or Miss Tavum blowing about bosses, Ss drinking 
with everybody till he begun 2 make love 2 the land- 
lord's wife, & then old Pete brought out this wheelbar- 
rar & put him into it, &; arsked Ubo would wheel him * 
home, as he shode a dispersition 2 lay down onto the 
floor. So I hey fotched him home for you, & I reckon 
the job 2 the valley of about haflTa dollar." 



I pulled out the munny & pade the felure^ & tolled 
him 2 make hisself skurce. He sed he must have the 
wheelbarrar. So, we got arteemass out, & he fell rite 
down be4 the tent, as drunk as Satan. 

As soon as the felure went orf with the wheelbarrar, 
I throde a pale of water over arteemass, & he come to 
his senses enuff 2 cuss & sware, which it was enkur- 
ridgiug under the circumstBnces, So he was abel 2 get 
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orf to bed. But the nixt morning, somebody had 2 
lissen 2 a little wholesome advice about going for 2 by 
a coach & coming home into a wheelbarrar. "^ 

Whenever arteemass air obstropolus I can bring him 
2 his senses by jist lifting my finggur & sayne : 

« Wheelbarrar r . 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



1614 BETSEY JANE WAKD 



CAUSE FOR JEALOUSY. 

I SUPPOSE it* air knot jenurly known which it ought 

two be, though peple's minds hev been so mutch took 

up by the war that they could not attend two it, that 

my arteemass was alius a grate favoryte of the fare 

, seek. -V 

But arflure the nupshell not was tyd, it was hiz 
dooty two adjure every feemail except the wife of his 
boozini, for when they air united into the bonds of 
matrimony they air one twain. 

But arteemass has alius been in danger of being led 
away, like King Solomon, which the pote sez : 

'^ The wUest man that ever lived 
Most deerly loved the laases O.'* 

There was a feemail into our parts named Susannah 
Loincs. She had red hare, bloo eyes, a fare skin like 
snow, and a few freckles onto her knows, red lips, good 
teeth, & good shape. She was about my haithe but 
wasn't quite so potty, as I'm what they call embone- 
pjnt. 
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When ire .were fust marrid^ ar^cora^s could put bis 
arms diean around me^ & he m^d S d6o it ver^ oi^fan, 
bat now lie ses he nose he couldn't doo i^ef he tried, ip 
so he never tries. 

But Susannah Loinea air more slim like, around the 
waist, though she buljiz out above & below it. 

The fust I node of hur notion arllure arteemtvss was 
1 rainy day when he was coming from the store with a 
mouse-trap 4 a quart of molasses. He had a oottoa 
umbcrrill ^ it was spread two keep off the Rain. 

What should Susannah doo but run rite under hi^ 
umberrill, & say : " I beg yure pardon Mr. Ward, but 
I'm so afeerd of getting wet, the diptboarry is about so 
much." 

Thefx arteemass ansurd, A sed : ** yu're as welcome as 
flours in May, my little duck. I'm glad yu called." 

Then sez she : " Now, Mr. Ward, none of yure npn- 
cents. I'm kn<Tw flour, <fe I didn't expekt an old nnan 
like yu, that's got a wife & a pare of twins, two speeik 
so on becoming." 

'' It can't doQ any harm," sez arteemass. 

Then she sithed, & sez she : " y^ don't no what harm 
it may doo, friend Ward— ef yu will allow me to call 
yu so — for the fafe seek air more sissiptible than yu 
think, & ef yu should iuspyer a tendur feeling into my^ 
busting hart, boo would be 2 blame then ?" 

Tlien aiiieemass scttio Kh&t bo had p«t his foot in it, & 
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that she loved him like a book. He didn't no what 
was beist to doo, whether to except of hur love, or ^ 
sho hur that he was troo two har l^t he had took 2 his 
kfLTt, into the bloom of his youth. 

At larst the evil sperrit purvaled, A he sez : ** My 
dear Miss Loines, yu no that I must keep up^my 
creddit, as I am a publick karaktur, & hev a sho, d? 
allso a wife hoo lur an onor two hooman nachoor, ^ 
thare4 1 must bid yu good by for Uie present ; but ef 
yu'll appinfr a place whare we can meet, onto Sunday 
evening, Pll be thare' onto the wings of love, as the 
pote sez.'* 

So she told him to come to the back door of hur 
sister's house, whare she lives for the pressent, at 9 
okklock a Sunday evening. 

Arteemass kept the affare awl two hisself till the 
time come , & I wondurd what he was Greecing up his 
boots & putting on hiz best ruffle shurt for. He out 
out at 9 okklock, & went two "the place. 

It was awl dark thare, & know sign of any lites 
whatsomever. At larst, the windur opened over head, 
is a voyce sed : " Is that yu, my deer love P' 

" Yes, it's me," se« arteemass ; ** open unto me, my 
love.** 

. ** Yes— pressently — wait a minnit, deer," sed the 
voyce of Susannah. 

So he waited a minnit, A; then thare come out of the 
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windur about 2 galleons of cold water, Ss it lit onto 

aitcemass's head & run down the back of hiz neck. 

At fust, he thawt he was skolt with biling water, but at 

larst he korncluded it was cold. 

Then the windur was'slammed down like fury, & awl 
was still agin. 

Arteenias^ thawt it was a broad hint thet hiz com- 
j)inny wasn't wanted, & he bleoved it would be a waste 
of preshus time 2 stop thare inj longer. So he cut out 
for home, with his noo close in sich a pickle thet I 
thawt he'd jined the meeting house is been baptised : 
but I hearn the whole story afture^rards from Su^- 
sannah's sister. 

The cornduct of Susannah is very onakkountable, 
seeing she as good as tolled him she loved him when 
they was under the umberrill together. Thare can't be 
know dowt she loves him, for awl the wimmin air 
arflure artoemass into the same weigh* 
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HOSPITALITY. 

It is rarely aeldom diat arteennss & me gets ketched 
without munny into our pockets i but we took a ride 
into tlie kuj^try ouct, into tlie xouoth of August, ^ 
thare come on a thundtf shour that hindered us from, 
travelia a long time, the road being awl j^ush, 4? the 
shour lasting 2 days. 

On Jthe weigh home we got very pekish, tile we come 
2 an old house thet was okkipied . by a 7th ku2zia of 
arteemass. He hadn't seene him into 18 yeer 4^ 
skuFcely node him by sight when he did see him. 

Sez- arteemass: '^Betsey Jane, we need something 
to ete, as our interval air raving like a lyon for food. 
Hard by, resides my kindred, 7 times reemooved. 
We will stop at his house ; I will rcemind him of the 
sacred ties of efiecki^un wharewith we are bound, 6s it 
is opportoonly about the very our for dinner. Ho 
will uachoorally arsk us to partake with him, & our 
hungur will be appeezd. Of course, he needn't no that 
we only called 2 get something 2 ete^ thet air our 
secret." • * 
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He ilbcllfid ^fo th^ d(xk, tf & r^-hladed female 
opened it at onct. 

**Hi6r faJthiet^s eye^! thoaid liiare! the mouth — the 
chin. I should hev none the fammily rezemblunz into 
the d!ai*kett nlte," edsklamed^ Ai^emass ; " come ^ my 
arms my child, and embf ja<5e ytti^ uffekshunate relative ! 
Hour's yure father, child ?^ 

" My father ! Gch, faitih, I wish* you would tell me' 
thet same,'* sez siie; "the last time I seed him he was 
in County Tipperary in ould Ireland. What's your 
pleasure \^ith him, sir ?** 

**Cah t see the master* of this house?' sex arte^ 
nia^; with the dligtiity which' beooihes I two address- a' 
meenyal. 

A tali ihM com'e to tli^ door. A: stared' at I & krtee- 
mass iL^i ef w6 w^ pi^s^zineit^ iiito the dock ^tf^iting' for 
the centense of the court. 

** EninAn Kufus,^ crlde ai^teeihassj, ceasing' his haiid ; 
"dob Isbe y6u onct more-^^but my" feelbks — my fe6l* 
inka Ottto thfe ^ffebtirig' Oocasion." 

Atteettiiai^ pulf his hand onto his sturamick Wheh he' 
spoke' of Ms* fbdirifkar! Mf fbeltnks^ &^l lade into that 
direcfipd liw^b, <t f w^' glitf tio <ient the roasted beef 
when the doof opfen^d; 

BJdfus lobked itiore rekonsiled wheh he h^Mi that' 

arteemass was \ai^ ku2zin', it atisked us to walk in. 

WKto'we ^ikteiM tihe rh^uch, we foUnd the Wimmln 
8 



Digitized by 



Google 



170 BETSEY JANE WARD 

fokes putting the bread A salt is mustard onto tlie 
table. 

We took cheers and soddown be4 the fire^ & was 
silent for 2 minutes. 

Then Rufus sez: "You've rather got the advan- 
tidge of mc, Kuzzin — a — a — a ^" 

'* Arteemass Ward/' sed arteemass, 2 help him out^ 
as his memory seemed 2 be obliyioyus. 

"Ah ! — ^yes ! — ^Ward," sez he, <k he kept a studdying 
over the name. 

" Yu haint fuggot us, I hope," sez arteemass ; ** for 
the cords of natchooral affection they air the only tyes 
that bind us 2 this world, which it air our dooty 2 re- 
member them ^" 

"Yu say yure name is Ward;" sez Rufus; "my 
name is Crane ; what branch of the family do you be- 
long 2?" 

" Iny branch you plees," sez arteemaas ; " cents we 
awl belong 2 1 tree, it makes know odds about the 
branches. We was going by yure house, Ss I felt my 
bowels yum tords it, knowing that I had a kuzzen into 
the bilding, & I thunk two myself & sez I to Betsey 
Jane ; " He'll never furgiv me, into this world, if I go 
by without giving him a kawl ; it's so unnachooral like 
2 slite one's oan kin, whilst this hart beets in this 
boozom I can't think of iny sich a thing." 

'^ Very kind of yu, Kuzzin," sez Bufus, staring at 
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his wife, hoc had araked 2 take my buanit & shawl ; 
" I dare say it's awl rite, Mr. Ward — ^I bleeve that's 
the name— though I never beam of you be4." 

By that time the table was sot A butiful pease of 
roasted bee^ meely putators, mashed turnips & gravy, 
is a big pitcher of syder were onto the horspitible 
board, & arteemass kept 1 eye onto the table whilst he 
looked at Kuzzin Kufus with the other. 

" Yu're travelin', I take it,*' sez Rufus. 

*' Yes, Kuzzin, we've been taking a little tower, but 
had no idea of the happiness of seeing my long-lost 
kinsman when we sot out from home." 

** Live fur orfl" 

" Into Baldinsville," sez arteemass. 

'^ Let's see — ^that's away orf hear," sez Bufiis, pinting 
with his arm 

^ Yes." 

** Well, what ye doing on so fur orf from home t" 

'* Taking a tower," sed arteemass; ^'arflure the fiit 
teagues of bizness, 2 rikkooperate the sistum, & enjoy 
the silloobrus air of the kuutry." ^ 

" Ya— a— as," sez Rufus^ 

His wife had kept nodding hur head 2 him & looking 
tords the table awl this time, but he didn't take the hint. 
Then she whispered 2 him, is he looked tords us. At 
last4ie riz up & sez : 
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<' Wdl; kuttliis, ciente yu^irer lif^ii', yu'll ttike a' bitd 
with us, r k^f ndudlej ; yu'U' be Hfellcome.'' 

Arteemasd* jurked his' Uierad al'otmd, & st^ed at tHe 
table Iks ef he haddbnd ttoilerthart Was iny vittlea witJhln 
a mile of hinni, He'd been* sO oVei*powiBiied with happiness 
in meeting' his' deer kinsmaii. 

<* I-^ILonion't no," sesf afteettiass; Idoking at me;; 
" yure going 2 dinner it seetns. Well, drt rtiy word, Fd 
no idee it was so* Ibte as thatl SeddoWn, kn^n, & 
dbtt*t make iiiy seremanny about our being' heah*^ 

''But r ar^ked yu & yUre wife S come & take a bite 
with us," sez Rufus; **!YoU shall be welcome.'* 

** Thet, indeed," ansurd arteemass ; " I haddend thawt 
of that." 

**'I*o,'' ^sr IV **'We dJaabntf c»iAc' ib' fbr that ft Was 
the larst thing we'd hev thought of." 

" Yes," sez arteemass ; " the idee of dinnur Was the 
larst thiri^We'tbawt of."* 

Sb we i^dbwn. A' arteemass went ihto the beef b 
puttator»'2te ef He Wfl^ ^ggi^peetlng' never 2 get anuther 
meel onto the erth. 

'*I admire those turnip," ^d arteemass, taking 
ariodiet sptton-flill* dttttt liiz plate; "I' never seen this 
1iind'be4."^ 

**Tru'll bea puny good' juge of the article when yu 
.»ee it agin, I'm a thinking," sez Rufus. 
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Me & arteemass thawt eteing was more profitable 
than tawking, k we sed no more, but ete awl we 
wanted, <fe soon arilureward, we got up two go. 

Arfture we had got into the wagging, & arteemass 
had gathurd up the feigns in his hand for a start, Rufus 
poked hiz head out the windur,>& sung out : 

" I say, kuzzin, won't yu take a qwarter of beef, a few 
loafs of bread, k, a ^flatter (if turnip into yure cart be4 
yu start, for fear yu should be hdn^y be4 yu ^et 
homer 

** Sartainly, ef I shall be wellcome^** ansurd artee- 
mass, whipping up his hossi 

" Betsey Jane," sez arteemass, arfture we'd got fairly 
on the road ; '^ yu see the nachur of mankind air 2 lye. 
We lyed when we sed we diddend call in for dinner, & 
Hufus lyed when he sed we was wellcome ; for you seen • 
they kept dinner waiting till it was enormost cold, in 
the hopes that we would cut out be4 they soddown 2 
table." 

** He lyed, k we lyed, k so the akkownt air purfeckly 
square, k nary 1 of us hev inything 2 complane of.^' 

Then I seen that arteemass were a filosofer, but he 
larnt awl he node from me, Betsey Jane Ward, the wife 
of his boozim. 
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FREE SUFFRAGK 

Them as thinks the intelligent, inlightningd ladys of 
amerrik/ air un^ualifide two go two the poles & vote, . 
shoze their own lack of gumption. i 

When the irish, which they air pagans & worship 
imidges that aught two be puddown by law, when these 
irishurs can come (5ver hear & vote, it's a bumin shame 
that eddikayted, varchus, reding, riting, sighforinn, 
skating ladys of the pressent jenurashun should be put 
inn wit]i iddyaughts, fellyun?, & dikkrippit pursons. 

I had some thawts of righting a serious of peaces 
onto the subject two put it into the Home jurnile, or 
Harpurs Weakly, or praps the Leger, as Ed wad 
Everit* rights for that paper. 

As feemails hev the bringing up & tooturing of the 
infunt mind which the pote sez : '* Just as the tree gros 
the twigs will bend," thare4 it is very stranje ef they 
aint fit for 2 govern the kuntry arflure the kuntry air 
grode up. 

Minny a grate man would hev been a noodle but for 
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the judishus spankings thet he receeved from the mater- 
nal handy whilst their boxing of thare ears hardend their 
heads, which they mite otherwise hev been soil. 

TheM that has red the feemail leckchure, of the pres- 
sent day air kornvinced that they air sooperior 2 iny-* 
thing thet hev been rit by the othef seek. 

Saint Panl sez thet *^ Man is the head of the woman ;" 
but he ment it into a purticular cents, like, a^it ware, a 
river. Everybody nose thet the head of a river is the 
shallowed part of it. It is into that cents that the man 
air the head of the woman, which arteemass air a knoti- 
ble example, hoo air like a helpless orfin when away 
from his better haif. 

The woman et the forbidden frute be4 man et it, 
which it shoze thet she's ahead of hin:i at the start, & 
she's been ahead of him ever cente. 

I think, ef the truth was none, that Homer & Virgil 
vas both feemails, & Shakspear 2 ; but the men^ which 
hev everything their own weigh, purtend it was their 
own seek. 

Our sosiety hev an idee of putting up poles of our 
own whare nobody shall vote except the fare seek. 



Digitized by 



Google 



17e BSTSEY JAN£ WABU 



THE T^AVELIifJG ^OW, 

1 Yebr arteemass is me went around ^ith oyr sho of 
wax figgurs Sp beastesses, into ^ gr^te ^linnj diffuruut 
town? till we come 2 Cap^ Cod^ & arflure we had fi];iish- 
ed there, we was tolled that we could mafce a grate dqe^ 
of munny by going 2 Marthaz Vinyard & Nahtuckit, 
which they air 2 ilan.s sittu^ted jmto the water. 

Arteemass got ^be caoti^g of a bote calld a skoo^ur 
two take awl his things into it, & w^ rid down ,two 
Martliaz Vinyard two a place calld Edgartow,n i^h^re 
we shode the sho two awl the peple ; & the^n ,we went 
two the other ilan^ which it air calld NantuctLit. 

We saled around a peace of land calld Bran Pint that 
runs out ^lto the water &; has got a steeply onto it, ^ut 
know church under it. The steeple i^ns rite Cjnto the 
&nd awl alone by itself. We went »up two a place 
calld Long Warf, & tyed up the bote two a big post. 

Awl the peple come running down two see arteemass 
is some were on little hoss-karts that went slam-slam- 
slam. 
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Wh«i we got prf ^ iMe ife <it<K)<i onto the world 
©net »?iaf e, the .4«o4 ^vap h»^ ^omt «huBe. We w*lk^d 
fliofig th<p irii4? « fKoma^ 4I? ;fioo» got .tired, for ow feet 
sunk into the sand so bad that it wm Kke ^»dw^ into 
tke wftter. 

Then a old m# .Q(iU4 Skt^irbvok <^me along with hiz 
hosi^JiarJ; & .tqok »s in, A ^way w*iit .the Ij^rt, filam- 
sJftKnisUm, up the rode into th^ Umn. Wfi liKWWd«^ 
into a house kep by Miss Flussy, boa M * very 6m^ 
WQo^aq, Auly she tftkjM snuff awl the tiwa, A; wty* ,^A«« 
whenever she speak? twio you. 

A vl the rest of the feejo/wis WM .niwned JSiUDiift ijitcept 
Rebecca Bunker^ hQO, they s»y, kep skogj mt^ the free- 
mason loge a long time aggp. 

We put up our teiLt into a street i^qit was called 
Eunicie Mitdtell street, & w^s uaiped Arftur,e a rich Uidjr 
that lived oato the isl^^d a ^ate 9iiouy f^(^t9 oggQ 4 
owned the .ship Maro, which was named arftwre a grate 
pote by hur jdaivtur Li<Jdy wh^t w»rrid A mw naoved 
Greeue. , 

The peple begun twp come two the ahQ, but wi^ 
CQuldn't understand much that they sed. 1 l^y tolled 
us the kangaroo had brought jhisself tWf9 fiU 4tnkur & 
wanted us two gaily him. Another lad/ aed we must 
excuse hur rigging which was a little out of order as 
she had been ketched in a squal. Another 1 sed it was 
2' hot into our tent 3c she must go out & blow 
8* 
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When arteemass k me wm going down a place calld 
Weskot Hill, we hearn somebody behind us sing out : 
«* Heeve two ! back yure main-top-sail, and let us ^ange 
up alongside of you.** 

We looked around & seed 2 wimmin hurrying up 
, two us as ef they hadn't a minnit to live. 

" Hullo !" sez they'; " weVe been trying 2 overhawl 
yu tliis 2 ours. Why didn't yu luff up «fc shake yure 
sales, or drop yure anchor under foot." 

Arteemass thawt they wanted 2 see the wax figgurs*, 
& he sed " Fifteen scents — children haff price." 

" We want yu 2 g^m with us," sez one of the ladys. 

**Whaf8 thetl" sez arteemass, hoo begun 2 think 
they was arsking for a treat. 

^ Yu fuggit these fokes air <^ ilund, & don't no not- 
ting," sez the other lady 2 hur friend. Then she sez 
2 me : ^ Tell yure husband thet we want 2 take yu into 
our mess to-day ; you'll ete some grub with us, won't 
you. Dinner reddy at two okklock. Call up in Meet- 
ing House street k enkwire for Eunice Cartrite's house, 
next two Obed Macey's store." 

" Thank yu kindly," sez arteemass ; " we'll sartainly 
come, is we'll reesiperkate yure horseputallity by let- 
dng you see the wax figgurs & beastesses for 10 scents 
betwixt you, awl clear gain." 

Thoy smiled like 2 clams opening their shells at hi 
vvjitiir. 
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We hurrid back 2 the tent. I put on mj black silk, 
^ arteemass he drest up into his best, ^ we sot out 2 
fiad the place. 

Arfture enkwiring of 2 peple, we found the house. 
It was painted tea green with a red door. The two 
wimmin was thare, tfe 3 men. 1 of urn was a tall dark- 
looking yung man with a white cane that was maid of 
a whalers gawbone, the other two had whale's teeth 
into thare pockits, ^ black neck-hankurchurs which the 
cends was held togethur by rings made of whale's 
gaw-bones. 

They had on long boots which they sed was Cape 
Horn boots, & abo\it everything we seed there come 
from round Cape Horn. 

Arteemass wA introdoosd two the 3 jentlemen ; they 
shook bans with him ^ arsked him ef he had ever 
struck a whale. 

Arteemass sed he never had thet plezure but he had 
been upsot into a bote ^ Betsey Jane [that air me] 2. 

Arteemass pulled out hiz hankurchur & wiped hiz 
hand with it, as hiz hand felt Greecy arfture having 
shook bans with the men ; he thawt thare was a smell of 
lamp ile onto his hand for a hole weak arfturewards. 

They arsked arteemass ef he had ever been round 
Cape Horn. Arteemass ansurd 6c sed no, but he'd 
been two noo Orleens, & put up his tent on the cornur 
of Maggazine ic Canal street into the open lot whare 3 
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Stores was burnt ^owu ; ,4?. a^rwards Ib a pUce iu 
Poydi*as ^ijreet whare ^ stores had l^e&n burnt* up ; k 
awl the big fokes from Carondelet & Pry.taina street, k 
Coliseum PJ*ce, & polonel 9a9iter's Qorner oome 2 see 
the wax figgu^, & se^ t^ifey air so n^U^ijal that ef the/ 
ooly winked <Jc walked abpvt, <bhey wwli think thejr 
was ^live. 

Then the bl^-looHi^g y:uug man wiil^ the whale- 
bone caiu sed thet wjRx figgurs W9^ nQthiog 2 a Spernr 
whale which jl^e wa^ bigger t^n aiyl of um put togeth- 
ur, &; thea he arsked arteernass ef he had ever ~ 
J^poond a poppj^s.* 
Arteernass sed " No.** 

^Then he aisked him ef he had eyer ketdied a diirk 
wijth a crooked spike beittied wi^ a juA: of pork. 
" Arteernass sed " No." 

"Thunder <fe litening !" sez the yung feluo^; " whare 
did yu ccmie fropi 1 I spose yu never keld^d « skip- 
Jack nor a goney V^ 

Arteernass tolled him he never had thet onor; he 
sposed that a skipjack w^ some kind of codfish, but an 
for goney, he didn't no whet tbose air. 

The yung m^ movied bis cheer furthur orf ^rom 
Arteemass, the othe^ 2 men shook their heads, <fe the 2 
ladys sithed <fe tum/ed up tl;ie whitjes of thare eyes. 

Xhen sez 1 of t^e other ^paen : " I spose yu no Mistoi 
Smith, don't ye ?" 
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** Whiqli 1 f sez Ai^t<eeina38. 

" Whyt tfce 1 .thefc liyjes orf il^pd, twQ be leh.wej yu 
come from orf tl^ ilmid, dWepd ye J" 

" Yes, from the mane land," sez Artteem^is*.. 

^* W,cll, jthep," #ez the man ; •" Mr. S«vi;th torieB orf 
flund, ti»ro^ 4d ao yu .no him, I i3is^fi say." 

" What does he follow," sez Arteemas?. 

'' He foUp')¥f h^ ^W^w$^ ef lie's got 1," peis tihe 9^n ; 
^ & he's a searfaring map^ pf cqarse. ^e's lO^et x>f a 
-sfeip, 4 come in pyie^ t|i^ I^fs; he didn'lb kr#wl In at 
the starn windurs." 

" He's very rite," aez Arteemaas^j ^* I liiietrer «e^ a 
/eluve jjuri^wliQg in ^t ^ Fiodyr but I all^ tock him for 
^ thief." 

Then the yjujog main fse^ : ** I ^pose yv no Mrs. &aw- 
so^ it^at koep^ ^ J>Q9Lrd^ng-hou^ i<>r ^feisb-farlng opijexi in 
.iPjTQo Bedfor«J." 

" No," sez arteem.^s. 

"Fluke? 4p fipj?!*' WJlW? ovJ % y-vr^ig fcjure; 
"whare hev yu li.yecj ^w^ yurj? ];>ji;>i^ dj^y^? Yw 
jbeLopg orf the ilm^d, don'-t ye ?" 

" Sart^inly — ^bet I do^^' s^z .^rte^fiss. 

" Well, so does Mrs. Rawson," sez the yiju;ig f^^ure j 
" there's kpot.a boy inJ:o f^^njhuckiit ^t ^ (4? ^ hield 
his hand about 4 foot from tbe Qoor) bu^ yfr^xet apse 
Mrs. R^wepUt. yfby, sj^ u^ ^ ^ S^lj ^^sin 4f 
lived up by the windmills." 
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** Very likely," sez arteemass ; " come ^to refleck 
onto it, it's 1 of the most likelyest things into the 
world ; though I hevn't scene know windmills sense Fire 
been onto the ilund." 

"What doo yu hev eyes for?** sez 1 of the other, 
men ; " knot seen our windmills ! why every skoolboy 
knows them air." 

The wimmin arsked us into the other rheum, whare 
dinner was put upon the table. 

We sot down with the remar^blest apetight we 
ever node. 

There was 3 coarses 2 the dinner. 

The fust coarse was whale-scraps & salt, which it was 
like sole leather dipt in lamp ile, leastwise arteemass is 
me diddend parse up our plate for a seckond cut. ' 

The 2nd coarse was something white with a black 
skin, in skware junks. They tolled us it air sword- 
fishes,- tho we diddend see know sword. 

The 8rd coarse was poppusses fins & tales, a sort of 
sticky stuff, but arteemass worrid a little of it down. 

For drink, we had mullassus & water. They called 
it s\?itchell, <fe gin it 2 us in tin pots thct holt about a 
kwart apeace. 

Arfture the dinner was over, the 3 men took out 
short, black pipes, & begun to smoke till the rheum 
was so dark with tobakkur smoke thet arteemass ie me 
couldn't see 1 anuther. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUB BOOK OP OOAKB. 183 

But, onct into a wile, a voyce would come out of the 
smoke & say something, ^ arteemass ic me couldn't 
tell hoo it belonged two. 

At larst, I felt arteemass's hand onto my head, & ho 
wispurd into my year : " Betsey Jane, pick up yure 
bonnit, & Mre'll make our eskape into the smoke, & be 
gone be4 they no it." 

80, he reeched me my bunnit, ii we opent the door 
softly, Ss run out into the street. 

We never excepted a invite arflure thet, & we got 
orf the ilund as kwick as an induljint providunz would 
let us. 
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THE ITINERANT LECTUREE. 

It was 1 hot di^ into Hie Dog days m August, wlieti 
our sosiety was called toggetbur on inportuiiat« hvs^ 
iieys. 

When I got -2 tlie iioeetiag, I foufid a girate krourd of 
the fare seek koangregated into the house. Theci^ wa9 
mourn a duzzen feemails from Smootsvill. 

Fm not much of a corny sewer in men's looks, but 
when I seen at the desk, sitting by the sighed of our 
Presidentess, a tawl jentleman with long strait locks 
falling down behind, & onto each sighed of his face, I 
knowed he was one of the chosen foo which air sent 
with a aggressive mission, 2 rijinerrate awl mankind, & 
espeshelly by mixing the white & black blood together, 
which it makes a butiful mahogony culleur. 

This jentleman had a long, thin face '' sikkled oar 
with the paile caste of thawt," with the exception that 
the eend of his knows were of a bright red, which it 
tippified that he was chose for a bacon-lite 2 the na- 
tions. 

The Presidentess riz up with grate dignitty, ^ sea 
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the: ^Lftdks of die Wimmm^A Rxtov, l^iB y^ve fiur- 
«unpage, unto Juj letft, 4ur Mister Bqjcir PeBloM, the 
gcate Misahuoerry in the .oaw0 of Ikuj^h A Virtoo jn 
jiDeral. He air oome iM> adreas us A ^v us « «hoi!t :«dc- 
kount of his labors. He will cawl a meeting, A yn 
air awl expected 2 giy notiss of it 2 the InhaikMtaQZ of 
Baidiosville, that every 1 may attend. For ji(iy part, 

1 am thankful thet I have lived H see biz 4ay — (the day 
cf ^is grate apossle 2 the ;Gent|les." 

Then Mr. Rojer Penfold m up A maid a bow to the 
ladies, & sot down agi^a. 

So we awl departed tibat we ispi^t gin Qotiss. I r.ti9 
& tolled the oquare A ^iz faoftVAily, 4& they ^id they'4 
' awl be there. The squa^9 wife "tbaw^i Mk|ng the .ai;r 
would be good for hvr ^Uh^ A ^he a^uare's ^wter, 
PriaaaUa ann, had jiist got!a^SKK> bunnit from tibe sitty^ 
whioh she wanted to sho, A so they would aw) cpn^e. 

The grate speech was appinted for jbhe ne^st W;^sdy 
AisfturHBQO^. 

Now, I've got 8 tell a thing th^ftt happe^nt be# H^ 
4ime airived for the meeting, ^ ko^nsequepftially i^ wi^ 
be4 Wensdy. 

At the ^jayyun wfcere the grate apossle gqt his yittle, 
tiler e waa five pr six of the b^ser sort &om ^^ kwt'fY 
which they got their yittles there 9f & ^he appssle trj4^ 

2 inaliruot them into their dootjies, ^ he thaw$ it inkum* 
blcmt onto ihtm«2 watch um d? isee wheir.e they went, A 
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what thej did, is 2 lissen at the Eee-hole of their room, 
80 that ef he could detect them in saving anything dis- 
loyal, or doing inything korntrary % law he could hev 
them arrested is punisfat. That was akk(H*ding to his 
aggressive mission. 

But they ketched him lissening at their Kee^ole 1 
evening, is they cotch him by the collar is shook him 
into the extrornaryest manner. ' He thawt he was 
going to be a martyr, is he sed he'd done only what he 
bleeved it was his dooty 2 do. 

When they heam that, they sed : ^ Oh ! that alturs 
the case. Ef yu've only been doing your dooty, we 
hale yu as 1 of the most uprightest of sdnts, is we 
wouldn't hurt yu for a shilling." 

Tlien he iovy tedium 2 come 2 the meeting on Wens- 
dy, is they ^romussd 2 come for sarting. *' But, come, 
most holy sir," sez they, " is take wine with us for bet- 
ter akwaintunz sake." 

He went into the rheum with them, is they awl sot 
down 2 a table is called for ^ine. Arfbur they had 
drunk a little wine toggethnr, the apossle felt like 
making a speech, is whilst he was speaking, the miss- 
principled heathens filled up the dikkanter with brandy. 
Whilst he was giving them good advice, they kept 
reaching him the glass, is he would take a swallow 2 
deer his throte, till at last he got kind o' tossicated, is 
drunk a hole tumbler of brandy without purceeving it. 
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He went two bed Ss slept till the nekst d^y, till it 
WBs enertnoet time 2 gd 2 the meeting. Then they out 
Hi his long hare whiist he was asleep, ie jest stuck it 
on with some kind of gloo or something else, so that it 
would come orf easy, & they painted a gallus on his 
!brrid with injy ink, & black spots on his cheeks. 

As soon as it was time for him 2 start, they woke 
him up, A giV him a glass of likker 2 steddy his 
nerves, <k when he sawn how late it was, he was fright- 
ened & hurrid orf 2 the meeting as fast as he could go. 

The rascals awl followed arftur him. The Meeting 
House was crowded with peple from awl parts, when 
the apossle went in. 

He walked up into the pulpit with grate dignity, & 
awl the men stomped onto the floor, Sc the feemail 
dapt their hands & shook their hankurchurs. 

As soon as he turned round 2 the light, everybody 
seen that their was 2 grate black spots onto his face, 1 
unto each cheek; & there was some stranje-looking 
thiog onto hiz forrid. 

I thawt it was some picktur on hiz forrid that was 
put there 2 iliusterate hiz diskoarse, but some of the 
yung peple larfed out loud. 

Then those heathens th^ did it, hollured out '^gal- 
lus !'' Ss every 1 seen that, troo enuff, it) was a gallus 
onto his forrid. 
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The^possle fdidi/t no.vhat the p^le iWaii jlfurfiDg at/ 
jk he begun 2 t^ll um it W4i9 # vei!ry aollpm f^oi^io^ 

''He's got the gallus (Ointo hip kpuntQuunz;!" haHip^d 
out the square. 

llie apossle tolled them 2 .Heep order^ is sed Uiat 
sich words .was very unprc^Ktr. 

^ But Tin sorry 2i8ay it's trojo^" sed the Presidentes^; 
^ what maid you put that mgly thiqg on yure forrid?'' 

He stared at hur as ef (he itbaw t it was a poor kom- 
plement 2 tell him be;blMl>t^ |:|illuston bis faoe^ & he 
rseen that some lOf the «osiQty wa9 barfing »a.t him;. I 
«nermost larfed myseli^ for I .tbl^wit be }md done it.ajvrl 
hisself. 

He began to ;get w^t, A he spqkie v^ry loud, ^p put 
up his hand to seratdi his ihead, jk *w^QO be h^an to 
scratch, awl ihis liare come orf, .& it fell do^irn oiitp tb(d 
heads of the ladies ihqo sot «n^er tb0 ^Ifikt, <fe ithey 
•diddend no what it was. So tbey jwrnpti iijp ,4e 
screeched, & >the ;men larfed lou^ wb^n they seen bis 
head as bald as a barber's block. 

The wimovin was jscffeeching is the mm WW very 
loud in idikeir larftur. The a|>os9le was scaled ^hen ji^is^ 
hare come orf. He run out lof tfep cjy*r<}b,.& -attec^fced 
it for the tavy un, iwjajhpv^ ^teWW^ J^ PVt o* Ws bait. 

Whm jbe got 9^ tmymA iW into the bar room, 
the men didn't no him, & the landlord jb^l^bt Jbe W|i3 
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a poor manyick that had broke loose from a loonattick 
asilum, «» 

But the rascals that did it come in soon, &: tolled the * 
peple into the bar-room hoo he was, <k how they had 
dpne it. 

Then they awl got around the apossle & begun 2 
larf. He run out & got onto his boss ^ cleered out of 
thte Tillage like a- streek o' litening, & the sosiety air 
aleared^ that he Will neyei< come back 2 deliver his leck- 
tur. 

Onto the nekst day the Presidentess called the^ meet- 
ing 2gether,-& we parsed resolutions that our grate 
champin Roger Penfold, had been marturized by sar- 
ting villyuns in liunian shape, but that his sperrit was 
still marchitig on. 

Arteemass poked hi^ head' ip ^t the door, ^ sed ef 
hiz sperrit was knot marching on, his Ibody sartingly 
was, for he had been seen going throo Smootsville ohto 
hiz boss, asef the Old Sci^tch was arflur him. 

I turned is gove arteemass a pUrcing look when hei 
subzided Sc left. His foipir air wax iiggurs; & he allutf 
puts bis foot in when he attempts 2 treet on thei gi^te 
moral idees of the day. 
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THE INCOME TAX. 

It's wdl none thet me k arteemass air as patriottick 
as the vane onto Baldinsville Meeting House, which it 
air alius troo 2 its duty <fe shoze which way the wind 
blows. * 

But, at the same time, we hev thet cents of ^ustiss 
into our boozims that we air very much oposed 2 payin 
iny more than what is rite <fe fare. We wouldn't pay a 
scent mourn our gust doos becaws that would be rong, 
& we air peskidly afeared of dooing iny thing rong, 
espeshally in that pecooliar weigh. 

When they taxt our wax figgurs <fe beastesses, artee 
mass k me went rite 6rf 2 the tax man, h tolled him 
it was a disloyal act ^ tax our moral exibition, h ef he 
diddend giv it up we would inform agin him. 

He had the impurdunz 2 say that our concern was 
taxibble under the law. 

Aiteemass tolled him a different story ; G. Washing- 
ton was 1 of the wax figgurs, & noboddy but a traiter 
would tax the father of his kuntry. 

Hie tax man sed he vas glad 2 see that we was so 
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patriottick, «fc had know dowt we would be glad to pa} 
the tax, sense it went 2 diffray the expences of the 
kuntry. 

Arteemass tolled him thet our patriottism were good 
enuff without taxing or volunteering ither; let them 
pay taxes & volunteer which their patrottism required 
it ; but he was 2 well none as a patriot 2 require iny 
sich proofs, Ss, besides that, he had corresponded with 
A. Lincoln. ' - 

" When was that 1" arsked the taxer. 

" As much as 2 yeer aggo," sez arteemass ; " I scent 
him an invite to cawl <fe lopk at the sho." 

" What ansur did he send you 1" sez the taxer. 

" He hasn't ansurd my letter yet," sez arteemass ; 
" but I'm expecting the ansur every day. ** It's likely 
he's waiting till some post-office is vacant two put me 
in as postmarster." 

•* Well, yu wait," sez the taxer ; '* patience air a 
good thing, «fc yu've got a first rate oppertoonity for ex- 
ercising that virtoo." 
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VISIT TO BOSTON. 

It's a good many yeer aggo sense me ^ arteemass 
went to Boston with our sho <fe sot up our tent Just be- 
yond Dock Square, a little ways from Funnell Hawl di^ 
closet 2 the Bite 'Tavyun, 

As soon as we'd got the tent sot up, a man with a 
cain come up to arteemass As put hiz hand onto his 
shoulder, (fe sez he : " Yu're my prizoner !** 

*^ What for ¥^ sez arteemass. 

"I'het cigar," sez the man. 

"Whet of it? It didn't cost yu nothing," sez 
arteemass. 

" But it'll cost yu &ve dollurs," sez the man. 

Arteemass was stuck, which it seemed 2 be that 
something was the matter with the felure's intrellecks, 
till he sez : " Fm a constable A arrest yu for smoking 
a cigar into the streets." 

" 1 never beam of sich a thing," sez arteemass. 

" Can't help it — ^yu must fork over," sez the oon 
stable. 

" Isn't Bunkers Hill somewhare into this villidge 1" 
sez arteemass. 
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"It's acit^ss the river yandHr,** sez the constable 
" ef the housen was out of the weigh, you might see it 
from heat." 

" What did they iite for, over there f sez arteemass. 

^* For liberty, to be sure," sez ^ man, 

"Well,'* se* arteemass; **ef this ^r the kind o* 
liberty they fit for, they'd better hev been turning 
wooden nutmegs oi; getting up a sosiety for paring 
niggers' toe««les, is then they'd hev saved their 
bacon." 

" Another 6 dollurs," sez the constable; " lor speek- 
ittg disrespeckfitl of our kollud bruthring." 

I gove arteemass a purcing gaze, ^-tolled him to 
band over the 10 dollurs without anuther word. For 
my part^ I was glad to find we'd got into a place whare 
the principles of ouf sosiety was protected by law, & t 
gave the constable an invite 2 go in <& see the wax 
figgurs ; but he sed he couldn't stop as he had ingaged 
two assist in tarnng & feathering a dimmokrat, at 3 
okklock, hoo had insulted the peple of Boston byapeek- 
iilg itt pr«i)B6 of the constitution 

I seen he wan li troapatriot, is I hadn't the hart two 
detain him, seing he was in a hurry 2 fulfill a solium 
dooty. 

A little ways from our tent, there was a qurius look- 
ing veehikkle ; it was a small house on wagging-wheels, 
9 
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& onto the outside of it was painted the Iprords : Fikb 
Art Wa(kh>n» 

They sed the fine arts w^ displade into the wagging, 
& yu must pay 25 secants two go in & jsee it. 

Arteemass scene a yung man & woman come out of 
the wagging, db he arsked um what was 2 be scene 
inside. But they wouldn't ansur him a word, A the 
yung woman turned as red as a beat. 

Arteemass didn't like it at awl, as there was more 
peple went into the wagging than come two our tent, & 
he sed it was a munnoppoly. 

I didn't like the looks of that wagging at awl, Ss I 
advised arteemass 2 keep away from it. 

1 nite, it was about 9 okklock when I mist arteemass 
from the tent, (fe 1 was afeard he had got into the Fine 
Art Wagging. 

I run across 2 it, ^ put my mouth to the door, & 
hollurd out : " Arteemass !" three or four times. 

There was know ansur. Then 1 tride the door, but 
it was fassend insighed. ' 

. Whilst I was singing out the name of arteemass a 
constable come along & ketched holt of my arm. 

" Come along o' me !" sez he. 

" Whet's the matter ?" sez I. 

" You'll find out soon enuff," sez he. 

So he dragged me along the street, up into a stone 
bilding in Court Street, & shet me up in a dark sullar. 
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I was desput feared thet I had been kommitting some 
dredful crime without knowing it. 

Onto the nekst morning, I was took up some stone 
steps Into a big room (fe put onto a little stajing which 
they said it was a pullice court. 

The dark of- the court opend hiz bloo eyes <fe stared 
at me as ef he would look me throo, & the juge lookt 
at me over hiz spectacles as ef I ode him something. 

Then the dark arsked me my name, <fe I tolled him 
what it air. He rit it down, & then he got up & red 
'off a paper, 4;hat Betsey Jane Ward had " with malice 
aforethought, & being insuggated by the devil, alarmed 
the good peple of Boston, ^ endanjurd the publick 
morals, in the nite, by loud outcries, exclamations, yell ' 
ings, threatenings, cursing, swearing, & with form of. 
arms, b^geons, swords, pistols, rifles, parrot guns, & 
torpedoze, broken the publick piece, two the grate 
terror of the inhabitants of sed sitty, & setting an evil 
example two awl pursons in like manner offending." 

Thet's about awl I can remember of it. Then the 
dark sez : 

" Betsey Jane Ward, whet do you say to the indite- 
ment — air yu gilty or not gilty ?" 

" Not gilty of nothing at awl, in coarse," sez I. " 1 
mist arteemass 4^ suspicioned that he'd got into the 
Fine Art Wagging, A? I jist went 2 the door <fe called 
arteemass when the constable " 
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« Stop— stop," sez th« judge; ^'we don't want 2 
heer awl that." 

Then he tells the of&^ur 2 take the witoess stand. 

The constable held ap his right hand whilst the dark 
of the court swored him to tell the tmth. Then he 
vent on to tell of my making a grate racket into the 
Bite. 

Then the jage, lie seK 2 me : ^ Prisoner, this aii; a 
rery serious kmn plaint agin ju, & it's time thet some- 
body was maid an eggzamp^e on, for the morals of this 
sitty air in great danjur from sieh onprineipled pursons 
wandering around into the nite without iay purleetion." 

Then my dandur riz, h sez 1 : "It 'pears 2 me that 
h{ yu air so Kauch komsamd about the morals of the 
sitty, yu'd better look 2 that Fine Art Wagging ^ 

Then a constable put hiz hand oitto my arm & ^;upt 
me, & he come closet up A whisperd into my ear. Sez 
he: 

'^ Don't say nothing about the fine Art Waggii^; 
we' no awl about that establi^ment, but we dassent 
make an attack onto it for fear of offending the Free 
Lovers which air very strong into these parts." 

Then sez the judge : " Ef yu've got iny witnesses 
bring um fbrrid ; ef not, lissen 2 yure sentenz." 

I lookt around the court & seen nobpdy there I node, 
& was 4umb-founded at fust, till the door opened dp 
arteemass come in. 
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" ArteenUwaP hollurd I; "air tbet yul See what 
sittovation the wife of yure boozim hev got into." 

Then arteemass ^i^ent^p & lipoke to the dark of the 
eourt^ k he spoke 2 the juge. 

Arfture they had tawkt toggethur awile, the juge ses : 

" Let her give bonds of two thousand dolltirs 2 keep 
the piece herearfture." 

Arteemasss went out 2 look for a bondsman, but he 
couldn't find nobody two give bonds till he tolled um I 
belonged to the Wimmin's Rites, & then 3 old mades 
aggreed 2 stand sequrity for me. 

As soon as 1 got out of court, I arsked arteemass^ 
whare he was onto the nite that I was took up for.cawl- 
ing him. He sed he was up in CJornhill tawking with 
a sperrit-mejum hoo wanted an engajement, to perform 
into the tent, & he liked to hire him, but when the 
mejum beam the wax figgur of G. Washington was 
thare, he broke orf the bargain & wouldn't purform 
into a tent whare G. Washington was, as he was a 
slaveholder. 

When we got back 2 the tent, arteemass begun for 
two pack up. 

" What air you doing on, arteemass ?" sez I, 

"Fm going to cut out," sez he; "it's time to 
travel." 

" Whet upon urth doo you mean t" sez I ; " we hev 
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but jist^ put up our tent, & now you tawk of cutting 
out?" 

" Betsey Jane," sez he, in a solium voyce ; " I'm 
going in sarch of hooman beings, falluble critturs like 
ourselves : these yere into Boston air superior 2- hoo- 
man natur. They air 2 perfect for you <& me, & it's a 
kind o' sackeriledge for us 2 introod into this holy 
place. Betsey Jane, let us make ourselves skurce. 
This air a place whare cullud pursons air awl gentle- 
men, & white ones air awl saints. It air know place 
for us."' 

We cut out 
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THE WIT OF BETSEY JANE. 

I WAS sitting into the door of our tent, 1 arfturenoon, . 
tapping a pare of shuze, which they had got wore throo 
onto the soul. 

A woman that lived into the nabourhood hoo was 
awful stuck up bekaws hur husband was postmarster, Ss 
hooze knows was red on akkownt, as they sed, of hur 
being 2 fond of likker, come along that way, & turned 
up hur red knows at me as she parsed. 

** I think," sez she, " that ef I was arteemass Ward, 
I'd find some better bizniss for my wife than tapping 
old shuze." 

" Hity tity ! Law suz-a-daisy T* sez I ; " Td ruther 
be tapping old shuze than 2 be tapping a whiskey 
barrel." 

She skooted. 

She tolled some of the naburs that she would hev 
gin me a blowing up ef I had been hur ekal in social 
puzzition. I scent hur word thet T spent most of my 
time in the compinny of G. Washington, db arsked hur 
ef she could go hire'n that. 
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CONFIRMATION STRONG. 

Arteemass Ward, the jentlemeQ hop has took me 
2 hiz tender boozim^ air 1 of the most modest men into 
the world. , 

He publishes % awl mankind hiz grate sbo, but be 
hev knot tolled mankind, (which it inkloods consequen* 
tiallj^ womankind^) whet bev been said about the grate 
exibition by the editerial corpse awl over this land of 
freedom, inkluding Baldin^ille. 

It's more komksewenz whet others sez than whet be 
sez hisself <S; as he hev left um out of hiz book tharQ 
air more need that I put um into mine. 

Into the fust place, was the editor of tk^ Baldinsville 
Bugle, which he sez, 2 whit : . 

. I 

" Once more we feel it our pleasant duty to point the 
attention of an enlightened public, and the enlightened, 
loyal, and talented inhabitants of Baldinsville in particu- 
lar, to the great exhibition of illustrious characters done 
in wax — the production of that industrious animal, the 
bee — and the astonishing wild beasts, particularly the 
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kangaroo, who alone Ja wonh.tmt times the price of ail- 
mission, which has been before the public several yearci, 
and drawn Ibrth plaudits whicb oould have been exceed- 
ed only when Noah made a general muster of all the 
animals prior to their entrance into the ark ; while, the 
amount of moral good done the community, and the 
world of mankind, is incaloulable save by the aid of a 
Newton or a Liaplace, accustomed as those great 
philosophers were to those stupendous estimates that 
surpass the limited powers of ordinary men. 

^* Let us take, for example, Uie wax figure of 6. 
Washington, dressed, as we are assured, in the same 
clothes that the original wore when, he received the 
homage of Lord Cornwallis* What youth, what man 
of middle age, what octogenarian even, fixing his eyes 
upon that figure, could fail to feel the sublimest emo* 
tions of patriotism swell his bursting heart I We oer- 
tainly believe that had this one figure been exhibited at 
the South in I860, there would have be^i no rebellion. 

^ Then, the figure of the pirate Gibbs, with the iden- 
tical rope around his neck with which he was hung, 
must aflfbrd such a warning to the youth of our country 
as shall ever after ke^p them in the path of virtue, and 
render them obedient to the slightest wish of their be^ 
loved parents. It will also speak trumpet-tongued to 
the parents themselves : ' Train up a child in the way^ 
9* 
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he should go^ and whei^ iie is ol4 he will not depart 
from it.' 

^ The Kangaroo^ fierce and malignant^ also affords a 
striking example to young persons, who, witnessing his 
evil dispositions, will contrast them with the Christian 
character of the exhibitor himself and his amiable -wife, 
with whom we have the honor of being on terms of the 
closest intimacy. 

^But time would fail us were we to set forth 
one half the advantages that will accrue to persons 
visiting this great emporium of Nature and of Art. 
To the natundist, the philosopher, the divine, the 
student, the lawyer, the merchant, the mechanic, the 
student of divinit7,~and all the learned professions in 
fact, an hour spent at this great exhibition will be 
invaluable, and may affect their destiny not only in 
time but in eternity. Solemn thought !" 

Awl thet butiful peace was rit for the Bugle, di^ 
arteemass bawt up 25 of the papers which they had 
it into um, & scent 1 two the President, 1 two the 
governor, 1 two the sekerterry of state, & the rest two 
awl the biggest people he could think on. The editor 
of the Bugle, hoo was promist a seizing ticket 2 the sho 
ef he would rite something nice, sent his boy for the 
ticket as soon as the Bugle come out with it in, & 
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arteemasdi sent him a lotk of hare from the head of the 
wax figgur of G, Washington besides the ticket. 
The followering is from the Iron Cit^ Spy — % whit : 
" Ml*. Arteemass Ward, the distinguished naturalist 
and gavant, is too well known is this vicinity, and to 
all persons of delicacy and refined taste, to need any 
iDtroduction by us. Our pen is incompetent to set 
forth his virtues. *The proper study of mankind is 
man,' and no one can study the character of that gentle- 
man without rising to superior heights in his knowledge 
of human capabilities, and the sublime nature of mod 
em ethics; while his wife is the principal glory of her 
sex. That such a man should have produced an ex- 
hibition which astonishes the world, was naturally to be 
expected. We would say more, but we have just visit- 
ed the tent, and our feelings overpower us. 

" Any person in the Iron City who fails to visit this 
great show, must be disloyal at heai^t, and should be 
treated accordingly." 

Thet air pretty good, J take it. I don't see how he 
conld hev said much more, & arteemass 4ez he likes it 
kwite as well as the long 1, for it comes immejutly 2 
the pint, A; gives the idee which it air the way it strikes 
everybody that visits the sho. 

The Scipioville Naturalist prints the followering — 2 
whit : 
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<< We have just ooine from wituofudng' the e:dubitioit 
of our friend Ward, which has been opened to the puV 
lic since Thursday last. It is without exeeptioa thrf 
best collection of animals and statuary ever exKbited 
in this country. The great Bamum must guard well 
his laurels. The profound satisfaction which we have 
derived from a cursory view of Mr. Ward's tasty and 
elegant assortment of wonders will never h% ef&ced 
fi'om our memory." 

I hev put in the above, notiss jist 2 sho the reeder 
what lyres some men air. Arfture he had rit thia 
peace, he come to the tent with a duzzin ladys Ss 5 
small children, (fe wanted we should give urn a free 
parse as Ipng as we remayned into ScipiovUIe. 

Arteeinass tolled him they mite awl go in onct, k he 
thawt t^t was enufi^ as he hisself had a free parse 2 go "* 
in alius as long as he lived. 

But the edditor cullud up as ef somebody had spi^ 
into hiz face, & he went orf without sayne a word, tho 
the ladys was very much disappinted & the children 
oride as ef their little harts would bust. Then I wen^ 
& brawtthe children bao^, ^ their mothers oome wiUi 
um, & I let um go into the sho (fe stay as long as they 
pleezd. They was awl tickled haff 2 death. 

When the nekst Naturali$t come out, it oontaynd 
the followering — % whit : 
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^ Not wbhing to trouble our readers about an affair 
which is really too fosignificaDt for the notice of a re« 
speotable journalist, we are bound, in justice and from 
our stern regard to truth, to correct some expressions 
, which appeared in our last issue, in regard to a most' 
eoctemptible and demoralizing catch^penny affair, 
brought into this highly moral and enlightened village 
by a strolling ragabond calling himself Arteemass 
Ward, whose only daim to respect is the piece of 
American flag whidi is disgraced by flying over the 
door of his ragged and greasy tent. A woman whom 
he calls his wife tries to elicit the symp'athy, or rather 
pity, of the public by fondling, a pair of twins, who do 
not bear the least resemblance to their reputed father, 
though they are ugly enough to have been sired by the 
devil himself. 

"Pity for the starveling brats, and their wretched 
caretakers, induced us to speak all too favorably of the 
show in our last issue. We now proceed to make the 
amende honorable to our' highly respected patrons by 
stating the truth. We don't want to injure even the 
unworthy, but, painful as it may be to our own feelings, 
our sense of right, our invincible attachment to great 
moral ideas, and a conscientious regard to the welfare 
of the whole public and of the people of this county in 
a peculiar manner — ^for,vas the poet says : * a wounded 
conseienoe who can bear V these high considerations, we 
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say, will not permit us to weigh the insignifioant 
interests of a few strolling mendiocnts against those of 
this enlightened community & the whole world of man- 
kind. We plant our foot upon the rock of eternal 
right, and the cloud and the beam - which led Israel 
through the wilderness is our infallible guide. We 
cannot err with such a leader. 

'^ We would say, then, of this show, that the 6gure 
of G. Washington resembles him as much as we 
resemble HerculeS| but it m a very good likeness of the 
man who was hauled up before Squire Dairs, the other 
day, for robbing a henroost. The only difference is in 
the wardrobe — that of the hen- thief being in far better 
condition than the bundle of old rags which insult the 
father of his country. 

''The animals are half-starved, and we did not see 
one of them who appeared iu a state of healUi; proba- 
bly the one half of them will not live a month. But 
the chief objection which we have to the place is its 
want of cleanliness, which most exercise a very delete- 
rious effect upon the public health. If the exhibition 
is not removed within the week, we will not answer for 
the consequences. 

" On coming home from the show of this man Ward, 
we took a large dose of Epson Salts, which, through 
the mercy of a kind Providence, has thus far preserved 
us from any serious illness, though certain indescribable 
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feelings admoDish us of the great risk which we have 
ruu, and the dungers that we have escaped, by a timely 
appeal to the medicine chest. 

*'But we are not yet done. From intelligence 
received through a source which we are not permitted 
to mention, we have every reason to believe that this 
man Ward is a rebel emissary-r-a spy in fact, who is 
actively engaged in striking at the life of the nation ! 

" To pull down his tent and destroy all that it con- 
tains, would be a slight punishment* for his offences if 
our informant is correct, and we havcno reason to 
doubt that he is a man of undoubted veracity. But it 
is not for us to counsel a breach of the peace. Although 
even if the man was hung up to the first tree, it could 
only be regarded as an evideiTce of ardent loyalty and 
patriotism in those who thus defied the law*, yet we 
trust we are too well known \ti this community to be 
accused of inciting the people to a popular disturbance 
even in so just a cause." 

This air the weigh thet the meen skunk rit about us 
& our grate moral exhibition ; <k ef we hadn't cut out 
from thet villidge, we should hev been .confisticated 
without no dowt. 

But It happen t very fortinctly thet the brother 2 one 
of the children thet I let into the sho, was employed 
into the offiss of the Naturalisty <k he seed the peace 



Digitized by 



Google 



208 BETSEY JANE WABD 

whilst thej were setting it up. He went home & 
tolled his mother, ds she put on hur bunnit & shawl & 
run down to the tent <k tolled arteemass. 

We paokt up k left that very nite, & it was well we 
did, as we hearn ai^u rewards thet a grate mob, with 
pitchforks, ie sithes, ip pistols, ip shot-guns, was onto 
the spot whare our tent had been standing, urly on the 
nekst morning. 
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MATERNAL COUNSEL. 

Mr dawter, Sarah Ann, has gol a lituary disposition, 
is is ver J like me in thet respect, only a little more so ; 
she^s a chip of the old block, <fe reads most butiful, & 
have a romantic turn like me, for I was alius fond of 
solitude when I was young, & gay dresses, Ss rings, <fe 
jewellery, & going two bawls ; besides awl thet, she 
sings in the same way as I ucetur, swinging herself in 
the rocking chair <k laying her head back, though I don't 
wonder at those last, for there's so much into it that I 
spose it tires her two hold it up. 

Sarah Ann air my favoryte dawter, & therefore I hev 
took more keer two instruct her in the way she should 
go than iny of the rest. 

Says I two her, the other day — it was jist 3 months 
from her last birth*day, when she was 16 — says I two 
Sarah Ann, as she was combing hur hare be4 the glarse 
sez I two hur : " Now, Sarah Ann, you no thet I am 
yure loving mother ^ 

*' Guess so,** sez she ; " hearn it often enufl^must b« 
so, I spose.** 

"You air right," continued I, into the same tone of 
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efTeckshun ; " I am yure beloved parient, more experi 
enced, & older than yourself ^ 

" Thet part's troo, inyhow," sez she. 

" Now, Sarah Ann, doo you heer me, my daw^^rf 

"Spit it out, mother; I hevn't got the ears of a 
Jackass, but sich as they air, they are at your sarvice." 

" So I kornclude," continued I ; " & now, my dawter, 
comfort «l!; consolur of my declining years, it is your 
own deer mother thet addresses her discourse two 
you." 

Then she slyng hur hare onto her head, chopt in the 
comb, & soddown into the wrocking cheer with her 
hands folded into her lap« 

" Lissen two me, Sarah Ann, it air for your own good 
thet your venerabul parient air specking two you in a 
individooal manner, this aflurenoon." 

" Go ahead, old boss." 

" Now, Sarah Ann, you know thet you hev arrived 
at an age ^" 

Then I stopt two giv hur time two refleck onto whet 
I had sed. She put a slate pencil in her mouth <fe 
begun two chaw onto it. 

" Now, Sarah Ann," continued I; " ef you alius take 
the advice of your beloved parient, you will succeed 
well into the world, & a blesson will attend your labors 
which it is ritten that hiz days shall be long into the 
land." 
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Then I gave her a purcing gaze two impress onto hqr 
mind those advice be4 1 had gone iny further. 

"You aint going for two tell me- two giv up my 
draw'ns, I hppe," sez she. 

Then I held up my hand, <fc lade the parm of it 
gently onto hur apun, as I sed : 

" Don't go for two think, thet inything your parients 
shall say can possibly be into the rong, but only for 
youf own good, my dawter. As for your draw'ns, your 
paints, your kammil brushes, your injy ink, your 
pencils, & your cranes, them air awl the vannity of the 
young ; as Hamlick's unkle says, they air fethers stuck 
into the caps of a youth. When you grow older, you 
will be more experienced, & more varchuus of coarse, 
like your beloved mother. But, I am not a going two 
purscribe your draw'ns which Mr. Flatterwell, the 
artist, sez shoze grate tallons into you. It would be 
very stranje ef a dawter of mine diddend hav tallons. 
Indeed it would ; k you espeshually, which you^^air sed 
two be the very pickter of thet beloved parient boo air 
now addressin you. Yes, dawter, on akkownt of the 
grate resumblunz betwixt us, it would be enermost 
blasphemia two say that you haddend got tallons into 
your drawn's. Ah!" continued I, breething a hevvy 
sithe two sho my affeckshun tords my dawter ; " I can 
remember when I was of your age ; then, I was young 
k foolish, is 80 ropantic into my mind. I went to awl 
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tJie oorn-huslf ingSy the peach partys, the hanging-bees, is 
et more 'lection cake than iny gurl of m j heft into the 
viUidge." 

" And was you gallus on picturs, mother 1" 

" Oh ! I was sweet enuff on the fine art," sez I, with 
a expressif wink of my eye ; " tho, for draw'ns, I nerer 
was so great on them as I was on sampling, which I got 
mad With arteemass 1 day, & like to broke orf the 
match, bekaws when I had made a house on ray^am* 
plar & he seen it, he thawt it was a cow, ^ took the 2 
ehimblies of the house for the cow's horns. But 
arteemass was never much on intellectooals, J^ he's 
nothin bat a poor or6n when he's lefl two bisself." 

'^I guess you never had much taste about draw'ns,. 
mother." \ 

" Never mind that, dawter ; I had other things onto 
my mind, getting supper for the men fokes, darning 
storkings, ^ churning butter, which I could make it 
come quicker than the hired help« But, no dowt, I had 
the tallons into me, ef I had oa\y gove up my mind too 
it ; thet was awl that was wanted." 

" Yes, mother, ef you'd had a turn for it, no dowt," 
sez she. 

*' And now, my dawter, you air of an age, as I sed 
be4." 

" Oh ! yes, mother, very much of an age," aez she* 

** L'm glad you air censible of it," sez I ; " & -now^ 
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into the flour of your yourfi, wbea jonr feeliiikfi are 
tender iik» the bloasomlng rose, Ar your sperrito t^fe 
lighty like the parfame of a saieliing^totde, ia the time 
to impress upon yom* mind the preeseps tbet air two 
gide you into the abyss of youth if; the ways of pleas- 
Mitaess." , 

" Well, what shall I do?" sez Sarah Aaii. 

" A grate minny things," sez I ; " you can't be two 
keerful, a young gurl of your age. You air verry fort- 
night in heving a mother that nose how to bring you 
up into the rite path, for man air prone to evil & tne 
sparks flies upwards. You must hev an eye on them 
sparks. It's a warning two you, my dawter — it's a 
warning two you, my dawter, two hev an eye onto 
theni sparks." 

" I hev an eye onto um during the whole sarvice 
Vhenever I go to meeting," sez she ; "& I hev an eye 
onto um whenever I meet iny of um, espesliuUy ef they 
hev a pare of shining black whiskers. Father thought 
I had too much two say two am, espeshully them thet 
goes about with their brushes <k palettes taking like- 
nesses." 

" My dawter, it's ondutiful of you two throw artee- 
mass into my face," sez I ; * let arteemass take keer of 
hiz kangaroo & hiz wax figgurs. "Every! two hiz 
trade' air a good maximum. Arteemass hev not the ^ 
VippaSsity which Providence hev gove to jihe wife of his 
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boozim, which the feemail mind is adapted to give good 
advice to others, is then thej will never go rong. At- 
tend two me, my dawter, is never disturb the reveeries 
of your fiither hoo hev hiz own dooty, is kneads my 
advice as much as you doo. Now, go, my dawter, ic 
let my instructions sink deep into your mind, now into 
the days of thy youth.^ 
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THE THUNDER STORM. 

The wonders of nachuie air wcfllclerful two look at, 
espeshally when it thunders h litenerings. Then the 
hole hevings precents the specktacles of a war of the 
elements. The trees roars like a lyon going about 
seeking hoo he may devour, the pigs squeels like it was 
killing time, the river splashes like soap suds h there 
air a terrible run on the banks, then the hevings awl of 
a lite blase seems like they would split in sunder, & the 
rheum air so lit up with the flash that there air know 
use for the candle as long as it lasts, which it isn't a 
grate while at onct. 

We lived, 1 seizing, into a big house up kuntry, 
when there come on sich a thunder storm as never was 
scene by the oldest inhabitant, hoose sands of life air 
nearly run out. 

There were a litening rod onto the house at 1 eend, 
h it run up the side of the chimbly. 

It kept thundering <k thundering, till at larst a klap 
come with sich voylence thet it shuk the hole house, <fe 
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woke up the twins, who sqwawked rite out as ef some- 
body had hit um onto the head with a hammer. 

Arteemass thawt we would be more safet down 
Bullar, but I motioned that there were sjder there on 
tap, or something' stronger, which it infloounced his 
jugment. 

I telled him the litening rod was the grate presarver, 
& the nearer we got 2 thet the more safet we should 

Arteemass sed he dlddetid thinlc so. 

I node it was know use 2 argufy with him, as he 
was never grate into the intellectooals, else I would 
maid a caparison. The litening air Tike a fort in a 
injun kuntry; the nearer you * can git 2^ the fort, the 
safeter you air ifrom the injuns. 

I tolled arteemass ef I could git 2 the top of the 
house, & put my arms around the litening rod, I should 
feel parfectly safet. 

He shook hiz hed, which it was, of coarse, bekaws 
their air nothing itito it. I sed no more, for I found 
out, long aggo, that it air of know use 2 argufy with a 
man like him, which hl2 genuis lays in kangaroos is 
wax figgurs. 
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THE ALBUM. 

My dawters took a grate fmoj to git holt of some 
square books, with ^guilt kivvers, that they called 
ailbums, I never could see iny use into it, tho artee- 
mass brawt home 1 of urn 1 day <fe gove it 2 our 
oldest dawten 

Now, I'm » very pertiklar what sort of books my 
dawters redes, as I hev the keer of their eddycation ^ 
presarVe their morruls. 

Therefore, as -soon as arteemas was gone out sez I 2 
the gurl : " Giv me thet book for 2 nite, <fc you shall 
hev it agin into the morning, ef it's awl rite." 

So, she giv me the book,d? I put it away tile she was 
gone 2 bed. 

Soon arflurwards, the Presidentess of our sosiety 
called in 2 see me about a noo member^ which she 
,Wanted 2 jine the sosiety, but some objected 2 bur as it 
was sed she was knot scmnd in the faith, and sometimes 
let hur huzband hev the last word. « 

I told the Presidentess thet I was glad she was come, 

as arteemass had brawt a book home 2 one of the 

gorls, ^ I would like two hear hur opinion onto it as I 
10 
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was very pjurtiklar that nothing of the kind should go 
into their hands till I had examined it 2 see ef it 
was a proppur book for the fare seek 2 rede. 

The Presidentess sed I was rite ip she agreed 2 stay 
till the gurls had gone 2 bed, di then we would look 
over it together. 

As soon as the children were out of the way, I took 
out the book & handed it 2 the Presidentess is arsked 
hur opinion of it. ^ 

She opened the book, and kept tumhig over the 
leaves without stopping to rede inything that was into 
It. At larst I sez : " What do you think of the book?" 

She reached it back two me, k I opened it, is 
couldn't find nothing into it but white paper Ss two 
small picturs. 

Arteemass cotch a few that nite, for making a fool of 
his dawters and the wife of his boozim by bringing 
home a book that had know reding into it. 

Ef it haddur been april fool day, I wouldn't her sed 
a word. 
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THE AFFECTIONATE COUPLE. 

Tb« weather hev been very duburous for a foo day* 
parst. Sometime it reigned, then it snow, then it fruz, 
then it thaud, & ardure thet it did nothing at all very 
kewrius, but there's no accounting for tastes. 

Whilst it was reigning, I had a blessed visit from Mr. 
Cephas Shawboom & biz wife hoo is a lady of grate 
parts every way, & in hur size 2, for she ways 300 
pounds. They sed they come out 2 try their noo um- 
berrellar. It air a bloo one, <fc hev rail walebone sticks 
6c sich a spread 2 it thet they can both bee as komfort- 
able as pee soop under it. 

When I seed um come into the house I sez : " Now 
m put down a chprk mark on the chimbly back for 
sarting, you air like an anglers visit fbo & fur between." 

Arfture Mrs. Shawboom & we had kist e^^eh other, 
& arteema^ bad deared out, Mrs. Shawlx. m tolled 
me awl hur tmbbles. She 6s hur husbamd s r the most 
effeckshunate kupple that was ever sccino but Mrs. 
Shawboom tells me that they hev awful bai/ nabors. 

I WouldnH beleeve it ef she hadn't toUed me, but she' 
sez that when she was reproving hur husband for speek- 
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ing to the landlord's dawter, is looking at hur as.^ he 
admired hur, the fokes hoo live into the house at the 
other eend of the lane happent 2 heer hur, & thej went 
around the villidge telling every word that she bad sed 
2 hur husband ; &, another time, when she was express- 
in hur yarchus indignashun bekaws Sam Purkinses 
dawter lookt at Bill Wharton awl throo the sarmont^ a 
woman, hoo was into the compinny, had the imperdence 
2 tell hur it was none of hur bizness hoo the gal lookt 
at. • 

But Mrs. Shamboom sez she air willing 2 be a mar- 
ture in the kaws of varchoo. 

Awl the time Mrs. Shawboom were tawkin', hur 
husband hev his eyes fixt onto hur face with sich admu- 
rashun which it were a lesson for arteemass, hoo don't 
no what a prize he hev got into the wife of his boozim, 
like what Mr. Shawboom nose the vally of the woman 
kind hoo he has took 2 his hart. 

When arteemass come in two his vittles, which we 
had pork &; beens that day, he & Mrs. Shawboom had 
a little discourse about pollyteeks, & Mrs. Shawboom 
tolled him she thawt that there aught 2 be two kings 
into this kuntry, one of um a man is the tother one a 
woman. 

Then arteemass sed that ef there was 2 kings, the 
kuntry wood be dividl^d agin itself, as nobody could 
deside betwixt the man king is the woman king. Then 
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Mrs. Shawboom lifted hur hand & brawt it down with 
a whack onto the cheer thet made the cat jainp through 
the winder sash, as she sed : ^' Yes, sir, Ihere wood be 
somebody to deside, for the woman king wood deside, 
is the man king wood hey 2 give in when she put hur 
foot down." 

I never heered inything so grand as hur tawk, is then 
hur husband turned 2 arteemass is sed he : *' Ho ! ho ! 
Friend Ward, I think you find your match when you 
undertake 2 argufy with my wife. She can't be beet. 
The square air nothing 2 hur ; she'll out-tawk him two 
to one, is you can't heer his voyce at awl when my 
Ruth gets hur dander up. She's grate into an argy- 
inent, my wife." 

" That's troo, every word of it," sez I, is then I lookt 
around 2 see ef the cat had come back, but ^he was no 
w hares 2 be scene. The poor crechure was skart out 
of hur 7 census, is the twins hung onto my gownd be- 
hind so that I was ashamed of um. 

But arteemasss had got enuff, and went orf 2 his 
kangaroo is wax figgurs. Mr. Shawboom turned 2 
me is winked when arteemass shut the door arfture 
him. Then he arsked his wife 2 tell that story about 
her turning the skoolmarster out of the skool house. 
But Mrs. Shawboom turned 2 her huzband, is sez she : 
" Hold your tung, Cephas, is don't brake in when I'm a 
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tawking, or you may get Bometfaing 7011 ean't digest as 
easy as a muttoii chop. 

Then her huzband fdiet up rite or^ ^ didn't open his 
}ip8 agin. He obade her like & little dog. It was 
butifttl. They air sartaioly the most ^ffeekshunate 
kupple thet lever scene, ^ I wish thet my arteemass 
wood take patron arftur nm. 

So, Mrs. Shawboom tolled me awl about the nabors, 
and espeshully abont^ Sally Lyons that went orf to the 
bawl with Josiah Leverings without arsking hur 
m«)ther'8 leaf. 

Then they both left, Mr. Shawboom carrying the 
umberrellar &; walking behind his wife. Sich an efieck- 
shunate kupple !" 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUB BOOK OF O0AS[S. 328 



VIEWS OF TRAVEL. 

SoMBTiMBS arteemass seems 2 get'Btranje notions into 
h\z head. He hev been tawking, a serious of times, 
about going a broad Sc seeing the world. He sez thet 
L6ndon is a monstrus sitty, & thet iny 1 dyes a fool ef 
he heV never scene London. Then, agin, he tawlcs 
about going to France <fc seeing Lewee Nappolyon & 
telling him about his kangaroo & wax figgurs. Other 
times he wants 2 see the grate Democrat of Russia, & 
then he sez he's bound to see Chiny before he dyes, & 
Jippan, & Afrikky, & awl them places. 

The square tells him he'd better see the remote parts 
of his own kuntry be4 he sets out a wool-gathering 
amonst the crowned heads of Europe. But I tell him 
he shan't doo nyther the 1 gnaw the other. When he 
gets out into them furrin kuntries, he'll be like a poor 
orfin, for he's nothing without my advice is acistunz. 

Arteemass will never leaf these parts without I go 
with him. 

Arteemass sez he wants 2 be like fearless Osgood 
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that went off 2 kaluforny, <k Mister Columbia that dis- 
kivvered Ameriky, <fe Joha 0. Freemouut that went up 
into the mounting like Moses, & Sir Walter Riley that 
invented Virginny, is Capting Jeemes Cook that dub- 
bled Cape Horn. But I'll dubble his horns for him, ef 

1 ketch him into going orf & leaving the wife of hiz 
boozim 2 sithe in dreary lonesomness, & watch the 
moon go down, &; me nussin a pair of twins this bless- 
ed minnit. 

It's rarely eeldoni that these he creturs nose when 
they air well orf, & when a man is blessed with sitch a 
wife as arteemass is, it's a sort of blasphemia for him 

2 tawk of going orf & leaving the same. ^ 
I shan't he^r 2 it ! 
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SHOCKING ACCIDENT. 

It was of a fine April day when my cow was shot. 
The diseased was jist eleving yeers of age when it de- 
parted this life from a gun-shot wound, that was. fired 
onto the premises of my abode. 

Arteemass & me was cutting orf turnip-tops into the 
back kitchen when we hearn a gun go orf. It seemed 2 
be clost by tlie house^ and we both run out, & seen a 
little white smoke a moving away down the field that 
had come out of the gun^ but there was nobody in 
site. 

Then the nabors conie running 2 us, & sed : " LooS 
a hear !" So we looked a there, & seen our cow hoo 
was laying onto the ground ^ jist breething hur larst. 

I arsked hoo bed done that, & everybody sed he 
diddend no. Then me &; arteemass & awl the rest be- 
gin 2 search about the place. We lookt behind the 
currant bushes &; we seen nothing there. Then we 
went down to the brook where we scene nothing but a * 
big bull-frog that stuck up his green head & hoUurd 
" Com4ng ! com-ing P' But nobody come. 

At larst two of the nabors sarched a dry ditch awl 
10« 
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kivverd over with bramble bushes, &i there they found 
a felure squatted down clost two the ground with a 
gun laying be4 him behind a clump of urth. 

They cotch him by the choler of hiz kote & pulled 
him out of the plaoe & hollurd 2 arteemass & me. 
When we come up to the place where they held him, he 
lookt as white as a sheet. 

" Hear he is,** sez Joha JFuUer 5 " hear is the. rascal 
that shot your cow." 

" Yes," sez I, giving the wretch a purcing' glance ; 
" k it's a wonder it haddend been the horse, or artee- 
m^s, or one of the witness, or me that he shot." 

#Well, sed Polly Heartwell, who milks for the 
square; "you see now, likes as not, the man's onest 
arfture awl, A diddend intend to doo the cow." 

" Why, yes, madam," sed the felure, fumbling with 
the lock of his gun ; " you see I'm hear. I diddend 
run away." 

" No, you sarpint !" sed I ; " you diddend run away 
bekaws you haddend time, but you played possum 
down into the bramble bushes. You must hev had a 
fine time of it, stuck down there into the mud amongst 
the lizzuds, & snakes, k awl the other quadrupids that 
infestes the bushy ground." 

" Now the man's hear, perhaps he intends two pay 
for the cow," sez Jeemes Valentine ; " the man looks 
onest eiiuff." 
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And sa he did ef trimbling like a leave air iny sign 
of onesty. 

"liow upon uttK did yoii contrive 2 shute my cow," 
sez I ; " leastwise you did it a-proppus ?" 

"In Coarse, I didn't doo it a-proppus," sez he) "it 
were ontirely a aksident.'' 

" How could you do<> it by aksident ?" sez I. 

^ Why, madam," sez he ; " your cow wam't no- wise 
diffikilt 2 hit, lis she's a pritty big mark.** 

"Oh! yoa keerless booby!" sez I; "You aught* to 
be well troiineed for thid." 

" fve got as good relashuns as inybody into Baldins- 
vill,'' sez he ; " there's Mr.^ Byrd was my uncle,^ & 
there's ^" 

"Ifoiir relashund doti't doo me know good," sez I, 
" What I want air the pay for my cow, <fe you don't leaf 
the? sp6t till t get the Worth of the animile in good cur- 
rant munliy." 

" Oh ! the man's onest — you can see thet," dez one. 

*' Yes; the man's onest," sez atiother, 

* What's his onesty to me? Will thet pay me for 
my (^w i^ (Eiez I. 

" My telaydhuns air as good as them that blows me 
up," set the felure. 

*^ Yes, the man's oikest," sez a nigger wench, looking 
at him as ef she'd node him from a infant. 

"^Then itfs time I seen the kallur of his munny," sez 
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I ; " ef the man's onest why don't he pay me for my 
cow." 

"You see I didn't try to run away," sez he; "as 
that lady sez, I stayed about hear onto the ground." 

" Yes, you was onto the ground, you pesky good-for- 
-nothing tode — hid down amongst the bramble-bushes 
like snake-into-the-grass. Pay me for my cow !" 

The felure turned & twisted, <fe played with his gun 
& diddend no what 2 doo with hisself ; then I node he 
haddend got the munny, &; that maid me madder than 
ever, & jist as I was about two split onto him wuss 
tha^ ever, John Boyle, the big butcher, come up, ds 
offurd 3 take the cow orf my hands ef I'd say know 
more about it. 

Arteemass sed we'd better let John hev the cow, ef 
he'd send back the animii's hide. So, arflur giving the 
shuting felure a purcing glance, & tolld John 2 take the 
cow & he aggreed two pay the worth of it, is I went 
into the house. 

It seems that Mary Boyle the butcher's dawter — ^a 
bucksome, romping crittur with big black eyes — had 
took pity onto the felure that shot the cow,, is went & 
maid hur father buy the cow. The felure purseeved 
awl that, (jb Mary's black eyes went right 2 his hart so 
that he couldn't rest nite nor day till he'd popt the 
question. She snapt him rite up, ^ they was married. 

As for arteemass, as soon as he got the cow's hide. 
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he stuned it awl nice, & put it into the sho is ezibited 
the crittur as the ^Bull of Missouri. Somebody tolled 
him th?it was the name they gove 2 Tom Bentonythe 
father of our Jessie. Arteemass sed that maid know 
odds, for ef he never noo before that the Bull of Mis- 
souri was a man, very foo others wood no it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



280 BEXaOST JANS VAId» 



A WANDERING MINSTREL, 

Whxn we were ezibiting down into Massychoosetaii 
at a place called Grafton, we had an old n^n come by 
the tent in gray close that was ragged & a hat reddy 2 
drop 2 pieces. 

He was old, & he wawkt with a long cain crooked at 
the top, he stooped over, is the shape of his back was 
like the top of a hoop, his hare was long & gray, & his 
cheeks were rinkled like a pare of belluses ; his head 
trimbled as ef it was loose onto his shoiders, & might 
drop orf some day. 

There was a spring neer our tent onto the oppuzzit 
side of the rode ; he went over 2 the spring, he pulled 
a big shell out of his cote pocket, & bent over the 
spring & ladled up his shell full of water <S?- drank it. 
Then he hawld an old cotton hankercher out of his hat 
& wipt his mouth, & sot down onto the long green 
grass & fecht a hevvy si the. 

He turned his face tords the tent ; he seen me look- 
ing at him, he turned away his eyes & lookt down. So 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUB BOOK OF 60AKS. 281 

I pttrseevd. that he diddent want 2 be l€K)kt at, he had- 
dent know ambiUcm to be '^ the obearved of all obsar- 
vurs." 

So I lookt at him from behind the canvass, throo a 
hole, & sawn him take out a crust of bread & soflen it 
in the water, & then he began to ete. He s6t there a 
long time ; it was a fine day & the sun shined out brite, 
the burds was hopping about galoriua, & they sung 
their songs as ef they were working by the job. 

* I wondurd what that old man cood be thinking about. 
Nobody keerd for him is so he keerd for nobody, were 
the idee that run into my head.' His branes must be 
awl dride a Way, his feelinks must be awl evappurrated, 
those hart must hev seized two feel, he jest lived like a 
ded tree onto the urth that produses know froot, <fe 
was know good to hisself gnaw to noboddy elce. 

But arteemass went down to the spring for some 
water two give the wild beastesses, & he spoke two the 
old man, & the fust I qode he & the old felure was 
heading for the tent, tho I thunk to myself, '^ we don't 
keep a place for the lazyrony." 

The old man aught two took orf hiz hat two me, as 
I'm 1 of the fare seek, but he only nodded hiz head. 
He sot down onto a big stone by the door of the tent, 
& arteemass got him two sing a song. He struck up 
"Brave Woolfe," how he was shot down be4 Quebeck, 
onto the Planes of Abraham be4 the sitty, but he sed 
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nothing about Lot's wife hoo must have been round, at 
that time, nor the fire and brimstone thet rained down, 
only that 

He lift up biz head where bullets ratUf 
And sez ne, bow goes the battle ! 

It don't say whether he got a telegram from home 
be4 he dide. The purtickulurs of thet histerry is verry 
luce. 

The peeple begun two grumble into England, is 
thawt Woolfe was no grate parsnips ; when he beam' of 
it, he put in awl ho noo, &, that way, he come to hiz 
death, which woodent hev happent ef he'd got a substi- 
tute & hired a niggur two- doo hiz fiting. 

He fit in Cannydee. They was Frenchmen then, is 
i kornclude that Woolfe was kilt becaws he dident 
know how too fiite in French, beving only had a Eng- 
lish eddukashun. 

When the old man had dun hiz song, arteemas gin 
him a spoonful of Noo England rum, & arsked him biz 
name. He sed hiz name was Brown, & he used to own 
a farm, but he got two speckullating into eastern lands 
Ss lost everything. Arfture that, he jined a party 
called the Town Poor, &, every ye^r, he was sold two 
somebody that was pade a sarting sum of munny for 
keeping him, 6s hoo maid up the difirunz by gitting awl 
the work out of him that he could doo ; but, lately he 
gin out, is could doo know more work ; so they took it 
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out by making him sleep in the i9faaze4iouse on straw 
k allowing him moldy bread & water for hiz meels. 

He was sold the last time for a hire price than ever, 
only the seller, & not the buyer, pade the price. 

"They tawk about this krewel war," sez the old 
man ; " <fe they say what a pitty it air that so minny 
yung men air cut orf into the prime of life; but, I toll 
ye, there's minny a poor felure thet will come out of 
this war with a hole skin hoo will live two wish that he 
had lade his bones into hiz mother urth, into his young 
days <fe the flour of his. youth. Ef they don't, they'll 
be more fortnight than the dekrippit old cretur that 
stands be4 you now." 

Then I giv the old cretur a purcing glance, & sez I : 
" Tut ! tut ! old man, you hev know rite two grumble 
at the ways of Providunce; you aught two be rezined 
to whatever happens two you, is be thankful it's know 
wusser, which it's done for some wise purpus, know 
dowt." 

"Know worse r sez he; "pray, madam, hev you a 
home of your own t" 

« Yes," sez I. 

" Wait then," sez he ; " till you've seen your home-^ 
9tead parse into the hands of stranjurs, & your children's 
graves plowed up two make room for planting a few 
more colonels of com. Wait till you make a home 
with stranjers, in your old age, hoo begrude you the 
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rerj apple^funiogs Hiet yoa eat^ if the straw cpon 
whidi you stretch your akmg bones at nite. Wait till 
you are sold like a piece ci old^carrioa in the shambles, 
thet those hoo hey bawt you tura up their noses at 
you as they take you away, children gape at^ you as 
you parse their doors, 4 the very dogs air two well fed 
twe share your diuner ; & when you dye, there will be 
joy instead of sorrow thet 1 more burden has been 
lifted from the sholdurs of the wealthy. Wait till you 
see those days, madam ; wait till you air 1 of the Town 
Poor, Ss then come two me ds tawk of rezignashun, & 
grumbling at the will of Frovidunz, is TU listen 2 you 
with all my hart, for you will be a mirrikle then." 

I do hate to see 4 dissatisfide person, & seeing that 
sich was his voo of tbingSi I sed no more two him» 
that he might take the faint ds out out as quick as poss- 
ible. 

So he kind o' wiped 1^ ey6s with bus sleeve, & turned 
orf. Jist as he got as far as the komur of the tent, 
our dog Jew^ gove a jump at him & bit a piece citxt of 
hiz leg. V 

I called Jewel back & arsked him if h^ wam't 
ashamed two bite a tnan that was older than hisself. 

" Never mind,** aed the old man ; " don't blame your 
dog. Madam; he knows it's nobody but the town 
poor." 

Then the oldfelure travelled orf, for he'd got a good 
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wayd to go be4 he got home. I was glad to heer he 
didn't live iu Graflon, for I was shure the fokes that 
had the finding of hiz vittles tK)uldQ't afford two coma 
is see the wax figgurs. 
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THE PHRENOLOGIST. 

Mr. Batty come into our parts two leckchoor on 
frinnology, that was two tell the peple what they was 
by looking at their heads. 

Arteemass sed he would take me, as he wanted to 
find out what sort of a wife he had got. I tolld him I 
didi?t keer to find .out what sort of a huzband I had 
got, as I nojje already, & diddn't want to know any 
more of the same sort. 

But I thawt I wood jist see what the frinnology man 
wood say about me, as I alius node I must hev a fust 
rate head. When we got into the lecktur iheuifi, we 
found everybody there. I went & sot down by the 
square's wife, & she enquired arflure the twins, <fe tolld 
me that Josire Byrd's wife was going two giv a party 
in hopes two work orf hur dawter Jane hoo was old 
enufftwo be marrid. They had hopes of ketching the 
minister's son. 

The leckchoorur stood behind a desk, & there was a 
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white hed be4 him, onto the desk that had figgurs awl 
over it, is they sed it was maid of plasterparris. 

He btgun to tawk, is used a heep of long words that 
I can't remember. But I couldn't kornseeve how he 
could tell what was inside of peple's heds bj feeling of 
the outside. 

Arflure he'd got throo with hiz tawk, he arsked 
somebody 2 come up & show their hed. I jumpt up, 
but a pesky gurl named Susan Smith sot nearer than 
me, & she got there be4 me. 

I gove hur a purcing gaze two let hur no that I 
notissd hur capurs, is then the leckchoorur begun two 
paw over her hed. Sez he : " You hev the amiable 
quallities fust rate." 

As soon as Batty was done with hur, I jumpt up 
R^*n, but a young man got there be4 me. Think of a 
felure, acting this way 2 a feemail hoo was old enuff 2 
be hiz mother ! 

Batty felt of the young man's hed a little while, is 
then dropt him like a hot puttatur, is sez he : ** My 
friend, you lack 1 thing very much, is that is fine-tooth- 
combitiveness. I advise you two cultivate thet senti 
ment as much as possible." 

" Who comes next ?" 

Then everybody larfed, is whilst they was larfing, 1 
got up is went two the desk. I took orf my bunnit is 
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laid it onto the desk, A ererybodj lookt «p two eee • 
what sort of a hed the frimiologist wood gire me. 

Batty begun 2 feel of my bed^ ^ sec he : ^ TouVe 
got grate combatttirness*" 

« Whaf s that r sez I. 

** Why," sez Batty, " ef you seen inybody abusing 

your husband, for instunz, you'd Uke to punish him for 

it." 

" How about the twins 1" sez t 

" Ef inybody abused your children," sez he ; " you'd 
be as indignant as a tigress robbed of hur whelps/' 

" Whelps !" sez I ; " my children whelps ! My 
twins air like whelps^ you say I I oould scratch your 
eyes out. Arteemass, do you heer thait* Now I don't 
bleeve you no inytbing about firinnology^-I don't 
bleeve Tre got iny of your eombattureness nor no- 
thing '' 

Here the aujience awl began two larf so loud that I 
couldn't heer myself tawk ^ 1 man hoUured.out: 
^' This is finnnology exemplifide. 3 cheers for the sho- 
man's wife. Go in. Batty, you've hit the nale onto the 
hed this time." 

But, I woodent heer another word, A I put on my 

bunnit ^ run down the ile two where arteemass sot, d( 

sez I : '^ come, arteenaass, leas get out of this place as 

quick a^ we can; I'm going home. My twins whelps!' 

\ Then I shook my finger at Batty A sez : '' Look out 
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young man, you've got to pay for calling my children 
whelps, hear before awl this aujience. It's deffimation 
ofkaraktur!" 

Then the aujience haw-haw'd rite out, is I cu^ as fast 
as I could, followed by arteemass. 

We streeked it for home, is thiU;'s the last frinnology 
ever I went two. My twirjs whelms ! 
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THE ACTOS. 

It was a plessant day into the moDth of October 
when arteemass A me was seated at the door of our 
tent looking for castomers, that there come along a 
flashy chap, with pantilloon straps so tight that they 
most lifted him orf the ground. 

When he come opperzit tvtio the tent, he kind o' haff 
stopt it looked over our heads which it gove us a fine 
Yiew of his chin Ss neck-hankercher. At larst he took 
2 steps tords us, stretched out his arm like a pump- 
handle, d? sez : ^* Is it a circus that I see be4 mc T' 

" No, it's a tent," sez artecmass ; " will you come in 
is see the wax figgurs ; got a fust rate Kangaroo~-only 
15 scents two see the whole !" 

He struck the parm of his band onto his weskit, is 
s€id : ** It air my custom two entertane, is not to be en- 
tertaned, I am of the socks is buckshin :" 

So arteemass jumpt up is lookt at his fine close ^ 
noo boots, is he * begun two feel skart with respect, is 
sez arteemass : " Hoo her I the oner 2 address ?" 

^ My name's Peter Brown," ansurd the young man. 
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"Ah ! yes,*' sez arteemass; "Pm so badly posted at 
prezzent that I'm quite oblivyus of our*grate american 
trajeedins — ^hevn't scene a play-bill this 6 munce — hope 
it's no offense, sir. Raly Pm glad to see you." 

" Take a fingur," sez the grate actor; poking out the 
four-fingur of his glove to arteemass. 

Arteemass took holt of the finger Ss gove it a little 
squeeze, ^ sez he : " You play in the city no dowt f 

" When I play at awl," sez the actor ; " at prezzent, 
like minny others hoo shook the world with their jeen- 
yus, I labor under a lack of appreeshiashun." 

" You lack appreeshiashun !" sez arteemass, hoo was 
afeerd he wanted two borro his hoss ; " what's that, sir t 
With munny, you no—" 

" Tush, friend !" sez the actor ; " with munny I cood 
by a house, I no ; but I wish two be indetted two my 
own jeenyus for sukcess." 

" Then, why don't ye ?" sez arteemass. 
*^ Ay, that's the word," sez he ; " that brings us two" 
the pint at onct — ^lack of appreeshiashun." 
" Th6n, why don't you get that air 1" sez arteemass. 
" Old man !" sez he ; " you take me not — the wind 
sets into the rong qwarter ; yet, I dur say, when it is 
Sutherly, you no a hoc1c from a hansaw. I am not 
appreeshiated, sir.' That is 2 say my talons air over- 
lookt — I am underrated. Envy, oldest baron of hell, 

snaps at me, jellussy is like a worrum i' the bud, & 
11 
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wile the grass grows — faugh! the proverb air some 
what musty. Think you, imperial Cesar lookt this 
way 1 Alas ! poor Yorick !*' 

Then I seed he was a grate actor, ^ I arsked him ef 
he wouldn't hev a bit of dinner. 

"Hunger — thirst — poverty — awl, awl air legs than 
nothing two the ambishus sole.".sez he; " had it pleezd 
heving 2 steep me in poverty 2 the very lips — Per^ 
dition ketch my sole, but I doo love thee ! JDlistured 
be thy tung for the word, he was not born for shame — 
Hdi!" 

I looked at arteemass two see what he was going 2 
doo about it. 

" Ef I take your idee,'' sez arteemass ; *" they don't 
give^you mutch two doo into your line?" 

He waved his hand, & turned up his knows, &: razed 
his eyebrows. 

" Pshaw !" sez he ; " they air incapable of distin- 
guishin a preshus jule from a grain of barley, like le 
cop graitani sur un fumier!^ > 

" When did you play last 1" sez arteemass. 

" Ask me not," sez the actor ; " lest you stir th^ bile 
within me. They think I lack gall 2 make oppression 
bitter." 

" I don't no nothing about your galls, nor yure jules^ 
nor your barley, nor your 'preeshiashuns" sez arteemass; 
" but ef you're good for inything at your trade, I kom- 
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elude you mite find something two doo at it where the 
theayturs air." 

"Igrunz — stupid igrunz!** sez.the actor; "consult 
the lower of the dassicks, old man, the lurnid lower, is 
what see you there 2 Was Kullumbus appreeshiated t 
Was Fitch appreeshiated? Was even Saint Peter ap- 
preeshiated when he was crucifide with his head hanging 
down? Was iny grate jeenyus ever appreeshiated, 
from Chatterton two Poe, till the saxon dug a gulf be- 
twixt him & the girdon that the repentant public held 
out 2, him ? They're grate at crowning corpses, this 
yere public, & a death's head with a laurel wreath onto 
it air a simble of poppulur appreeshiashun." 

" I never seed none of um," sez arteemass ; " them's 
the natomies into the doctor shop thet you'rcytawking 
about. I never seen none on um with crowns on, dead 
nor alive. You must be a forrinner ; you're uset two . 
the crowned heads of Europe. We've got none of 
them air into this kuntry." 

"Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown," sez he; 
" Madam, I salute you & depart. Adieu !" 

As soon as he was gone, arteemass fell into a brown 
study, &. I thunk we mite hev maid a gray deel of 
munny by getting him 2 speek his peeces into the tent. 
At larst I arsked arteemass what he was thinking on. 

" I'm thinking," sez he ; " what cussid fools tayloro 
mr, & how easy sich feloree^ as thet can oome over vmJ* 
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A REMARKABLE INCIDENT. 

Larst night, M'hen I retired 2 the arms of Morfuous 
2 take my usual rippose, everything seamed parfeckly 
rite, & I seen nothing going on of a ornery nachor ; but 
when I woke up this morning, I found a vacancy in the 
tent, of 1 hooman being, 2 whit arteemass, <!e the follow- 
ing letter laying onto the table : ' 

My DiflER BxTSST Jawe : — Now don't take on & think 
hard of your beloved husband, for some things hap- 
pens as well as others, & agrey deel more so. 

I've tawkt 2 you a long time about going onto my 
travel 2 pick up informashun & get some kewriosities 
for the sho, A; you hev Bed I shouldn't go, & that you 
woodn't never giv your komsent, so that I've been 
obleeged 2 doo it kind o' promiskus like, is two hev my 
travellin gear got reddy up at the tavyum, so that I 
cood start from there urly into the morning without 
disturbin' your rippose, as you never liked two be broke 
.of your natchooral rest be4 sunrise into the morning. 

I hope youll own arfture this that I've got some del- 
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likissy arflure awl, sense Vve been so keerful not two 
disturb your sleep, & hev gone orf quiet as a lamb. 

Some ornery peple mite sey that I aught two tolled 
you I was going, & bid you fair well when I left ; but 
I hope I'm not that hard-hearted creetur that wood hev 
woke you up 2 pain your feeling hart with the nooze 
that your beloved arteemass>were settin out onto a long 
gurney. I coodn't think of that, & 1 coodn't hev bore 
two witness the tender intervoo that wood hev took 
place betwixt us on the effecting okkasion. It wood 
hev been 2 much for my feelinks 5 witness your greef 
at parting from your beloved artemus, & there4 I went 
orf without disturbing your artless <fe blissful slumbers. 

^ It's quite onsartain how long I shall be gone, &; you 
needn't right me a letter till you heer from me, as you 
won't no where I am, &; tho I'm well known about Bal- 
dinsville, the postmarster won't exackly no how 2 git 
onto my trail without the rite direckshun. 

I needn't tell you 2 take good keer of the twins & of 
the sho, as you'll doo that as well as I cood myself; ife 
it's a grate kumfort, on leeving home, 2 no that 1 is 'left ^ 
behind hoo nose how 2 take keer of the wax figgurs, . 
the kangaroo, & the twins. 

You will be delited 2 learn that I'm in fust rate helth 
& sperrits in setting out onto my gurney, ^ never felt 
happier into my life. That's becaws I've got so much 
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^ornfidunz into you, Betsey Jane, & no that you'll take 
fust rate keer of things wile I'm gotic. 

I shall think of yon wile I*m away, awl about the 
butiful times we've had together k the plezzmit is 
amy able dispersition that you've alius shode tord me, 
& that'll giv me kurridge two travel with the more 
speed, & 2 go amongst those clime whitch air among 
the aunt Tippodeed, knowing I shall hev your prayers 
for my welfair <fe safet return. 

I've now took this way two bid you fairwell, ^ 1 
couldn't bare the hart-rending seen of ft pnrsonal inter- 
voo & lissen two the tender anksieties that you wood 
express for my safety, tho I don't think there's itiy 
dangei" as it's only €very other steamer that gets blowed 
up in going down the Massy sippy, & the cars don't heV 
a collishun mourn three times a weak, & you no I was 
alius lucky in the lottery ; so, I- hev a reezonable hope 
that I shall be 1 of the fortnight fol* that don't get 
scalded, or his head caved in by them acksidence. 
Yours two sarve, 

Arteemas Ward. 

I jist had pashunce enuff to get throo the reeding of 
this letter, tho I was on nettles awl the time, i, as soon 
as [ was done, I put on my bonnit & run rite up two 
the tavyrn. I busted into the bar rheum, & found the 
land Lord at home. He node what was cumming, is 
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he doged his head down behind the bar ; but he was 2 
late, for I had keCched sight of his ugly mug. 

" So," sez I ; " you air the man that helps a husband 
away from his wife, with your plottins <fe contrivins. 
It's into this house that the whole thing was arranjed as 
I'm creditably informed. Now, jist bring out that 
grey mayor of yourn & put the side-saddle onto her, <fe 
giv me the direckshun which arteemass hev took, or I'll 
make this yere villidge two hot 2 holt you." 

Then he popt up his head <fe shode hisself 2 my voo, 
& begun to purtest thet he was as innercent as the on- 
born child, & bleeved thet arteemass were only gone 2 
Smootsville 2 get an advertisetnent put into the paper. 

" You know better, you vilyon," sez I ; "no more 
words about it, but bring out your boss !" 

When he seed I was dead arnest, he found that he'd 
got 2 obey my orders, for he was afeard I'd hev him 
up for kornspeeracy to kidnap my husband from me. 

He brought out the mayor ^ put the side-saddle 
onto her, & gove me the direckshun what arteemass 
had took. 

I got onto the saddle & went thro thet villidge two 
up Ss two down, making the dust fly & the peple thro 
up their windurs, into every direckshun, 2 see what was 
the matter. I kornsidur that everybody seen some 
tall travelling that morning. 

I crost the rail-road tract onto the jump about 2 
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0eckonds l>e4 the injine parst the same spot, & I bleeve, 
akkording 2 all akkounts, that my loss's tale brushed 
. the i]ijinear\s face as he went by. 

Arteemass node I wood never komsetat 2 his going 
orf. Fd told him so a hundurd times. He'd begged 6s 
begged, ^ I had alius said " No ;" ^ now, the idea thet 
he should go orf into that sly way— oh ! woodn't I giv 
it 2 him when I ketched him ! * 

I rid <& I rid, & the housen & /ences seamed two be 
awl running the other way. That mayor never pulled 
foot be4 as she did that time ; she seemed 2 no that 1 
of hur seek had been cheated, & she did accoYduntly. 

Whenever I parst inybody onto the rode, they turned 
their heads to look, & I was getting on finely, & should 
hev ketched arteemass ef some onery cuss in the vil- 
lidge of Brandon, had dent razed a report thet I was a 
reble spy hoo was running away from justiss. Then 
about 50 patriots gove chace 2 me, some on bosses, 
some into waggins, & someit)n foot. 

The mayor had got kind o' limpy by thet time, & I 
seen they wood ketch up with me, & so I stopt just* to 
explain the facts, but they come up and hauled me rite 
orf the boss & woodn't hear a word, but shut me up in 
prizzun, & two briggadears swore they'd scene me into 
Loosianny nussing rebel sogers ipourn a duzzen times. 

But I sent a note to the square, into BaldinsviUe, hoo 
come & got me out. 
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A DOUBLE LOSS. 

Aa soon as I come out of prizzun, I lookt around for 
the gray mayor, & found that two patriots had confis- 
cated hur <fe carried hur off two parts unknoon. 

I maid a grate adieu about it, ^ scolded the peple 
that took me 2 prizzunur for not keeping my hoss in 
safety for tne, but they sed that when a purson was 
took up & suspicioned of disloyalty, he ought to think 
hisself lucky two get orf with a hole skin, whether he 
was gilty or not, without expecting to see his propperty 
into the bargain ; & they said that mine was the first 
case where any one that was akkewzed had ever got 
cleer. 

" But that don't pay me for the hoss, nor punish the 
thiefs that stoled him," sez L 

" Mind how yx>u tawk !" sez they ; " the men that 
took your hoss iir good loyal men, & ef you call them 
h$krd names, you can be tride by a milletary com- 
mishun for ading and abeting the inimy & striking at 
the life of the nation." 

So, I tliawt of the twins and komdiided it vas the 
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safest plan 2 treet them with silent kuntemp, ^ I gove 
them a purcing glance, & got into the shaze & rid back 
2 Baldinsville with the square. 

I haddend been at home long be4 Sarah Ann come 
& tolld me that the land Lord of the tavyun had kawld 
2 see me* 

" What's your wish 1" sez I, when he come into my 
presence, holding his hat into his hand. 

" The mayor," sez he ; " of coai^e she is safet ; will 
}ou tell me where she is, i: into hoose kusstoddy you 
hevlefthurr 

" Well, I gis they can tell you hoo has got hur, ef yott 
enkwire down in Brandon," sez I ; " they telled me thet 
2 loyal men had got hur k karried hur orf, but they 
diddent eggzackly no where the men lived. Prapal' 
they can tell you the men's names, ef you enkwire into 
Brandon." 

" Thunder, madam ! thet boss of mine is stoled !" titi 
he ; " you'll pay for that boss, madam — you'll pay §of 
hur indlvidoolly, you will." 

" Not ef my name's Betsey Jane Ward," sez I, gir* 
ing him a purcing glance ; '^I took the boss for a sar- 
tin purpus & bad.no band into steeling hur. You got 
away my husband arteemass Ward, you helped him %o 
run away from bis better haff, and hev tibrned thet 
poor, goo^ for-nothing orfin loose upon this cold world 
like a sheep without a shepherd, k now ar^r you've 
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robbed me of my husband, you come making a um- 
brajtis clatter about your boss, which I never seen him 
arfture i was shut ttp in jale. You'd best two go & 
sarch amongst the mountings for your mayor,. & ef you 
happen 2 find my husband two, you can bring him back 
at the same time." 

" Ef there's iny law into the kuntry, I'll parsecute 
you on akkownt of it," se2 he ; " in the fust instunz, 
you took hur away by fours in arms & boddily fear, <fe 
there4 an action would lie ^^ 

" Yes, I know you can lye," sez I ; " for you tolled 
me that arteemass was gone two Smootville is that he 
would be back be4 nite. Ef you beleeved that, why 
did you come 2 me about the boss instead of going 
to hint when he come back ? and why did you say I 
should pay for the boss individooally, ef you thought 
arteemass haddent gone orf, & that I was a fan covered^ 
as the lawyers calls it. Now you air lucky 2 get orf 
so, I tell you, you'd better think so. I've lost a bus- 
band & you've lost a boss, so that jist ballances the 
account."" 

He went orf mad, & sed he'd see the square about 
it & hev me into jale be4 nite, for boddily fear & boss 
sleeling, but that was the larst I hearn of it ; <fe it was 
the larst he hearn of his boss too. The nmyor was 
gone forever* She was the pride of the villidge of 
Baldinsvillfi, <fe a grate trottur <fe rarely seldom let iny 
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Ak088 go ahead of bur, which it was a disgrace to hur 
owper that he lost his hoss threw kidnapping another 
woman's husband, & he was deprived of his beest 
accorduntly. _ 

Then, when the incolant felure had cut out, I takes 
my dawturs by the hand <fe sot urn down into dieers 
be4 me, ^ sez I : 

'* Now, dawturs, look pie into the face ; I am your 
beloved mother, diat hev brawt you up two good exe- 
cution, & hev tawt you awl you no, herring what 
you've . larnt of your tecchers which air mostly trash. 
Your father hev committed burglary in the nite by go- 
ing orf & leeving your mother a deskonsillate widder, 
which he swore at the alter how he'd cleave 2 hur like 
one flesh. We've got kornsiduble munny into the 
bank, the wax figgurs, kangaroo, ^ the other beastesses 
' with monkeys two iny amount, 

"We can live very kumfurtable on what we're got, & 
now I shall expect the children of arteemass Ward 2 
creet me as their only surviving parient till he comes 
back, which he'll get sick of his bargin, I komclude, is 
be glad to return two hur which he took 2 his hart into 
the flour of hur youth. 

" As I am no longur burdened with the keer is over 
sight of arteemass, you'll be glad two larn that I can 
divvQte a dubble share of my attenshuns 2 your con- 
duct (& morrils, & see that you go into the way thet 
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you shooci walk therein. As 2 mirage, of coarse you 
wont keer inything al»out husbands so long as you can 
hev the compinny of your beloved mother. Ef you 
shood be deprived of hur, it wood be a diflfrunt mat- 
ter; then, you mite feel the want of husbands two 
take keer of you. 

" One of you will be obleeged two act into the kap- 
passity of door-keeper two the sho, as I ^all hev the 
sooprintendemess of the hole establishment now that 
arteemass hev abskonded from his dooty." 
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ACCOUNT OF STOCK. ^ 

ABFTURtt t found that arteemass wad railly gone, I 
took a pensil in hand, ^ arsked Sarah Ann to go with 
me afound the tent, into every hole & komer thereof, 
as I was going two take an inventarry of the cotitents. 

Fust, I put down the wax figgurs, ^ rit " new coat 
wanted for G. Washington." "Eyebrows for the 
pi rut Gibbs." "New nose for Daniel Lambert." 
" New wooden leg for Peter Stuy vesant.*' 

Then we looked at the beastesses, ^ I put um awl 
down onto the inventarry. (Here the twins got two 
quarrelling — went & spanked um both, & returned.) 

Next, we ecksamind the kewriositees. Found a 
square block with no righting onto it. Told Sarah Ann 
to hunt for the card ; she coodn't find no card. Korn- 
cluded to rite onto it with a peece of chork : "The 
hoss-block which Gen. Washington mounted his boss 
when he was going into battle." 

Arfture I had rit those label, Sarah Ann sez : " why, 
mother, thet air not big enuffx for a hoss-block." 

I thawt she was rite, <fe arfture I had kujitay ted a wile 
onto the subject, I rubbed out the chork mark, & rit 
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onto the block : "The block thet G^n. Washington sot 
when he attended skool into his infancy.** 

Sarah Ann was pleased with thet, & sed: "why, 
mother, yu're qwite a jeenyus.'* 
I " Don't flatter me, child,*' sez I, giving hur a purcing 
glance ; " for you don't no how soon you may be a 
mother yourself, which it is rong two flatter a parient 
hoo don't stand in no need .of sich enkkurri^gment. I 
know my culpacities, & so did arteemass, hoo gove in 
two tny judgment alius, as he node I had more tacked 
than hisself." 

We then went on with our ^gzaminashuns till we 
come two a slipper thet was wore by Charlotty Temple 
when she went down Purl street two cawl onto Larroo, 
oil to that stormy nite. 

We found thet our dog Jewel had had holt of it & 
tore it bad ; so I got Sarah Ann two bring 1 of hur 
shoes it put into its place, is throo away the old slipper 
which it was quite an improvement. 

Sarah Ann sed it was a gray deel better SO, as hur 
shoe ,was enermost noo, & lookt more respecktable, 
whilst the tother slipper was an old one from the fust. 

In fack, it requires a feemail 2 put things in order. 
The men folks thinks they nose a gray deel, like So}o- 
mon's fool hoo can render 7 reasons. 

We found 2 or 3 things where the righting had got 
rubbed orf. There was a larje snuff-box. I aoodn't 
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find out hoose it was. Sarah Ann sed she thawt it had 
belonged to Mount Karm that was kilt at the seeje of 
Quibbeck ; but I never heam iny thing about his snufi- 
box ; besides, he was nothing but a Frenchnaan. So I 
maid a card with the words onto it : '^ The snuff-box of 
a Injun chief kilt by William Penn when he took 
Pennsylvanny." 

Sarah Ann larfed. I called hur a disobeduut child, 
d? scent hur two bed without hur supper. 

There was peece of the trunk of a tree thet had no 
l«bel onto it. I rit on a card : "Trunk of the tree 
which Absalom hung to it by the hare of his head/' is 
nailed it on. 

There's everything in knowing how 2 mannidge. 
Some peple hev a fakilty two get along into the world, 
whilst others air poor shacks & good for nothing. 
Arteemass was never hafi* thankful enuff that he got 
sich a woman as me for a wife. I thunk to myself, 
when [ got threw, thet 1 was mowm his better hafif, I 
was his better three quarters. 
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THE MYSTERIOUS COUPLE. 

Wher we lived up into Petersham, there was a man 
& his wife that come & hired part' of a house nixt door 
two us. Folks sed they was a. noo-marrid kupple^ 
though nyther 1 of um was young. 

They shet up awl the winders & blinds so that no- 
body cood see um, & they kept the house dark inside, 
of coarse, as awl the lite was shet out. Everybody 
was wondrinff hoo they were, & what maid um live per- 
petyoually into the dark, like that disrespectful burd 
called the owl, two say nothing of ^ats & moles. 

At larst, Jeemes Swanzey, the peddler, come along 
down our way, & we tolled him about it, & arsked him 
ef he cood tell why they lived into the dark awl the 
time. 

" In coarse, I can," sez he ; " they air both so 
hombly thet they air afeared two see each other's face, 
for fear they can't keep the mirage vow, & their love 
won't last till the eend of the hunny-moon." / 

I called Jeemes into the house ^ gove him a drink 
of molasses & water, with a spoonful of ginger into it. 
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A LETTER. 

I WAS sot down onto the sophy, which arteemess 
maid it with a foo peeces of joist, & I stuffed corn-husks 
into it & kivvurd it with kallikur, when a man with a 
ileK^loth kivvering onto his hat, rid up to the door, & 
pounded onto it witfe the handle of his whip, & hoUurd 
out into a senatorial voice : 

" Air Mrs. Betsey Jane Ward into this bilding ?" 

I felt a kind, o' crawling come over my skin, as ef I 
was going to hear from my long-absented huzband, &; I 
went 2 the door myself & pusht Sarah Ann bagk into 
the entry. 

When I opend the door, I seen the man onto his 
hoss, which it shode it had travelled a grate ways. Its 
main & tale ^ footlocks was long & the mud was 
splashed up against its stummick. 

The man had a brown face with deep rinkles run- 
ning up & down each side of his mouth, & he drawled 
out his words into a keerless sort of a way as if he 
keered for nothing A nobody, only he lookt into ihy 
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face with his gray ey^ v^ry familyat*, sa ef the site of 
a booman bein«if was oncommon, Sc he liked two find 
out ef the hooman coutitenatis lookt as it U5»e to did 
when he sawn one of um the larst time. 

Sez he, as soon as Fd kurchid two him, sez he : 
** Stranger, good dhy. Vre got a letter here. Vve 
travelled a smart chance over the planes <fe pararees, & 
brawt a letter for Mrs. Betsey Jane Ward. It mustn't 
be delh'urd to nobody else but she. Do you under- 
stand ?" 

•* t^arfeckly," set I ; " hand it hear, for Vm that indi- 
vidooal in purson." 

" Well," sez he, taking out a dirty lump of paper ; 
" it's from one Mr. Arteemass Ward." 

'' So, the good-for-nothing felure has remembered his 
poorVife, at larst," sez I; ^* give me the letter." 

" Hum !" sez he, putting the paper into his pokkit 
agin ; " I take it you're only his wife by proxy. Can't 
let yon hev the dokkiments, good woman ; but ef the 
lady herself air into this bilding, arsk bur two come 
4th, as the letter can't be gove up two iny agents, only 
two the rail Simon Pure hurself " 

" You had better lye me out of ttiy own name," sez 
I ; " ef I'm not Betsey Jane Ward, the wife ^f artee- 
mass, hoo air ishe t" 

" It may be as you obsarve," sez he ; " espechally as 
this air the bilding where I were direckted ; but I took it 
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you ooodn't be his wife from one obsi^ation you maid. 
I conclude, madam, that one don't speek of hur huz- 
band as a good-for-nothing felure, which he baa been in 
distant parts a hole yeer." 

" That's akkording to boo be is, dc.wbat he is," sez I. 

^ B^ging your grace, madam," sez he ; *' L think it 
is akkording 2 what she ia," 

'^ Now, you're a keeping me out of my letter awl 
this time," sez I. i 

" It's a kind o' condishunal letter," sez he ; " Mr.'^ 
Ward tolld me not 2 give this letter 2 bis wife ef she 
had given him up, h didn't keer no more about him " 

" Well, sir, about that," sez I ; '' it's rather dubus, 
but the children wood like 2 beer from their father, I'm 
jhure." 

*•' Air there children f sez he. 

'* Yes, tbere's children old enuff 2 read righting, be- 
sides twins." 

'^ Then, hear it is," sed he, chucking the letter into 
the entry ; and he rid orf. 

Argustus k the gurls were all-fired curus two know 
what was into the letter ; but I was in for the reding of 
it awl to myself alone, first being his lawful wife that 
had alius been f^uthful two him, <fe done everything for 
him, k stuck two him threw everything, like the kanga> 
roo k wax figgurs. 

I took the letter into the kitchen k sot down onto a 
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block into the comer & opened the letter which It was 
rit as followers : 

"Mr Amtablb Spouce : "Thinking you mite 

like 2 beer from me "by this time, I take up my pen two 
inform you that I am well in heelth, & hope these foo 
lyons will find you injoying the same blesson. As 
often as I think of the haj)py days that we hev spent 
together, it makes me contented with my present situa- 
tion ; <fe contentment is a grate blesson, which we 
ought 2 be satisfied with the condition in which Provi- 
dence has placed us. 

"Through the mirackulus interpersition of Provi- 
dence, I got cleen down the river without being blowed 
up in the' steamer. 

" Finully, I tuk pessage into the steamer Ariel for 
Kalliforny, iiho we didn't go no further than Aspinwall, 
which Mr. Ganderbilt, the owner was kust by every 1 
on board the bote, eggcept a deef & dum man hoo 
maid sines with his foot & leg as ef he was kicking 
something most pleggidly. There cood be no dowt 
that he allooded to the ^me individooal. 

" The voyge was jist a nine days wonder, for it was a 
wonder that we dident awl starve two deth, & dident 
get pisond 'With the vittles which it was the very pick- 
tor of a coroner's inquest. 

" The weather was warm A plezzunt as the garden 
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of Eden onto the Ismus, which it was balUnoed with 
'niisketers, & rats of an improoved breed, 09 they wan't 
too dainty two naw one*a heels A; toes. We had some 
senior-eaters with ns, but of course, I regarded them at 
a respectable distun^ knowing thet I had a tender 
spouce at home hoose feeling I wouldn't wound even by 
offering 1 of um a sigguret. 

*' As for Mexico, it's inclined to be infested with 
robbers; I woodn't advise you ever two travel in that 
rejun as the mail-coach arrived at the sitty, the other 
day with awl the passenjurs into a state of parfect 
noodity, the robbers having prepared their toylet in 
that manner. There4 you'd better keep out of awl 
these furrin parts. 

" J got to Kalifomia onto Sunday arfturent>on, though 
I ^boodent hev none it ef I hadent had recoarse 2 my 
alloiinick. 

" But the histerry of my travels will only be tire- 
some 2 you, so I'll speek of more domestick subjecks. 

'^ The kangaroo air in good helth, I conclude, & the 
beastesses air took good keer of, also the children 
hoose eddikashun is into youiw hands. I node I could 
depend onto you 2 doo everything thet was rite when J 
went away; so my mind is parfeckly eze about awl 
matters conneckted with the sho and the children. 

" Ef you should feel like righting me a letter, I wood 
hev you right by awl megQs, but as Fm continyoually 
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onto the moove, I can't giv you iny pertickular direck- 
sbun at pressunt, but leeve it awl 2 yourself 2 use your 
best judgment as two where I may happen to be, 
" Yours to sarve, 

"Artkkmass Ward." 

It was eze* 2 see, by this letter^ that arteemass was 
gitting homesik, sense he spoke of the kangaroo & the 
wax figgurs, & the .children, & the happy days that he 
had spent with the wife of his boozim. 

He sez I may rite him a letter, but I think he'll no it 
M'hen he gets 1. I shant send him no letter, espeshully 
as 1 don^t no where 2 send it, & hev got no direcshuns. 

I hope I alius had that sperrit that whenever iny one 
run orf on the sly & left me I would run arfture um, 
nor hev inything more two doo with um ; ds how does 
that forlorn creeture spose he's goin two git along ef 
he shood be took sick in furrin parts ? Hoo will make 
him his cup of T when he has chat head-ache thet he 
use two did whenever he was worrit about his affares, 
& how will he git his shurts washt Ss iurnd, & he awl 
alone there amongst a parcil of heethins that cares 
nothin about him ; & awl his own folt two,. 

He desarves two suffer for sich onnatchooral conduct, 
going orf there amongst robburs is gamblers & 
theeves ; & spose he shood get stuck & kilt, hoo will 
watch over him when he is dying & bring him a drink 
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of cold water when he hev a fever, & he dying away 
orf thare amongst stranjurs two. I tow, I could al- 
most cry with vexation, it make me so mad when I 
think of how thet poor, good-tbr-nothin orfiri has con- 
ducted hisself, when he had a good home & somebody 
two take keer of him, & now he's got nobody at awL 
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A TRAVELING MERCHANT. 

Shortly arflure I had red arteemass's lettur, a long, 
lean, strait man come along parst the tent onto a hoss, 
with big saddle-bags behind him, & hare flowin down 
his back enermost as long as mine. 

He rid up two the tent, <&? when he seen me, he 
gumpt orf of his boss & bowed very short, Ss spnmg 
back agin, as when you bend down a young sapling Ss 
let it fly back into its place. I spose it was done so 
quick to save time. 

** Got notions of all sorts," sez he ; " needles, thread, 
tooth-picks, raziors, Waxter's cawl, Voltaire's works, 
songs, sarmonts, nutmegs, Life of A. Lincoln, saws, 
gingerbread, nails, kawjul, stove-polish, jewsharps. 
New England rum, <fe awl the rillijus papers, ^ pear- 
iodikkles, & about iny thing you chuse two cawl for." 

" Don't want nothing to-day but your custom," sez I; 
"15 scents, children haif price." 

'' Hum ! a sho imporarium !" sez he ; ^ there's 

room for some improyements in this yere place — a 
12 
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glarse door, now — what do you say for a glarse 
door?" 

•* What ! to the tent V sez I ; "we don*t want no 
glass door hear. How wood it look — a glass door to a 
tent!" . * 

"This air the day for improvements," sez he; "we 
make improvements two everything in these days; 
even the Kornstitution is undergoing all sorts of 
improvements, spick, span, noo; them that lived in 
Washington's time woodent no it ef they seed it again, 
it's so much improoved from, what it use two was." 

" But, 1 don't find everything improoved," sez I ; 
" for instunz, I dur say your wife was hansamur 15 
year aggo than she is now ?" 

" Donno that," sez he : " what with noo wig, a set 
of patent teeth, a glarse eye, washes <k varnish^, & a 
heep of cotton wadding in hur close, 1 raythur think 
she's a specimint of a woman yit. Can't I doo somo- 
thing for yer, good woman f 

" No, sir, 1 bleeve not— but, stop ! you say you've 
got enermost everything, hev you inything like a pur- 
petchooal motion?" 

" No, not yet, madam — that's two say, I've not got 1 
linisht yet, but I'm making 1 ; I've been at it for the 
larst 30 year." • 

" Then I've an idee you can doo something for me. 
Arteemass, my husband, boo's absent into part» 
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ttnknown at prezzunt^ had an onfinisht purpetchooal 
motion willed two him by his auDtcestus, is it only 
wants 3. wheels—^—" ^ 

'* Three wheels! whew! I can fix it for you in. a 
jiffy ; why, mine wants 19 wheels, 13 cogs, Sc a hole 
lot of hardware yet. If yourn air so near don^, 1 
can. put on the finishing tutch in less than no time« 
Isn't in hear 1" 

" No, my husband was never a verry interprising 
man, or he'd a finisht it long 'go. Instead of doing on 
ity he put it away into the garrit, & there it's lade ever 
sense. But you shall see it, is try what* you can do 
with it." 

" I'Jl finish it rite up for you, ma'am." 

" But what will you charge me for doing on it, sir 1" 

" Well, ma'am, down our way, where F belong when 
I'm at home, we alius do our .work by the day, which 
air the fairest method, bekaws one never nose how 
long it will tiiko him to finish up a job." 

" Well," sez I ; " how much will you charge, by the 
day, two finish up this purpetchooal motion & set it 
two going complete ?" 

^' Ah ! madam," sez he, shaking his head ; /^ there's a 
gray deel of talent required two doo a job of this yei-e 
kind, & it aught two bring a good price accord untly. I 
coodn't think of giving my time and talents in sitch 
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snpeeror work as this for less than five dollars a day Se 
found." ' 

" Well, ef yon can put up with onr fare, sir,^' sez I ; 
** we hev meet only onct a day, with bred & butter A 
aigs <fe cheese for breakfast, & bred & milk, puddin^r ^ 
milk, or buries Ss milk for tea, <fc things into varyty 
according two what grows in thp season of the year." 

"Ah — yes, madam — well, you see, I'm not at awl 
diffikiit, but as for the bred, I hope you hev the 
Graham kind, & can throW in a punkin pye now A 
then, thb Fm not so set onto the pye ; but the Graham 
l)red air a difihint thing as I was razed op to that." 

"" Very well," sez I ; " in y thing for the sake of git- . 
ting the purpetchooal motion masheen finisht. It will 
be a fine speckkleashun,' I take it." 

"Guess so," sez he; "it'll put ten thousand dollars 
into your pockit in 8 weeks — warranted — ad soon as it 
gits fairly into operashun." 

" I declare !" sez I ; " thet shoze what a interprizing 
woman can doo, when she takes matters into her own 
hands." 

" It'll be the making of your fortin ma'am ; ef my 
purpetchooal motion was as near finisht as yourn, I 
woodn't vally iny amount of munny. It's a fortin into 
itself, ma'am." 

So I tuk him 2 the honce Ss mtradeuoed him 2 the 
children, ^ tolled um what he was going for 2 doo, dl; 
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• 

Sarah Ann run up ^ hollurd 2 Oi^ustus two come up 
& he]p hur bring the masheen down. He lookt at it 
over d? over, & inspected every part of it, & shook his 
hed, & lookt as ef he was considuring very deep into 
the subjekt, <k I arsked him what he thawt of the 
masheen. 

He dident heer me at fust, he was so rapt up into his 
idees. At larst he spoke out, & sez he : '^ This masheen 
madam, air onto the introverted principal, & air analla- 
gus two a divided cone, which it air seen into acoustics 
& aqueducks ; by means of concussion, reproduction of 
force & vitiated air, you create 4 cerebellum, & thet 
striking upon the tympanum <& the fly-wheel causes the 
abrasion of the strap, & a tincture of converging rays 
passing into the spectrum, reduces it two a corpuscula, 
whilst the capillary tubes & hydrostatical production of 
atmosphere strikes it off into the aphelion like the cho- 
roides & corned ; that brings the whole thing two an 
apex, & we have the first <k second diaphanous trans- 
parency. All thet is wanting two the masheen now is 
two apply the pullies, the lever, the cylinder, with a 
slight touch of the axis & hammer-lever, & awl will \^ 
complete Have you a pare of compasses, ma'am, a 
saw, an augur, a scale, a plumb line & piece of chalk, 
thet I may apply the fulcum two the base of the diame- 
ter. Ah ! what wood Sir Isaac Newton. hev said ef he 
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liad lived two see this masheen ! You bevn't a little 
dry toast &; apple-sass handy, ma'am f 

" Run,. Sarah Ann,** sez I, ** & get some refreshments 
for the jentleman, <fc, Sarah Ann !" 

"Ma'am,'' says she. 

" Put a little of that quarturd quince onto the chany 
plate, <fe hev that onto the table too." 

" Oh ! mother 1" sez she, when I went out two see ef 
the lunching was reddy ; " hew glad I am that we've 
got somebody at larst that understands himself, & can 
be a conjeenyul sperrit two me in my studdiz." 

" Sarah Apn," sei I ; " don't use iny libertiz with 
that jentleman ; his mind is above your spear. You 
can see that he nosa everything." 

" Yes, mother, & he expresses it so butifully — so 
elegant-— si tch refined language ! Oh ! I don't know — 
it seems to me that I was never before into the com- 
pany of a true gentleman !" 

"Take keer of your hart, Sarah Ann, niy dawter, 
take keer of your hart, which he has a wife al reddy, as 
Ihearn him speak' of that feemail*" 
• So the genius et his lunch, & red the noospaper, <fc 
sed it wood take him about three days to sharpen his 
tools be4 he commensed onto the masheen, & he sposed 
thet Orgustus wood be willing two turn the grindstone. 

Orgustus lookt kinder squirmish when he heered 
that, <k sinnified that he hadent much talent into the 



Digitized by 



Google 



HTji BOOK OF G0AK8. $^1 

grindstone line, & was mostly given two playing on the 
fliite <fe sucking Havana oranges onto a moonlight 
night. 

" Oh ! it's no matter," sez the genius ; " only 1 
di(Jent know but you'd like two get a insight into circu- 
lar grairty by way of finishing off your eddication. I 
can doo it awl • myself, only it'll take a trifle longer ; 
prehaps a week, but not mourn a week two the extent, 
in sharpening the tools ; Ss arflure thet we'll get fairly 
two work onto the masheen. 

Onto the nixt day, arfture breiakfust, the genius sed 
he must begin the job, as his time was preshus, &; he 
coodent afford two stop long into the village. He sed 
that be4 he commensed two grind his tools, there was a 
purticklar kind of wand he wanted two git, thet grode 
into the woods, <fe^ that was nessas«ary two put into the 
masheen. It was hard to find those kind of wood, <fe 
it mite take him awl day, Ss wile he was out hunting 
for the wand, he mite as well kill two burds with 1 
stone, that is to say, he wood shoot a foo snipe ef 
Orgustus wood lend him his foulii|^-peace. 

Orgustus gove him the gun Ss he went orf. 

He come home at nite with some burds that he 
wanted cookt for his supper, Ss he had a switch into his 
hand, which ef he hadent toUd me it was the wand, I 
shood hev thawt it was a willow twig. So I pade him 
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bis 5 dollars for the fust day, ^ cookt his bards for* 
supper. 

Awi the nixt 8 days, he spent in sharpening his tools, 
A then he got reddy two go two work on the mnsheen. 
I had pade him just 45 dollars & his vittles <k loging. 

The nixt day, he sed it was nessessary two breathe 
his boss which he would git foundurd ef he dident ex- 
ursize him. So he rid down two Smootsville, & took a 
sort of tower about the kuntiry awl that day. When 
he come home at nite, I pade him his 5 dollars for that 
day, & he sed he mpst commence urly in the morning 
& hurry up the masheen, as he had beam important 
noose sense he had been gone which it was required 
that he shood go two the sitty as soon as he bad got 
throw with me, ef-not sooner. 

1 was so afeard he wood throw up the Job, that I 
sinnifide ef an increase of pay wood bo iny inducement, 
a foo dollars, more or less, needn t part us. 

He ansurd &; sed that he was not a man two fall 
from his bargain ef it cost him his life — that he w^as 
brawt up two grate' morril idees, <k woodn't take a 
cent more than he agreed two take. 

" Fm not a man of that sort," sez he ; "I arsked you 
5 dollars a day and found, Ss so it shall be; but jist 
for a matter of komveenyunce, ef it's awl the same two 
you, I will take my payments in gold instead of paper, 
but not a cent more than I agreed for, you know. I 
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sed 5 dollars, & 5 dollars it shall be; the gold is 
merely a matter o( pursonal komveenyunce. I sed 5 
dollars, &; that's awl Til take — in gold, you know/' 

So, I sed : " Very well, sir ;" ds Sarah Ann, she sed : 
" What an admirable man, hoo won't lissen two an ii^ 
crease of sallery when it*s offurd to him, <fc awl on con- 
shienshud grounds !" 

So, he got two work onto the nixt day, arfture break- 
fust, Ss in just 15 days he had got one wheel made, 
though it didn't look so much like a wheel as wheels 
in jineral doos, but Sarah Ann sed that only shode that 
he was a orijinal jeenyus & had his own idee of wheels. 

Finully, arflure he had worked 40 days onto the ma- 
shcen,^ breathed his boss a grate minny times, <$; gone 
a shooting burds with Argustuss's gun a number of 
times, I arsked him how the masheen was getting on. 

He ansurd that the middle cog must be greased with 
parmasitty & a gum that grozs in Kalliforny ; he wood 
telle^raf two hev it sent on* 

I arsked him ef he had ever been into Kalliforny, is 
he sed yes, he had been there & into Utah, Ss had solid 
goods to the Mormons. 

"You never seen iny thing of my huzband — did 
you 1" sez I. 

" Well," sez he ; "I seed a man there calling hisself 
arteemass Ward, but it ooodent hev been your huz 
band." 
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"Why not r sezl. 

" Becaws he dident behave like a marrid man," sez he. 

Then I sed no more at that time, as Sarah Ann was 
into the rheum, but my cheeks burned like the fiery 
fiimiss of Shadrak, Meshack, k Abedniggo* 
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THE PERPETUAL MOTION. 

Arfture about 3' months, the perpetchooftl motion 
masheen was finished. A good stong crank was put to 
it, & the genius sed that 2 men cood keep it a-going by 
turning the crank. 

I tolled the genius thet he was 2 expensive, but I was 
willing 2 hire one man ef thet wpod be enuff 2 keep it 
2 going. 

He sed thet he had been obleejed 2 pnt more wheals 
2 it than common, & thet maid it hard 2 turn, & it 
wood rekwire 2 men for two doo it. 

The square came down, & lookt at it, d& he sed he 
, had a kind of idee thet a perpetchoooal motion aught 
2 go without inybody to turn it. 

The genius ansurd & sed : " Oh, yes, J cood verry 
ese make thet kind of perpetchooal motion, but then 
I must put into the masheen about a dozen more wheels 
& cogs & things." 

" How long wood thet take V* scz I. 

"Prehaps it wood take two munce longer," sez he. 

" Well, I think I can't afford it," sed I ; "so I'll be 
satisfide with it as it air, <fe we'll say /lo more about 
it. I giss I can find /i "stout nigger thet will keep it 
turning for a dollat a dav." 
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MARVELLOUS DEVELOPEMENTS. 

What the perpetchooal motion genius sed about 
arteemass in Utah stuck into mj crop a long time, & 
when I pade him the last of his wajiz & he brawt out 
his hoss two go away I arskt him 2 -tell me the hole 
truth, as I was the wife of his boozim that he took to 
his hart into his young days, into the flour of his youth. 

Then the perpetchooal motion man gove me a long 
akkownt of arteemass's puttings up into Salt Lake 
sitty, & sed he had no dowt^thet a grate miny of the 
feemails there had ben sealed two arteemass for a foo ' 
days, 1 at a time. 

He sinnifide that they hadn't been sealed two artee- 
mass so strong as the Mormon wives jinurally is, which 
the seal larsts their hole lifetime, but into the postidge- 
stomp fashion, which they stick a little wile, <fe then rub 
orf again. 

He sed thet two comfot me, <fc thawt I woodn't keer 
much about it ef arteemass was only sealed 2 um tem- 
perrary. But I coodent see it, for I had took thet poor 
orfin when he was alone into the world, ife maid a hus- 
band of him, & brawt him up keerfully, & took good 
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keer of his morrils, <fe tawt him how two git his living, 
d; soot the naburs. 

Aftd now to think that creetur shood go orf two 
furrin parts, Ss larn the golden bible, & git into the 
fashuns of them heethins with their prorffits, <fe their 
sealings, <fe their polliggimmy was enufT two try the 
pashunz of Gob. 

What was the use in his being brawt up into a kris- 
chun kuntry & tawt his katukize, &; the lord's prare, & 
awl about Moses, & Abram, <&; Solloman, <k David, <fe 
awl them other pattriocks, ef he was going orf two larn 
poUiggimy, which awl them grate men of the anshunt 
times tawt that a man ^ his wife was 1 flesh <k shood 
forsake his farther & mother Ss stick two the feemail. 

I sot down Sz: rit the . folio wering letter two artee- 
mass: 

" Dbbr Husband : — I hev heered of your doings <fe 
the kangaroo is well & the twins, <fe the perpetchooal 
motion are finisht, & I tell you two come home two the 
wife of your boozim rite orf, & when you git hear 
you'll git sich a blesson from me that'll make your ears 
tingle for 1 spel], I can tell you. 

"Mark my words, you'd better come away from 
them heethens up in Salt Lake to your comforttable 
home into Baldinsville, <k when I see you safet under 
toy hands agin you won't get away in a hurry, & I'll 
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make you wish thet you had never desarted the wife of 
your boozim <fe left the place where you've ^lus been 
treated well & made happy, I'll give you something 
thet you'll remember, <fc nay sister Sooky air hear two, 
Sc she sez you aught to be hung in chains, & thet she'll 
giv you a peace of hur mind when you come back. So 
you'd better come back two repose into the boozim of 
your &mi]y, as Cooper the poet says : 

'^ ^ Domestic happiness, the only bliss that hev sur- 
vived the fall.' 

" I'll take keer to rede you sich a lesson when you 
ccme 'iHck that you'll see the e\\} of your ways, & the 
twitis bev had the meezles, <&? Sarah Ann hev melted 
oYf G Washington's nose by holding the candle two 
closet two it whilst she was re4eing a love letter from 
bur bo, which she went into the tent two rede it for 
fear I shood see it. I scent hur two bed without 
supper <fe kept hur on bred & water five days, & I shall 
sarve you wuss than that. So you'd better hurry l)ack 
rite orf two your hAppy home, which you never had 
iny excuse for leaving it. This from the wife of your^ 
boozim. 

" Your ill-used wife, * 

"Bbtsey Jane Ward:*' 
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CONSPIRACY DETECTED. 

It appears to me thet, of lately, everything thet can 
torture a varchus <fe amyable feemail hev kornspird 
agin me. It air sed thet a ongrateful child is sharper 
than a sarpent's teeth. We've got 1 of um in the sho, 
which his teeth is sh^rp as my dawter Sarah Ann, hoo 
hev shode the truth of thet saying in more way« 
than 1. i»^ 

I hev took more panes with hur than with iny dawter 
I hev got, too bring her up into the way she shood go. 
I've boxt her ears mourn iny of the rest, & flogged hur 
more, ^ scent hur two bed without sapper mourn iny 
of Tny -other children, Ss arftur awl the panes I've took 
to punish her morrils & bring hur as the twigs inclined, 
she hev acted the part of a deseever two hnr tender 
parient, which air onakkountable, for I've toUd hur, 
over and over agin, how bad awl sich conduct air, <fc 
scolded hur till Ay tung was reddy two drop orf when- 
ever I ketched hur in inything of the kind. I've used 
up a hole birch tree onto that gurl two make her good, 
<fe now the ongrateful creatur wants two leeve the pa- 
rental boozim A git marrid I 
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I've alius held that the evil 1 was in young ones from 
the our of their birth^ & thet it aught to be whipt out 
of um ; but this crctur air so bad thet I bleeve ef I 
had skinned her alive, she'd heve continued to sho 
temper Ss two want to leeve her comfortable home. 

No dowt, they take their evil purpensities from ar- 
teemass, as I hev tolld um a 100 times, Orgustus is 
awl. 

Now, the way of it was, that a young felure cawld 
Samuel Hill, belonging two Smootsville took a suddent 
liking two Orgustus, &: maid him d prezzent of a silver 
tooth-pick & -a pair of pistles. Then he admired Or* 
guslus's stile of playing onto the flute, in begged Or- 
gustus two lam him how two play. 

As Orgustus was fond of going to HilPs hoiMe, 
whidi air a very plezzent place, he agreed to larn the 
felure two play onto the flute ; but arflure he had he&n 
there 2 or 3 times. Hill tolld him it w as 2 bad to put 
him two the trubble of coming 2 see him, dj? so he 
would cawl 2 take his lessons at our house into Baldins^ 
ville. 

So, Sam Hill come down about twict a week two get 
his lesson orf Orgustus. But Sarah Ann took a mity 
fancy to heer the flute two, dc so she took panes alius 
two go into the rheum whenever Orgustus was laming 
Hill to play. 

I was very tfnutch surprised at Sarah Ann taking sitch 
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A suddent liking two the flute, be^^aws she had heered 
Orgustus play onto it mourn two yeer, & had never 
seamed two keer nothing about it be4. I began to 
komklude that she was showing talons for moosick, <& 
thet arfture awl, it must be thet the gurl had a musical 
ear. 

The first time thet I suspicioned something was when 
I happent two tell the square that Orgustus was larning 
Sam Hill moosick. 

**Why;' sez he, "how is thet? Young Hill has 
alius been a fust-rate player onto the flute ever since I 
node him." 

Then, it run into my hed, whet did he want two larr 
orf Orgustus for, ef he node moosick better than my 
son alreddy 1 

I was so puzzled two akkount for it, that I arsked 
Sarah Ann which of um was the best player. 

" Why, mother," sez she ; " how can you arsk thet 
question when you know thet Orgustus is laming 
Samuel two play ?" 

" Samuel !" sez 1 ; " why is it Samuel instead of Mr. 
Hill 1 It's very unpropper for a young gurl two cawl 
a young man by his krischen name without they air a 
koarting." 

When I sed thet, she turned as red as a beat, for she 
seen that she had ketched hurself ,by cawling him 
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Samuel. She luid spoke laa she was into the habit of 
cawling -him, be4 she thawt what she was about. 

As soon as I seed hur kullur up, I understude the 
hole trick. Hill come two the house to tawk his fiddle 
fiiddle nonoents two Sarah Ann, & piirtended to come 
there two lam moosic of Orgustus. Sarah Ann & Hill 
had, no dowt been akqwainted with each other a grate 
while, & this was the plan to bring um together. 

I was just a going to fly out & give my dawtar a 
holesome flogghig, when it struck me thet, as Fd got 
the cards into my hands, Fd better ketch her in a sitty- 
vashun which she coodont deny her ongrateful conduct. 

So the nixt day, the desateful felure come two the 
house two get his lesson onto the flute. 

I got out of site for about an our, & then I lit a can- 
dle, and went tM*o the rheum where they were. I 
dident heer nobody playing onto the flute. I opened 
the door awl of a suddent, &: I busted into the rheum. 

Orgustus was setting with his head leaning back agin, 
the wall fast asleep, whilst Hill sot at the other eend 
of the rheum with Sarah Ana onto his nee, & h/sr arm 
around his neck. * 

£f the fur didn't fly for a little wile, then my name 
isn't Betsey Jane Ward. 1 sprung at Sarah Ann is 
ketched hur by 1 arm & slung her haif acrost the 
rheum ; then I jumpt at Hill, <fe he jumpt for his hat. 
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I clawed his hat off his head ; Orgustus waked up & 
thawt the house was o' fire. 

I pursood Sarah Ann out of the rheum with Hill's 
hat into my hand. She got away <fe. run down into the 
garden, <&; I coodn't find her in the dark. 

Then I came back 2 the house, <fe lookt out the front 
winder. I seed Hill there waiting for his hat. I hol-> 
lured out :^ 

" You pesky, good for-nothing sarpint, see that you 
never darken my door« agin !" 

Then I flung him his hat, & he went orf. 

I watched for Sarah Ann, <!i^ when she come in, 1 
jumpt at hur from behind the door, wbere I was hid, Ss 
ketched her Ss gove hur sitch a pare of boxt ears thet 
they lookt red awl the next day. 

As soon as she was up into the ifloming, I watched 
for hur at the foot of the stares. I took hur by the 
arm <fe pulled hur into the back rheum <k there I tawkt 
two hur. • 

" Air it not enuff"," sez T ; " thet your farther air a 
ongrateful, disrespectable wretch, without your going 
into the way of Bale 2. IJf I wasn't the most indul* 
gent of mothers, I shouldn't leave a bit of hole skin 
onto your body;" 

" I dident doo nothing bad, mother," sez she. 

That aggrivated me, & I shook hur till hur comb floa 
out of her head it struck up agin the sealing. 
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^To think you shood portend youVe done nothing 
rong," sez I; •*insted of gitting down onto your 
marrur-bones d? arskii^ pardon.^ Kneel down, is prom- 
miss me, onto yoiir solium word Ss onor, thet you'll 
never see thet orful wretch agin as long as you live," 

'' But, if he comes here tw^o larn the flute," sez she ; 
** how can I help seeing him ?" 

"I'll flute you," sez I; " into the fire goes that flute 
as soon as IVe sot my 2 eyes onto it, &, as for you, 
imperdenz, go rite up stairs to your rheum, <fe don't 
make your apperience down stares till I send for you, 
which won't be into a hurry." 

So, I locked her into hur room, & kept hur without 
eting a morsel for 2 days. Arfture thet, I carrid hur 
up some bred & water, dip tawkt 2 hur like a dutiful 
mother & tolled her I was a good mind 2 flog hur with- 
in an inch of hur life. 

Then I shook hurdc boxt hur ears, dc went out, & 
locked hur up agin. 

I bleeve there never was a woman afllicted like me ; 
but it's the way with awl good, people thet doo their \ 
dooty. ITiere was Job hoo was kivvurd with sorp 
biles. 

Arfture keeping Sarah Ann in hur room, onto bred 
& water 3 weeks, I felt the knead of hur help down 
stares, Ss in the sho. So, I let her out. 

Thet ongrateful creechure hadent been free mourn 12 
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days be4 I ketched hur redeing a l#tter. She tride two 
hide it from me, but I got it away d? red it. 

The letter was from that pesky, blasphemious Hifl, 
& it was as followers : 

" Mt dear, psrsegutsd anobl : — With heart-rend- 
ing emotion, I read your dear, blessed note, and kissed it 
a thousand times, and I am not ashamed to say that 
when I put it next my heart, it was wet with my tears. 

" Dear sufferer, what demon in human shape is it 
into whose vengeful talons you have fallen ? Again do 
I urge you, I implore you to unite our destinies in a 
legal manner, that I may have an incontestable right to 
shield you from that she-dragon who dares to lay her 
sacrilegious hand on innocence and angelic beauty like 
yours. 

" Oh ! my love, my channer, my bright bird of 
heaven, I cannot any longer endure the thought thitt 
you are subjected to misery while I have a happy 
home, and ample means to provide for you an asylum 
beyond the reach of oppression, and which will need 
only your presence to become a perfect Paradise* 
• " Put an end to those tortures, my adored love, and 
no longer suffer a false idea of duty to one whom you 
aught to detest to render us both the most miserable 
of beings. 

** Why make yourself a martyr for one whose only 
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motive for chaining y^u to her side is that, like the vul- 
tqre tearing the intestines of Prometheus, she may 
have somebody upon whom she can vent her malignity 
with impunity I . 

" Do reply quickly, through the usual channel, and 
speak the words which will bring me under your cham 
ber window with horse and chaise, and in ten minutes 
afterward we will be man and wife. 

"My sweet,, my love, my angel, 

" Your devoted S." 

Yes, I read this letter awl throo, from beginning to 
eend, & I thaw t I shood bust. Me a demon in human 
shape! Me a she-draggon! Me a vultur! Oh! the 
blasphemious wretch ! 

I coodent believe my 7 census thet inybody shood 
dare two right 2 my gurl mtp that manner. This was 
a very serus bizness, & arflure' I had locked up my 
dawter into hur room, I rit a note & scent it up to the 
square for him 2 come down 2 me immeduntly. 

He hurrid rite down two our house, & I tuk him 
into the best rheum. Arflure I had locked the door, 1 
pulled out the horrid letter & shode 2 him. 

He red it A lookt very serus. 

" Into the fust place, square," sez I ; " we must soo 
the wretch that rit it." 

He scratched his ear ias ef 4ie was puzsled d? sed he 
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diJent exackly no about that, as no law had been 
broke. 

" Whet !" sez I; " isn't it agin the law 2 cawl me a 
shc-draggoni" 

** Yes, ma'am, the Jure divino^^ sez he. 

** Then," sez I ; " we'll have the jury vino afoul of 
him rite orf ef it costs me fifty dollars." 

" But I deal only in the Jure humano, or Jus civile^^ 
sez he. 

" Oh ! well, square, what duz it sinnify ?" sez 1 ; 
" civility^ or Ous^ or may knoWy it air awl 1 ef the vil- 
ynn air soundly trounced. As for my dawtei;, I'll 
tickle hur rizibles for hur." 

" I don't see iny chance in this case," sez he ; " you 
can punish your dawter, it is troo, ef you think it rite 2 
doo so, but the young man has n^t cawld you a crimi- 
nal. Had he barged you with theft, or burglary " 

" Me — ^theft; — me a burglary, square !" 

" Ef he had so far forgotten himself as to charge you 
with the commission of any crime, we might do some- 
thing with him ; but as it is, he is safe from the law." 
. " Mercy on me, square !" sez I ; " what's the law 
good for, ef 1 may be a draggon dc a vultur, dc git no 
sattisfackshun ? Oh! it's time that the feemail seek 
had a hand in voting dc making the laws ! We'd soon 
show um hoo was a vultur is a she-draggon !" 
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" Very likely," sed the square, & he turned away his 
face <fe lookt at something out of the windur. 

So, I seen I coodn^t doo nothin with him, is pritty 
soon, he left. 

** Then I went np to Sarah Ann, ipto hur room, &, I 
giss, be4 I lefl hur, she found out hoo was a vultur is a 
she-draggon. 
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AN ASTOUNDING EVENT. 

Ev the world isn't destroyed be4 the eend of the 
year, it wont be for want thet jthey desarves two be 
conflagrated, as the inlitninged reeder will see by my 
akkownt of the dooings into Baldinsvllle. 

I'm done now. It's no' kind of use two kalqulate 
upon inythingy for the wickedness of young people air 
like the charriot^ of fero, which they never overthrone 
into the red C, when the waters run back from the 
Isrulites, which the square sez bekaws they was sitch a 
ugly>looking set thet the waters was frightend at um Ss 
got out of the way till they had parsed over. 

But this terrible akkount which happent into my own 
family air the town tawk &, in coarse, everybody thinks 
thet I've been dredfully injured by thet good-for-noth- 
ing Sarah Ann hoo air sharper than a sarpint's tooth. 

I shet hur uj) in hur room, & licked hur as long as I 
could stand over hur, with an old parrysol which I 
broke it awl two peaces onto hur pesky hide, <fe then I 
went out Sc locked the door. 

I tot up till 11 o'clock at nite watching 2 see ef that 
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felare wood come with his hoss <fe shay as he tawkt of 
doing on, into his letter. 

Seeing he didn't cotney I set Ann Loines two watch 
^ went two bed. , 

In the morning, I found thet Ann had cleered out, <fe . 
komdluded she was two lazy two wach iuy longer. 

There4, I maid brekfast, & korncluded not 2 gir 
Sarah Ann inything 2 ete till 12 okklock. 

Accorduntly, I went up stares as soon as the klok 
struck 12, & onk)kt the door. < 

I went in & seen that the room was as MT as a glove 
wl^ you pull it orf. Be4 I bad time to think a word, 
Ann Loines hollurd for me down stares* I run down 
as kwik as my laigs wood carry me, ^ there was Ann 
with something into hur hand done up in guilt>ejd paper 
& she reeched it to me d^ sez : 

*^Mrs. Hill, sends her compliments St a piece of 
bridecake 2 Mrs. Ward." ' 

"And who's Mrs. Hill?" sez I, Ss I gove Ann a 
purcing glance when I arskt the question. 

"The late Sarah Ann Ward," sez she. 

"My dawtur!" 

" Yes, ma'am." 

I sot rite down I was so mad. For a minnit, I was 
nonplusht as much as ef G. Washington had walked 
rite out of the tent & arskt for a glarse of logg^ 
beer. 
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Then I Jumpt* up Ar sez I ; * Hoo marrid that fce- 

"Th© »qii«r«, two be shttre,**" scb she; "the yaung^ 
felure brawt a ladder ^ put it up two hur windur & 
karirid hur orf larst irite. I rua arfter um; two brings 
Sarah Aim hack, but they coteh me I; karrid me orf, iiff 
made me akt as brideemadc at the square's. As soon 
as they was marrid, they went orf into a butiful char- 
riot with 2 grate white bosses is '* 

" Why didcnfc yoa come & call me," sex I ; "insted 
of making a fule of yourself by running arfture them V* 

" I did akkording 2 the best of my nolidge," sez she ; 
" bendes, l am not your dawter, & you can't tyrannize 
over mo as you did over poor Sarah." 

Them I node ^le had plade me fklse, & had kinknivd 
at their running orf, & I jumpt at hur & grabbed hur 
by the hare, but she slipt orf & left hur comb into my 
haadl 

Away she run, db away I run arffcure bur. She* 
streeked; it threw the apple orchod, over the stone wall 
<fe into the woods, <!; ef I hadent got tangled up in » 
binar bosh I'd hev pulled every hare out of hur head. 
Finully, she got clear orf out of site. 

Then I put on: my black silk, <& went up two the 
square's two see what he ment by robbing m tender 
& induljint mol;her of hur dawter. 

I opened the iront door^ went in without knoekinf^; 
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but coodn't find nobody into the house; the pot was 
onto the fire a biling as ef it was onto a wayjir, but the 
kook was no-whares two be scene, the square's wife Ss 
dawtur, was out, but there was righting obto his table 
that want dry yet ; so I node he was round there some- 
whares. I went out intoo the yard, & cotch site of the 
lawyer's cote-tale as he whlskt around the kornur of the 

barn. 

I run around the barn, 4? cotch site of the hole fam 
mily cutting threw the puttatur patch, & the hired help 
following arfture as fast as she cood, with hur slip-shod 
shtize & hur stock ins about hur ankuls. 

Away they went as ef I had been a mad bull broke 
luce from the slawtor-house. 

I was awl out of breth & went home, tho I was de- 
tarmint 2 giv that pesky lawyer a good setting down 
tho fust chance I got. 

The next day, as I stood into the door of mj tent, 
hoo shood I see go by, into a charriot, but them 2 
lovyers, d^ Sarah Ann flaunting into hur silks & satans, 
& her husband's arm around her neck, <fe she waved hur 
hankurchur two me, tho imperdenz. I'd hev gove awl • 

1 was wurth jist two ring hur neck thet minnit, 2 think 
the wretch shood be riding about in stile. Fd bev felt 
better about it ef I'd scene hur in rags, beggin hur bred 
from door two door, or dying into the arms-house ; but 

2 see the Creetur riding into hur silks ^ showing har- 
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self in triumph 2 hur tender & iuduljint mother made 
me so mad thet I cood hev skinned hur alive, <fe stufl 
hur skin <k put it into the sho two exibit hur for Jer- 
seybell, the wiked kween. 
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CONJUGAL ANXIETY. 

From awl akkounts th^t comes across the Planes, 
the cuttings-up of my arteemass into the Mormon set- 
tlement air parfeckly ridikkillious. 

What upon urth he wants two spend his time 
amongst them onery creturs, that it take a duzzin or 20 
of um two make 1 wife, air mourn I can eggstamperize 
which he has 1 hole wife at home under 1 bunnit & into 
1 frock. 

The prezzident of our sosiety hev an idee thet them 
feemaiPs must be a undersized set, no bigger than Tom 
Thumb's wife, sense it takes so miny of the creetur 2 
make 1 hole wife ; so they have to take their wife into 
installments, instead of having hur awl into 1 peace. 

I kornclu^ that arteemass got his idee of heving a 
big assortment of the artikkle from having sich a good 
speciment of wife at home; but he'll find no more 
sitch like hur that he took to his heart into the bloom 
of hur youth, which she had been improoving onto his 
hand more than 30 yeer. 
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Pve had some idee of setting out with the sho, in a 
gurny across the Planes to Utah. Ef I cood get there 
awl safet & sound, Fd hev a cap-pulling with some of 
those Mormondom thet would make um think the 
world was coming to an eend. 

I hev colld our sosiety together to parse rezolutions 
agin Brigum Young & his wives which ef they hear of 
it into Utah will make a jfluttering amongst the dry 
bones. Our prezzldent tawkt of appointing a komitty 
of laycliz two go two Utah & puddown poUigomy, but 
when they was appinted they eggsquzed themselves 
from going onto the ground thet they was afeard they 
wood get seald two some Mormon saint ef they went 
there ; & as the komitty Was awl old mades, they were 
pesky afeard of that air sealing-bizness. 

So, I was left a poor diskonsolate widder, like a 
crusht flouf. 

But let me ever ketch site of arteemass agin, it*s awl 
I want jist two take my satisfaction out of his coppura- 
shutt. 

Fll teech him two dessart his better haff for the sake 
of them pesky Mormon trollops. 
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ULYSSEAN ARTIFICE. 

• I BBLSEYE that men air the wurst creeturs thet hares 
the hooniau form. But I'll tell the story of the way I 
was sarved, & how I was cheeted out of my revenge. 

I was sitting into the door of the tent with 5 custo- 
mers inside, when there come along a man dressed 
up like some sort of outlandish felure from furrin 
parts, with a turhin onto his head, &; a simmetur^at his 
side. 

He sed he was a Arab, & he stopt a little way from 
the tent, &; made a lo bow &; sez : '^ Lahez-AUkom I JjOf 
bez, LabeZ'Salem /" 

" Hoo air you ?" sez I; " & what upon urth doo you 
want hear, with awl them jimfleckshunz V* for I thawt 
he was a nigger, at fust. 

Then he sez : " Sheick ffeshbak, el ctfjh .'" 

I wawkt tords him to eggzamin him closter & see 
what he was maid of. 

Th^n he began to thro dust over himself, &sez: 

^' Allah Houahibar ! Hi el Allah, Sheda Mohammed 
Raheaoir 
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At larst, I got him two speek a sort of haff English 
^ huff furrin tung, &; he tolld me how his name was 
Kesh-bahy an Arab chief & a pilgrim, which it was what 
,he had tolled me be4, into his own langwidge. 

I seen he was something of a kuriosity, & was think- 
ing whether it was best two ingage hinri for the sho, 
when he propposed it hisself, & sed he would exhibit 
for his vittles, the fust weak, & ef it was found thet he 
d rawed well, he wood charge something for the use of 
his yaller karcus. 

So he went into the sho & was there a weak, & he 
drawed very well, & he lurned to speak English so fast 
th^t I was astonisht, &; thawt him the smartest man 
that ever I seed. 

He noo how to manidge the sho too, <&; I found hig 
help so useful that I woodnefc he\^ parted with him on 
no akkount whatsomever. 

Then he began two tell me thet he noo awl about 
how my husband had sarved me, & he sed that artee- 
mass wood never come back as he had had 45 wives 
sealed 2 him & was a elder of the Mormon church. 

When I heered thet I cood hev tore arteemass's eyes 
out ef he had stood be4 me that m in nit. He sed thet 
he had hurd it from peple that kame from Utah, & that 
it was the town tawk, only noboddy wood tell me, for 
fear of braking my hart. 

He went on into thet way for a long time, till he got 
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me into the beleef Uiet I was a widder troo enuif, & 
then he begun too la seeje two mj tender hart till he 
won my effeckahuns. Then I eggspekted 2 marry him, 
but he tolled me thet was unpossible, as my husband 
was alive. So he got me into such a mystifiikashun 
that I bleeved it was awl rite '2 live with hFm without 
marrage/ sense atteemass was gone entirely & the laws 
woodent let us marry. The prezzidunt of our society 
sed it was rite 2, k was the free love principul.- 

So 1 gove my komscent at larst, & as soon as he got 
my komsoent, he went into another room is washt orf 
the yaller stain from his hands &; face, is put on his 
own close, is cum back, is I like 2 hev jumpt out of 
my skin when I seed it was arteemass hisself. 

* I was jist a going 2 give him a blowing up for his 
kornduct in Utah when I remembured that I had agreed 
2 liv with ar furriu Arab without being marrid 2 him, 
is so arteemass had got the game into his own hands, is 
I coodent say a word. 

Then he sez : " YouVe heerd stranje stories about 
my cuttings up into Utah ; but you was going 2 doo 
jist as bad, is now we air square — so you may as well 
jist shet up." 

I seen he had me there, is I did shet up. 
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UNCLE OBED. 

Wi had a visi£ from Unele Obed not long ago. I 
thawt he had come two the house two see arteemas, ar^ 
ture he had been abcent so long ; but it seams thet he 
come onto more importinate biznis. 

He air my uncle on the mothfsr's side, not my own 
uncle, but a sort of distant uncle. I never node mutch 
about hThi, and never scene him be4 he called & tolled 
us hoo he was. 

It was jist arfture brekfast that a tall man in a snuff- 
le ullud cote & bloo spektikkles, with a long nose very 
sharp at the pint, about' 60 yeer old, rapt at the door. 
The hired help run & opent the door, & the man arskt 
ef the propprieater of the show-imperoarium was into 
the house, the selubrayted arteeraass Ward. 

She tolled him yes, & arsked him 2 wawk in. So 
in he wawkt. I was setting at the table, but arteem^ss 
was shaving orf his face at the looking-glass which it 
hangs betwixt the 2 windurs. 

He turned round & lookt at the jentleman & sez, 
" 15 scents, haff price for children." He boVed down 
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his long back, & seeing there was a ladj into the house, 
he tuk orf his hat. Accorduntly, I got up & gove him 
a cheer which he kept standing till he sed : 

" I spose you don't no me ; I'm Ebenezer Rattleton 
of Skunk's misery." 

Arteemass lookt at me* & I lookt at arteemass. At 
larst, arteemass sed : "You hev the advantidge of me, 
sir — never exibited into that villidge ; where did I ever 
see you be4 ?" 

"I don't wonder you arak," sez he ; "I am an uncle 
two your wife — that is, a sort of uncle, being cuzzin 
two her grate uncle hoo lived in Peekskill, & karrid on 
the tannin & currin." 

" Yes," sez I ; " there was sitch a iran, some years 
aggo. I've often heerd of my grate uncle hoo lived in 
Peekskill, which he dide of the flamutory rhematiz." 

" Very likely," sez Mr. Eattleton ; " it's highly prob^ 
able it was some flamutory distemper, a9 he took to 
brandy & Ky Ann pepper in the latter part of his life, 
& went orf ruther suddently." 

" Well, seddown. Uncle Ebenezer," sez I ; " It's 
' probble you're awl rite, so set up &; take a bite of cold 
tuftg k kawfee." 

" Nyther, neese," sez he ; " I don't use iny of the 
slops, & as 2 animile food,Jt'8 kontrayry 2 my prinsip- 
pies. I'm onto the hig^ jeen at pressent, amongst 
other importunate reforms; but, ef you hev a little 
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stale bread k iDullassis, I will partake of something for 
the riffrishment of the house I live into." 

"Own a house in your villidge 1" sez arteemass* 

" I spake of the temple of my body," sez he. 

Arteemass purceived he'd got into deep water, & 
maid hlsself skurce, jist as he alius did when I was visit- 
ed by 1 of our "sosiety^ 

As for me, I brawt out some rye bread k th^ jug of 
mullassis, k sez I : 

" Pm glad 2 find thet you air 1 of us, uncle Ebe- 
nezer." 

He lookt up, but he coodent say nothing at thet min- 
nit, as he had jist put a chunk of bread into his head, k 
the mullassis was running down from both korners of 
his mouth. 

" Take your time, uncle," sez I ; for ef he chokt, I 
dident no as he had munny enuff about him two pay 
his fewkneereal expenses, k the charge wood come upon 
me k arteemass. So, I ^ez : " I can wate, uncle. My 
time air at my own disposal." 

" Tempus fugit /" sez he. 

As soon as he had cleered his throte, he komtinued : 

" Neese," sez he ; "I infer from what you hint, thet 
you air 1 of the chosen foo which they air scent intoo 
the world that they may leeve it better than they find it. 
They air the solt of the urth ; but I go a little beyand 
that ; there air some - hoc may be compared to the 
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4runners of the millenyum, which it may be sed they 
air the solt Peter <rf the urth, which it air more 
stronger than ornery solt, yoi? no." 
. *' Vm shure Vtn glad 2 find thai you air 1 of them 
air," «ex I. 

"Don't miscompr^end me," scz he; "for there 
cometh 1 arflure me the latches of hooee shu2e I attt 
not worthy S dtoop down 6t onluce." 

I dident kwite take the meening of Uiat, is I gove 
him a purcing gaze« 

" I've come as a sort of a 4 runner," sez he ; " two bid 
you prepair for the solt Peter of the uith boo I regard 
as the gratest of woman bom." 

• " I'm shure we shall try 2 be aggreeable," sez I. 

." You hev beds, & provender for bosses, & awl that 
air required for the messanger 1" sez he. 

" Well, we'll try," sez I ; though I never bad the leest 
oonniptioa of what he was tawking about. 

So he went on eting the bread A; mullassis, d^ then, 
arflure he'd took fn a lofe & a haff of rye bread A a 
k waut of mullassis, he arskt far sigh deer A; dtunk about 
2 pints of thet. 

Then he lifted his fingur 2 me, & sez : " Neece, grate 
times air cumming, you may depend upon that." 

Then he shook his bead, A; lookt rite into the fire for 
about haff ^ our. 

At larst, he got up & put hit handt uttder his ktfte 
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behind, <fe wawkt backwards & forward* into the rheum 
for a hole our, tawking 2 himself; ^, oiict iDto a wile, 
he wood shake his head, iz glv me a purcing gaze, & 
then he sez, wiU* he lookt up at the, sealing : " I'm only 
an instrument — Via only an instrument !" 

I wondurd ef he was tawking about the purpetohooal 
motion mash.een. 

Arftur dinne r, which he finisKt awl the rye bread & 
mullassis we had into the house, he went 2 see the sho 
into the tent. He pinted his finger at G. Washington 
& sed*: " Bee hold, a grater than he air cumming, I am 
the 4 runner of I, the latches of hooz shuze I am not 
worthy two stoop down & onluce." 

" You ain't into the shoo trade, mebby 1" sez artee- 
mass. 

He shook his head, whicl^ he seamed 2 try 2 shake 
awl the hares out of it. 

He lookt at the young lyon into his cage, is sez : 
" What air he compared with the lyon of the grate 
kawsT 

" He's not so big as 3ome," sez arteemass ; " but I 
take it the 1 you tell of air not a. smarter beest than 
him." 

Then uncle Ebenezer rolled up his ey^, ^ cut out, & 
went a w&'wking into the fields till supper time, when 
he come in 4b took some Qiore rye bread & mullassis, 
which I had got a kag from the store thet arfturenoon. 
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So it went ba for .3 days, «fe he et nothing but bread 
d? mullassis, & tawkt ^about shoo latches & sitch. 

Onto the 3rd day, into the middle of the nite, arteee* 
mass woke me up and sez : " Betsey Jane, air their 
theeves into the house?" & 1 chucked the bed close 
over my head, and whispurd : " Oh ! L4r)rdy ! wot 
makes you think so, arteemass ?" 

^^ There's a tremenjus rackit, & holluring out, & Fm 
afeared they've kilt uncle," sez he. 

" Oh, grashus ! & all his grate reforms will dye with 
him !" sezl; & then I heerd a noyse 2 ; but I perceeved 
that Uuncle Ebenezer was not dead, as h^ coodent hev 
yelled so loud ef h'e was. 

" This day air salvation come two this house !" sez 
he, into a loud voyce ; " rise up, ye slumbering soles, & 
meet the bridegroom int<> the way of his cumming ; 
for this air he of hoom I spoke, the 1 that cummith 
arflure me, the latches of hoos shuze I am not worthy 
2 stoop down & onluce !" 

I seed there was no 'theeves, only thet uncle was into 
1 of his problem atticks, & I jist slipt on my short 
gound, & opcnt the door, & lookt out, is arskt him ef 
he wanted iny thing; but be4 I could finish the words, 
I cotch site of a ^rate roaring fire onto the harth, & the 
big pot was on, <k a big piece of beef was roasting be4 
the fire, and the tikkittle was steaming like a young 
steamboat onto the Massysippy. 
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Sez I : " Uncle, what air jou doing on ? I thawt you 
dident ete animile food." 

" Come out & meet the bridegroom !" sez he. 

" I don't see none sich," sez I. 

'' Becaws he's putting up his hoss, dr giving him a 
feed of oats in the barn," sez he ; '' but he'll be in di- 
reckly. As for me, Fm only the 4 runner, A I ete no 
danties ; but he that cummiih arfbure me, come cteing 
& drinking, & they say, ^Behold a glutinous man & a 
wine-bibber !" 

. I went out into th£ rheum, but I was awl of a 
trirable, espeshully as I heerd arteemass a snoring ; for 
as soon as he perceeved it was uncle; he dropt rite 
asleep agin, & lefl me to manidge into his absence. 

So J took a cheer & sot down be4 the fire, & lookt at 
the grate roasting peace of meet that was sputtering Ss 
hissing, & the blood &; gravy running awl &ver the 
floor ; & awl of a suddent, uncle jumpt up as ef he'd 
been shot, & sung out : *^ Here he comes ! make way 
for the Lyon of Reform !" 

Then I lookt round, & seen a tremenjus grate fat 
man, enermost as big as our Dannd Lambut into the 
sho, come woddling into the door, with his eyes bulg* 
ing out of his head, 6s his cheeks hanging down on each 
side, like a walrus. 

'^ Piece be.2 this house P' sez he. 

I -got up &; kurched. 
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Then he sot down A I sot down, but «Bcle stood up 
awl the time into his prezzenz. 

" Providing for the boddy ?" «ex h^. 

" Yes, my lord," sez uncl« Ebeneset*. 

Then uncle sez 2 me : " This i* the grale 1<^ of re- 
form, which he was 2 come, jb i«a|n hi^s 4 runner. He 
is my kuzzing, & your uncle as well as myself. It is 
your uncle Obed Price, akkording two the fle^h, but he 
air your sooperior in another sense."- 

Then Uncle Obed sez : '' Let the woman prepare the ^ 
feast & spread the tables ; I a^opt hur from this mo- 
ment as my handmaid, sense she's been obedyunt 2 
the heavenly vision. Let hur bring forth the best 
wine & kornduments, sense Fii abide at thy house 
this day." 

Then uncle come & ^hispurd into my ear, A ses : 
^ This personidge that you see be4 you b the Coming 
Man." 

I sot the table A: put on the solt and bi^ead 4 sigh- 
deer, ds Uncle Ebenezer he fotohed out the big platter 
A put on the beef. Then he took up the vejitibbies is 
gravy, & I poured out the tea. 

The Coming Man then droo up his cheer 2 the table, 
dr it frightened me 2 see how he went into the wittles. 
Uncle Eben & me did nothing but wait onto him, but 
he cleared the platter, ete up the vejittible^ ; drunk up 
all the tea & sigh-deer, & then he lookt around and 
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. -tamkt me ^ I imdent a eold pullet^ or a meet pye, or 
something of thatT sort, for a dessart two his meel. 

^ It's »Bce«sttry 2 doo sametfekig, ocoasional for the 
boddy," sez he; "tlio the oiitwai'd man air only an 
ineumberanz tiut air altogether beneath our iiotiss^ but 
it's a doatj vte owe 2 keep the bobby alive whilst we 
air heer upon erth. Handmaid, can you rest a pig for 
my bre<kfust in the mornSi^g, ^ ef you can proqure a 
foo fowls, with bread & korfee aecordttntly, you will 
obleege me very modi. I can't attettd much 2 these 
mattera which relate 2 the flesh, ^ must therefore^ 
kornsign the task to you. 

Nixt morning, oncle Ebenezer intr^uoed unple Obed 
2 arteemass, which arteemass lookt at him very closet^ 
& j^^gsamind him up is down, & kept his eye onto him 
awl the time. 

Then uncle Obed sed he was going 2 bild a ^rate 
sitty into the wilderness, 2 be called " The sitty of 
Tru^,'* k there was 2 be laws into the sitty thet no* 
boddy shood ever doo inything rong, A a man was 2 be 
appinted 2 watch eech famuly & report ef iny of um 
broke the Sabaoth, or committed iny sin whatsomever, 
so that every 1 into that sitty shood be blameless." 

Arteemass arskt him ef he was going 2 hev the work 
done by korntf aet or giv it out 2 workmen hisself. 

^That'll awl be settled in time," sez the Coming 
Man. 



Digitized by 



Google 



S08 B£TS£Y JANE WABD 

'*' He goes intirely bj inspiratiiHiy" sez uncle Eben- 
ezer. • - 

Arteemass sez : '^ You must be a man of grate prop- 
perty to build a city awl yourselC" 

" That air 2 come," sez the coming man ; " I'm going 
4th 2 raze the funs now, may I set you down for a 
thousand dollars V* 

Arteemass kinder sinnifide that he wanted sequrity 
ef he put in that sum. 

Then the Coming Man sed " Oh ! ye of little faith ! . 
Sell awl thou hast, put it into the trazury, & come & 
follow me." 

Arteemass sed nothing, but went into the tent. The 
Ck>miDg Man went up into the villidge & sent Uncle 
Ebenezer awl around the kuntry 2 raze the munpy 
for building the sitty of Truth, but he coodent git a 
scent. 

Then the Coming Man komcluded he bad better doo 
something for his own living, as he was getting short 
of cash, & he aggreed two exhibit in the sho for a 
dollar a day as The Fat Man, 

So Uncle Obed has been in the ^o over sense, di? 
that is the way thet we come by our Fat Man. 

As for Unde Ebenezer, he hired out onto a farm for 
his vittles d? eight dollars a month, & he sez he can 
make more at that than Ke did in the compacity of 4 
runner to the Coming Man. 
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HIRING A HOUSE. 



One spell, spon arfture me & arteemass was jined 
into the sakred bands of weedlock, the idee run into 
our heads that we would go to the grate iinperoarium 
sitty of Noo York, &; higher a house for 1 yeer. 

Accorduntly, we arrove into Noo York onto the 13 
day of April, & arskt the peeple whare we put. up how 
we shood find a house. 

" Without the leastest difficulty," was the ansur , 
" the landlords hear air the most ekkomudating folks in 
the world. Ef they node you wanted a house, they 
would put their bildings on wheels ^fe bring um down 
hear 2 your boding-house, thet you mite inspeckt um 
at your layzhur. You hev only 2 take a wawk around 
the sitty, & when you see a bit of righting plasturd 
onto the front neer the door, go in & arskt what's to 
let, & they'll sho you awl about the house, & tell you 
the price witlr the gratest plezzhur." 

So I put on my bunnit &; sholl, & arteemass he' put 
on his hat & buttunt up his coat, & we cut out two find 
a house. We'd been marrid about 8 munce at that 
time, & I found it ruther teedyus a wawking fur, but I 
wanted two see the house & judge of it with my own 
eyes, & so I went with arteemass^ which I aught two 
hev stayed at homo & nust myself. 

We parst by kwite a lot of hoUsea with ^ bit of 
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righting onto um, till we come two 1 that sed tipper 
part was two let, <fe it was jist about as mudi rheum as 
we wanted. So, arteemass nokt onto the door, but 
noboddy come two open it. Then he nokt agin, ife I 
nokt, but it was awl the same. 

At larst the hired help come up the steps with a 
barsket into hur hand, <fe she tolled us we aught two 
hev took holt of a little handle thet was onto 1 side of 
the door & gove it a jurk, which it wood hev maid a 
bell wring inside. 

So, we arsk^ hur ef the peple was into the bilding. 
She tolled us 2 stand in the hall <fe she'd cawl the lady. 

Into a minnit, a fat woman come out into the hall & 
.arskt us whet we wanted. 

Arteemass tuk orf his hat <fe maid a bough, & ansud 
<k sed : " We want two hire rheums, which it air onto 
the paper thet the upper part air two let."* 

" Yes," sez she ; & she lookt at us as ef she were 
going two buy us, & then she sez: *'Pve got rheums,'* 

**I take it you hev,'* sez arteemass; " else it's very 
onlikely you'd hev put thet air bit of righting up." 

" I'm the owner of this house," sez she ; " & I'm par- 
tickular hoo I take in. I've got 2 lai^ rheums up 
stares, with 3 bed-rheums onto the second door, & 2 in 
the attucks." 

*' Jist the rheum we want ; how much 4oa you arsk 
for it,** sez 1. 
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" Thirty dollars a'month, payble in advance," sez she. 

" It's orful hi," sez artoemass ; " bat I spose we must 
take the rheums." 

"I hope you've got good referenfeis," sez she; "else 
you can't come in." 

" Yes, very good," sez artecmass. 

Soi, she took us up-.S^ LooJt at the rheums. ' 

Arfture we had done Lookiag^ at um, arteemass sed 
he wood bring the references, nixt day. 

" i hope you haint got no children,"* sez the landlady ; 
" as I can't endure children : they make a noyse «k hurt 
the h^)U8©." 

" No, ma'am— no children," sez arteemass. 

" I hope you don't use tobakker — you don't smoke 
nor chaw. 1 can't endure tobakker smoke into the 
hovse, & chawing air a onclean pracktus." 

" Don't use tobakker," sez arteemass. 

" Well, now," sez she ; ** that's awl very well so fur ; 
but I hope yu dio»*t ever be out late o' nites. You'll 
alius be home by 9 okklok, I spose." 

Arteemass kind o' scratched his head, but I ansurd <fe 
sed : *' Yesy FU engage he won't be out late o* nites." 

" Well, you won't go up A down stafres, I suppose 
mourn twice a day, when you go two your biznis <fe 
when you come home ^t nite,. as these stares creeks 
sometimes, & I can't bare iny disturbance ; <fe you'll be 
expected 2 go 2 church twice every Sabaoth day." 
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" No dowt," sez arteeroass. 

** Which place of wuship doo you attend ? ** 

<* Well— the— the Methodists. " ^ 

"I go two the Dutch Conformed, fti^ self," sez she; 
" I shood prefer 2 hev you go two the Dutch Con- 
formed., 

" You will be keerful not 2 make iny noyse over my 
head, is two step^soflly when you walk acrost the 
floor." 

** Oh ! as two that," sez I ; " we'll come <fe deen up 
the house, ^ lock up the rheums, & go away, & wont 
enter the house at awl, till we come to pay your rent." 

The landlady tfaawt a minnit is then sed ; '* Well, 
that will he aggreeable, ef you'll send somebody hear 
every Saturday two scrub orf the stoop." 

" Very well," sez -arteemass is me ; but when we 
got 2 the front door, she colled us back is sed : ^ I 
don't no about letting you the house, arfbure awl. You 
say you've got no children, but — but you hevn't the 
dropsy, young woman, hev you ?" 

" No, ma'am," sez I. 

"Then," sez she; "I no what it is. No, no, you 
can't hev the rheums on no account whatsomever." 
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HANS BRINKER ; 

OE, 

TJIK SILVER SKA-TES. 

By Mbs. M. E. dodge, 
author op "the irvington st0rib8." 

A Story of Life in Holland. Elegantly illustrated by Darlbt and 
others. 



1 Tolume, licbly bound In fine clotb. Price $2«00. 

This is a ehUoPa book, in the very highest sense of that term. A 
book which, by its perfect naturalness and keen appreciation of all 
that constitutes the joys and sorrows of young hearts, will be an 
ever-welcome companion for childhood ; while the amount of valuable 
information it contains, and iis entire freedom from every thing weak 
and puerile, will cause it to be read with interest by all who retain 
aught of the ^shness of their earlier years. 

The story is aomirably conceived — the characters varied, and drawn 
to the life. The descriptions of scenery are so truthful that they 
appear more like the work of, Gerard Douw's pencil than an autiior'a 
^n. 

The fhigal, kind-hearted mother; the half-idiotic father; the 
brave-hearted, good boy, Hans; his sweet-voiced, gentle sister, 
Gretel, are creations of which any author might be proud. Nor is 
the work studded with ideal personages, all 
•* Too bright and good 
For human natore^s daily food," 

for its pages are alive with diaracters of every grade. Like some 
of the good old Holland drinks, the work is richly spiced with genu- 
ine fun and jollity. It is a rich, rare work that will infuse healthful 
instruction and genial good-humor into the mind and heart of all 
who are lucky enough to receive it as an instalment of Old Santa 
Clauses good gifts ; while it will extend the enviable reputation of 
its gifted and aooomplished authoress. 

Published by JAMES O'KANE, 

126 Nassau Stebet, Niw Tobk. 
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THE IRVINGTON STORIES. 

FIFTH EDITION. 

BT THB 

AUTHOR OF "HAJJS BRTNKER; OE, THB SILVER SKATES." 
Elegantly illostrated with fire exquisite designs by F. O. C. Darlst, Esq. 



1 Vol., rleltly bound In clo'tli. Price, $1 SO. 

No JuveDiie Book of the day has awakened more ^neral interest, 
or won more enthusiastic commendation* from " the press," than 
"Thr Irvinoton Stories." Published during the last holiday 
season, it has already reached its fifth edition. Every American 
girl and boy should read it. In order that the favorable " notices" 
which have appeared may have wider publicity, we append brief 
extracts from a few of the many which have fallen under our ob- 
servation. 



« • • • i>i,0 irrlofton Stories are not sermoas in words of two syllables ; thev are not proaj ; 
bat what Is graeious and lovely in childhood te appesled to Indirectly, with sometbinr of moUierl j 
tenderness an the tone. Good books for children are so rare, and books to make little spoouies so 
eommon, that we are glad to^aay a word in praise of one so graoefal and pleasing."-— iVbrtk Amtriemn 

"There are seven stories here, and a spirited lyric called 'The Boy'k B^me Song.' A capital 
story of the war, entitled 'The Drummer Boy,' is very superior to the ordinary run of such tales. 



But Mrs. IKNtge is even more successful in pore dction. Hans Christian Anderson mieht be proud of 
'Cnshamee; or, the Boy^ Walk;' and the fairy leeend of 'The Golden Gat*.' and the Indian Uf 
of * Po-Bo-kah/ will charm youiiff folks. The fine illustratlous by Darley are beautifully engraved, 



ian Ul« 

.^ „.., ^ nations bv Darlav are lieautifullv ana 

Anuriean LiUrarp OaxetU and Pmbtitker^ Circular. 

" • * * Worthy of warm commendation fbr their simplicity and liveliness, aad their ezeelleBt 
adim>taUon to the tastes of youthful readers."— iV. Y. Tribune. 

"An annsually attractive holiday-book for the yonng. • • • The tone of the work k emi- 
nently patriotic and American, and it must deeply interest boy readers."— JV'. Y. Bttning Pm, 

" • • • Mrs. Dodge wields a captivating pen for the yonng."— JVl Y. IndtpendsnL 

"The style is unusually graphic and free ; and the material of each story is well suited to interest 
the yonthftil mind. We comiueud the book as one of the best of the season."— JV. Y. Timtt. 

"The Irvingtou Stories would have pleased Washington Irving had they been out when be lived. 
They appeal to the mnirwho loves children as well as to the children who love story-telling men 
and women. • • *> We alternately admire their freshness of fancy, skill in description^ ease of 
narrative, and aptoeM for catching the spirit of childish dialogue.'';r--iv'. Y. Leader. 

« • • • We can promise our young friends (and their seniors who wish to be amused) a great 
deal of entertainment and instruction fWm this volame."— PAt/a</e(/>AJa Preee. 

"The most attractive contribntioB to the jnveoile literature of the season. • • • Mrs. Dodge 
evinces a just appreciation of the menUl capacity of vonth ; and, while playing with iU fancy, adapts ' 
her efforU to the development of the finer Instincts of iU moral nature.*— JVewari; DaUy AdteHutr. 

« A little bouquet of stories, admirably told by a lady who has looked into the hearts of the 
children, and.has learned what they cravei Nothing about them that is not pure : aothing about 
tb«n that is not beautiful. We hope, for the chii^enlisake, 'The Inringtoa Stories' arsnotall 
told.*- C%{ea^ Ste. Journal. 

Sent by mail, on receipt of price, by 

JAMES O'KANE, Publishbb, 

126 Nassau stskr. 
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BOTS OF THE BIBLE. 

By henry L. WILLIAMS, Jr. 
Splendidly Ulttstratedj with «mj Beautiful Engramngs^ hy Orr, 



"With the author, this work has been a labor of love. All the 
young worthies, whose good deeds, "like a lily in bloom," threw a 
glorious halo over the annals of G-od's chosen people, are here pre- 
sented to the reader in the truest, and therefore the most attractive 
guise. Not only do we stand beside Siloam's Shady Pool, and hear 
the rustle of the date and palm trees, but we seem to stand in the 
bodily presence of Joseph, of Samuel, of David, and of Solomon, and 
see them re-enact the deeds, and again Mtter the orades, that have 
embalmed their names in millions of Christian memories. 
1 ToU, gptendldly bound, Itmo size, 312 pp., price $1 50 



THE 

GIRLS OF THE BIBLE. 

By p. C. HEADLEY, 

With Elegant Illustrations. 



The dullest imagination would be exalted and inspired by such a 
theme ; judge, then, what an interesting work this must be, written 
by a lady of brilliant genius, and true piety. Never have the his- 
tories of " The Girls of the Bible " found so skillful and attractive 
a narrator, as in the author of this excellent book. Every mother 
should see that her daughters have this book, — ^we will engage 
they will peruse it again and again. 
1 ToUltno, 284 pp., price $1 50 

Sold hy all BooksellerSy and will he sent post-paid to any 
address^ on receipt of price^ 

By JAMES O'KANE, Publisher, 

126 Nassau Street. 
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Remy St. Remy; 

OB," 

THE BOY IlSr BLUE. 

AN EXILE FROM EA^T TENNESSEE. 

By Meb. 0. H. GILDERSLEEVE, of Haetpobd/ 



Amonf? the books elicited by the terrible rebellion, none will prove 
more lastingly full of interest than this work. The authoress has 
seized upon some of the strango, eventful scenes, that have rendered 
80 many spots hallowed ground. The book is a portion of our re- 
planting of Liberty, carefully and conscientiously pr^){»-ed. 

Itno, cloth, WTeled, prlee $1 50 



MERRY'S 

BOOK OF RHYMES AND PUZZLES. 



This book bears the same comparison to the general run of humor- 
ous works, that a healthy laugh does to a sickly smile. It is brimful 
of genuine, jovial, side-splitting fun. There is a hearty laugh in 
every rhyme, and a dozen of them in every picture. The rhymea 
are decidedly good, but the pictures, — they are " better ash goot." 
Such a " Budget of Pun " was never packed into one " Knapsack " 
before. The editor otPumh might find, a whole volume of " Yankee 
Notions " between its strong covers. 
lT«L, ISno, cloth, price ...$2 00 

Sold hy all Boolcsellers^ and mill he sent poet-paid to any 
'addreee, on receipt of price^ 

By JAMES O'KANE, Publisher,- 

126 Nassau Street. 
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